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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 21 January 2010


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
No apologies

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 17th December 2009:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th December 2009 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JDn and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.  

3.0
Matters Arising

there were no matters arising from the previous minutes.

4.0 Clerks Report

a. Correspondence received this month

	Bar Hill Colts

A letter was received from the Bar Hill Colts indicating their disappointment in our refusal to pay for soil and seed to be used on the village green.  MP reiterated that the materials had been purchased long before the Parish Council had discussed the possibility of having the village green drained and the invoice was very old, so this was not really an issue.  JY suggested that over the next few days, when we have some more rain, that Brookfield come to site visit the village green again, as there does seem to be several problem areas where water is sitting on the grass and not draining away. 


	C



	National Heart Month

An email has been received from British Heart Foundation asking for volunteers on 12th and 13th February to collect money from outside Tesco.  Volunteers can call on 07734 072973 if they wish to get involved.  It was agreed that the Clerk would put a poster on the notice board to inform residents.


	C



	Policy for Advertising Signs on Parish Council fencing

MP has sent an email proposing an addition to our new policy whereby we place our own (small) sign on the fence concerned informing people that “No signs may be placed on this fence without prior permission from the Parish Council – contact the Clerk on 01954 780456”.  This was seconded by JDn.  All in favour.


	C

	Stagecoach – Cambridge

A reply to the Clerk’s letter has been received with regard to responsibility of bus shelter located at the Tesco site.  They had categorically stated that this is owned by Tesco and BB agreed to take a copy of this letter to Tesco.


	

	Swavesey RADSOC

A letter has been received asking once again for permission to put up their posters advertising the productions in Swavesey.  SJ felt very strongly that the answer should still be no as this would go against our policy for advertising signs.  MS asked if a compromise could be reached by advertising their productions on the Parish Council Notice Board.  After a debate MP proposed that a letter be written back stating that although we are fully supportive of what they are doing, there is access to other means of advertising such as School, Library, Bar Hill News etc and that our policy still stands as we do not wish to see a proliferation of signs on our fence.  This was seconded by BW.  All in favour.


	C

	Gritting in Bar Hill

As a continuation from the Planning Meeting last week where road gritting was discussed at length.  MP sent an email indicating the areas in Hillcrest where new salt bins could be placed, as one of these locations would need the permission from the householder.  MP proposed that we seek permission from EDF to put a salt bin close to the side of their sub-station, also the Clerk to contact the resident concerned.  To be included in the proposal was the purchase of 3 new salt bins for Hillcrest, one for Robin Close, one for Pheasant Rise plus one spare to be kept to the rear of the Parish Council office.  This was seconded by BG.  All in favour.

MS then asked what budget the purchase of the salt bins would come from and SS proposed that money be taken from reserves and this was seconded by MP.  All in favour.

The information that the Parish Council is taking action, to try and eradicate the problems of icy roads in Bar Hill, will be published in the Bar Hill News.


	C


b) Grass Cutting Contract

The following contractors had tendered for the Grass Cutting Contract for the period March 2010 to November 2013

	Contractors
	Replied
	Tender Price

	Mr D Stevens


	04.12.09
	27,440

	K Ferguson Limited


	18.12.09
	£25,550

	Brookfield Groundcare


	10.12.09
	24,500

(Includes £1,000 a year for stream work)

	M D Landscapes


	Received after tender date
	£12,930

	Herald Contract Services


	03.12.09
	£7,335


At the Environment Meeting held on 6th January 2010 it had been recommended that Brookfield Groundcare be given the contract.  JY then proposed that we go ahead with Brookfield Groundcare and this was seconded by BB.  All in favour.  The Clerk will contact the contractors and the contract should commence at the end of February. 
C

c.
Gritting of roads

A quotation has been received from Brookfield Groundcare for the gritting of all streets in the village when there is snow and/or ice on the road, approximately 20 metres in to each street, to make it easier for residents to leave their street to the value of £160 as and when necessary.  The funding for this service would come from the Planning budget and was proposed by SJ and seconded by BG.  All in favour. 
C

d. Parish Council Office guttering

The Clerk informed the meeting that the guttering at the front of the Parish Council had to be repaired after the heavy snowfall to the value of £30.

e.
Village Fete – Possible funding on behalf of Resident Association
BB sent an email for discussion on the possibility of the Parish Council sponsoring the Village Fete on behalf of the Residents Association.  This subject was debated at length and MP proposed that the Parish Council give a donation of up to £100 to the Residents Association to help sponsor the Village Fete and this would help towards the costs for the opening of the Village Hall for Fete Day and would be subject to an annual review.  This was seconded by JDl.  For = 4.  Against = 5.  Abstained = 3.  Therefore motion was not carried.

f)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for January.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by MP and seconded by BW.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in January and these were approved and proposed by BH and seconded by JDn.   All in favour.

The Annual Return for the year-end 2008 was read out to the Council by the Clerk and was debated fully.  The audit figures were looked at and it was agreed to give the Statement of Assurance for the year-end 2008.  This was proposed by SJ and seconded by BG.  All in favour.
C
The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0 Chairs Report

a. The Willows – Budget from Income

MS reminded the Council that for the next two years £11,500 per annum would be put back in to the reserves as this was the amount needed for the VAT shortfall, so for the next two years only £8,500 would be available for the new budget and thereafter the full £20,000 would become available for village projects. 

The set up of the new budget from the income of the Willows was then discussed at length.  MP proposed that as part of the property maintenance budget of Parish Council owned buildings the Village Hall should be included in this heading.  This could then be a maintenance fund that builds up over the next 10 years.  SJ then added that the budget should be split 50/50, half of the budget being for the maintenance of Parish Council owned property and the other 50% on other headings.

A debate then took place on who is responsible for the maintenance of the Village Hall and it was agreed that this subject be placed on the agenda for the February meeting for further discussion, once the Clerk has had a chance to find the necessary documents.

The headings so far are as follows:-

· Maintenance of Parish Council owned properties

· Viking Way – road repair and renewal

· Village green enhancement

· Other ideas from residents (public consultation is in process)

b.
Memorial Garden

The grassed area outside the Parish Council office (which is supposedly owned by Tesco) was briefly discussed.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the head office and ask if this could be given to the Parish Council for maintenance, as this will have a visual affect on the new Memorial Garden, soon to be created.
C

A meeting was held on 7th January but unfortunately because of the weather only 8 people attended.  MS and SJ are still very much against the idea of having plaques within the garden and it was suggested that perhaps the Memorial Garden should be renamed the Community Garden, however, a piece will be put in the Bar Hill News for residents to give their thoughts.

c.
The Parish Plan


This was briefly discussed and MS has this in hand.

6.0 
Reports

a)
Community Safety (K Mahoney)
Not much to report this month but the following is the figures from 20/12/09 to 20/01/10.  There have been 16 crimes reported in the last month.

4 x Theft - Tesco x 2, Appletrees and Menzies
2 x Making off without payment - Tesco and Shell
2 x Theft from vehicles - Hollytrees and Menzies
1 Burglary other than a dwelling - City crematorium
2 x Criminal damage to vehicles - Hillcrest and Robin close
2 x Burglaries in a dwelling - Pettitts lane and Scotland road Dry Drayton

Please note that the next Panel Meeting for Swavesey/Cambourne will be February 23rd at
Willingham Primary School.

b)
Residents Association (R Hall)


There has been no meeting so no report given.

c)
Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

No meeting took place but the treasurer emailed the monthly finances to the Clerk and these were read out to the Council.

d)
Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

The minutes of the Planning Meeting were briefly discussed and there was nothing further to report.

e)
Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

No report given but the Clerk agreed to give a copy of the letter from Stagecoach to BB so he can have a meeting with the Store Manager to try and bring this problem to a conclusion.

f)
Environment Committee (M Duce)


The minutes of the Environment Meeting were briefly discussed and there was nothing further to report other than the Litter Picking Day has been arranged for Saturday 10th April.


g)
School Governors Report (B Waters)


There has been no meeting but MS reported that she would be attending a meeting at the school on Friday 22nd January to discuss the possibility of the school playing field being fenced in for the safety of the children.
 

h)
South Cambridgeshire District Council (RH)


It was mentioned that services in South Cambridgeshire are improving with well-managed growth.  This was indicated by inspectors who looked at performances and they assessed that South Cambridgeshire is generally well off with low unemployment and the population is healthier than the national average.

i)
Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JR was asked about the Guided Bus System and how it will perform under icy conditions and he replied that there will be a vehicle that runs along the tracks gritting, the same as normal streets.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

BB informed the meeting that the Manager at Menzies Hotel will be leaving at the end of the month.

MD informed the meeting that the Royal British Legion for Bar Hill came top in donations for the whole county.

JDl informed the meeting that Tesco would be supplying a used battery-recycling bin from 1st February.

BW informed the meeting that she feels the parking problems in Pheasant Rise may be improving but asked if another sign could be made stating that it has been put there by the Parish Council.  It was agreed that this would be put on the agenda for the next meeting for a financial decision to be made.
C

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 18th February 2010 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office.

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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