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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 18 February 2010


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
No apologies

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 21st January 2010:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 21st January 2010 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JY and seconded by BB.  All in favour.  

3.0
Matters Arising

Memorial Garden – MS updated the meeting with regard to the Memorial Garden.  Ruth Adams has asked for a piece to be put in the Bar Hill News, along with the proposed design, which should be in the April edition.  The resident’s are being asked how they feel about plaques being present in the Memorial Garden and how they would use it, if at all.  MS reiterated to Ruth that the Parish Council had agreed up to £3,000 funding for the project and no more.  Ruth asked MS to inform the Parish Council that she would be looking at other funding possibilities so no more than £3,000 would be necessary for this project.

Plaques were discussed and MS expressed her concern with plaques, as they could attract anti-social behaviour.  Ruth also mentioned that they would like a large stone in place to commemorate our fallen during various conflicts and this would be in association with the Royal British Legion.

4.0 Clerks Report

a. Correspondence received this month

	4(i)
	SCDC - Liaison Meeting minutes held on 25th November 2009.  Contents were duly noted and filed.


	

	4(ii)
	Northstowe Parish Forum - Minutes of meeting.  The contents were duly noted and filed.  


	

	4(iii)
	Letter from resident - This letter will be brought up under Chairs Report, Parish Plan.


	

	4 (iv)
	Letter from Andrew Lansley MP - Copy of letter with regard to the A14 improvements.  The contents were read out to the Council and were duly noted.


	

	4 (v)
	SCDC - A reply letter with regard to savings they are anticipating in street cleansing and refuse collection service.


	

	4 (vi)
	SCDC – Parish Elections in May - An email has been received informing us that because of the General Election possibly being held on 6th May the Parish Election have been put back.  Bar Hill is amongst the parishes up for re-election.  It was agreed that this information shall be kept on hand and will be brought back to the Parish Council when more information is given. 


	C

	4 (vi)
	Email from John Reynolds – Northstowe Parish Forum, a report has been sent on Growth Area Funding for 2004-2012.  The contents of the report was duly noted and filed.


	

	4 (vii)
	Email from John Reynolds – Follow up on gritting


	

	4 (viii)
	Email from John Reynolds – Follow up on potholes whereby the Highways Division of the County Council have assured John that the potholes will be done in the next few days.  The Clerk also mentioned to the Council that CPALC had given her a website where potholes can be reported.  The address is www.fixmystreet.com.


	

	4 (ix)
	SCDC – Email calling on Parish Councillors to nominate a representative to serve a 4-year term on the SCDC Standards Committee.  This was discussed but at present the Councillors felt that they would not be able to give their time. 


	


	4b
	Report from Internal Auditor (sent in PC packs) – The report was read out to the meeting and discussed at length.  Most items have already been dealt with and will be audited in the 2009 year-end accounts.  As instructed by Moore Stephens, a letter will be sent to the internal auditor requesting her assistance for the 2009 and 2010 year-end audit. 


	C

	4c
	Report from Moore Stephens (following a meeting at the Parish Council Office on Friday 12th February 2010) – This was discussed at length and agreed that the Clerk shall obtain updated copies of the insurance details for the buildings owned by the Parish Council.  The Clerk will also need to check on the insurance for The Willows.  Lastly it was agreed that the Clerk would employ an electrician to have the office PAC tested on an annual basis.  MS proposed that we employ LGS Services to help the Clerk to prepare the accounts for audit, to a sum of up to £1000 and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.


	C



	4d
	Cambridge Building Society – A letter has been received informing the Parish Council that they have a new account that may be of interest. It was agreed that the Clerk would look into this and report back at the next meeting.


	C

	4e
	Zurich – Village insurance.  A discussion took place to determine whether insurance needs to be increased and having looked at the policy the Clerk will contact the company to ask for changes to the bus shelter premium, as this seems a little low.  Therefore BB proposed that the invoice of £6,107 be paid subject to changes and this was seconded by MD.  All in favour.

	C

	4f
	Signage at Pheasant Rise – BW proposed that the sign in place at Pheasant Rise be changed to indicate that the Parish Council have provided it and this was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.


	C

	4g
	Zurich (demolition of bus shelter at Chestnut Rise) - The Clerk has now received a letter from Zurich asked for three quotes for the replacement bus shelter at Chestnut Rise and once received they will settle the amount.  However, it was agreed that there is a need for a bus shelter at Field View so the Clerk will obtain quotations for two bus shelters and just pass on one to the Insurance Company.


	C

	4h
	Cam Sight – A letter has been received requesting a donation to help towards the running costs of Cam Sight, a charity that helps partially sighted residents of Bar Hill.  BG proposed that we donate the same as last year, which was £100, and this was seconded by BB.  All in favour. (Section 137)


	C


4i)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for February.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BH and seconded by BW.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in February and these were approved and proposed by MP and seconded by JY.   All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0 Chairs Report

a. Staff Handbook and Clerk’s Contract of Employment

A summary of the Staff Handbook had already been sent to the Parish Council and this was discussed at length.  It was agreed that the Clerk would obtain a small bin to hold salt for the office entrance.  JDean proposed that we accept the Staff Handbook and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

The updated Contract of Employment was discussed and proposed for adoption by BW and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

b. Proposed footpath to Dry Drayton

Plans that have already been sent to the Parish Council were looked at and briefly discussed.  SJ proposed that we accept the plans and this was seconded by BB.  For = 11.  Abstained = 1 (JDean who felt that too much money was being spent on upgrading the footpath).  Therefore motion was carried. 
C
c. Village Hall (outstanding loans)

This subject was debated but no decision was reached on the responsibility of maintenance and it was agreed that the Clerk would make further enquiries.

BB reported that the cheque for Fete Day has now been received.  BB also reported that Iain Martin has now officially resigned as Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee.  There is now a new Chairman and Booking Clerk but Iain Martin remains the Chairman of the Social Club.  BB therefore proposed that we write to him and thank him for all his hard work over the years and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.
C

d. Parish Plan

MS went through the letters received from residents and the majority wanted footpaths around the perimeter road.  This is unfortunately not an option as this would cost in excess of £150k.  However a resident did suggest a hand held machine that throws out grit for use on footpaths and MS thought this a very good idea.

The idea of the Parish Plan is to plan for the future and it would be helpful if organisations in the village could put forward their plans, which could then be included in the Parish Plan. 

6.0 
Reports

a) Community Safety (K Mahoney)

No report given for this month.

b)
Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JR reported that an exhibition would be held at the Village Hall on 17th February on the A14 Minerals and waste.  There will also be a public inquiry on the A14 improvements and an inspector has been allocated to this subject.  It will be in two parts; part 1 in June/July and part 2 will be in September.  It is hoped that the report should be completed by Christmas 2010.  All written objections will be made public by the end of March.

JR also reported that the government have made available grants of up to £400k to enable Northstowe to be more eco-friendly, especially with the issue of water.

c)
Residents Association (R Hall)

Plans for the next fete is underway and the theme will be South Africa, in line with this year’s World Cup.  This will be the 40th Fete held in the village.

d)
Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

MP has now officially resigned as representative for the Parish Council and his resignation letter was read out at their meeting this week.  MS then asked for a volunteer to take MP’s place on the committee, although nobody wished to take on the role, JDean indicated that she would think about it.  One possibility is that Councillors would take it in turn to attend the Management Committee meetings.

MS asked the Clerk to speak with Gail of LGS Services, as they have a great deal of experience with Parish Councils and Village Halls, and see what the powers we have as a Parish Council and also the powers of the Management Committee.  A definitive answers needs to sought.
C
e)
Planning Committee (S Jenkins)


There have been no meetings over the last month so there was no report.

f)
Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

No report given.

g)
Environment Committee (M Duce)


There was no meeting this month so no report was given.

h)
School Governors Report (B Waters)


There has been pupil achievement in all key-stages although due to special needs the standard of attainment has declined.

The current whole school project, based on the reviewed primary curriculum is scientific and technological understanding.

Child protection procedures have been reviewed and Richard Gibbons, an education officer, is drawing up an action plan regarding safeguarding procedures at the school.  Improvements have already been made to the access by visitors and a new school gate, with a security camera and intercom system will be installed soon.

All the children have been actively participating in fundraising for the orphans from the Haiti earthquake disaster.

 

The school playing field was discussed at length and BW reported that Mrs Whyte did not want to have a fence put up around the playing field and the education authority has made various visits.  It seems that the only time this is an issue is during the summer months.  MS reported that a further meeting was to be held to try to resolve the problem.


MS proposed that we write to the County Council and inform them that we are appalled at the prospect of the playing field being fenced in as the area has always been an open space for the community to use ever since the village was created in 1968.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.
C

Finally on 27th February at the school they are having an auction of promises evening and everyone is welcome to attend.

i)
South Cambridgeshire District Council (BW)


The Council Tax for the year 2010 has been kept under 3% as has all the other bodies such as the Police and Fire Service.


A brief discussion then took place about the reduction in the number of postmen in the village.  The service has been reduced from 5 to 3 postmen having to service the whole village.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Brick walls – MP asked if the Clerk would contact the County Council and ask where the residential signs are on the perimeter road, as these were ordered before Christmas.
C
Neighbourhood Panel Meeting – The Clerk reminded the meeting that there is a Panel Meeting on Tuesday 23rd February at Willingham and hopefully some members would be attending.

Office Utilities – JDol requested that the Clerk look for a better deal on our gas and electricity charges.

Football Project – BH reported that he had attended a recent meeting and everything is going well.

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.08pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 18th March 2010 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office.

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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