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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 18 March 2010


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
J York
Councillor
(JY)

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 18th February 2010:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th February 2010 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SS and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.  

3.0
Matters Arising

a. Parish Elections in May – The documents were read through and the Council were reminded that the nomination papers had to be with SCDC by the 8th April at the latest.

b. Demolition of bus shelter at Chestnut Rise – The Clerk informed the meeting that she was having difficulty in obtaining quotations for two new Perspex shelters but would be looking for prices over the coming weeks.

c. Village Hall - Powers of Parish Council – MS informed the meeting that we were still waiting for extra information on this subject and has asked for this subject to be deferred to the April meeting.
C
d. School Playing Field – Nothing has been received yet from the County Council with regard to our letter of concern at the school playing field being fenced in.  This will be put on the agenda for the April meeting.  It was also mentioned that certain schools in Cambridge use public green areas without health & safety issues and this will be noted in case of evidence being needed.
C

4.0 Clerks Report

a. Correspondence received this month

	4a (i)
	Hanover Housing – funding for village projects.  After receiving an email from Hanover Housing it was considered the contents to be more suitable for the DPPO, as the subject was more of an anti-social behaviour problem.  This will be deferred to the April meeting once the Clerk has had a chance to send all the details to Linda Browne of SCDC.


	 C

	4a (iv)
	Bollards in Gladeside.  The various emails were read out to the Council and this subject was discussed at length.  As far as the bollards being installed the Parish Council deemed this to be necessary in order to keep the grass verges intact and MP proposed that a letter be sent to the resident with an apology from the Parish Council for the behaviour of the contractor to assure them this will not happen again and that the contractor has been reprimanded.  This was seconded by BG.  For = 10.  Abstained = 1.  Therefore motion carried.

It was also agreed that the Planning Committee would make a site visit to the Gladeside area to see if fencing could be installed where the resident said that young children play. 


	 C

	4a (v)
	Bar Hill Colts – A further letter has been received from the Colts showing their disappointment that their invoice for seed and soil would not be paid for by the Parish Council and also asking when the village green drainage would be done.  BB proposed that we write and inform them, as stated in our last letter, that if they write in beforehand with a request to purchase the soil and grass seed, the Parish Council would be likely to view their request favourably and also to inform them that the drainage would commence on Monday 12th April at a cost of £1.745.00.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.


	 C

	4a (vi)
	Kerio Limited – Company wanting support for the opening of a new overnight truck stop at Buckingway Industrial Estate at Swavesey.  After a short discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would support their proposals for a truck stop for 80-100 lorries and hope that their planning application is accepted.


	 C

	4a (vii)
	Email from resident – various subjects including stream and salt bins.  This email was debated and the Clerk informed the meeting that she would chase the contractor who is replacing the sluice gate along the stream.  The Clerk was unaware of the break up of the stream bank at Hollytrees and will make a site visit next week..


	 C


	4b
	Cambridge Building Society and Yorkshire Bank accounts – The Clerk informed the Council that after looking at the accounts available with CBS she felt that we would be wise to keep the account we currently have, as this has easy access and is not tied up.  Also the Clerk requested that the Yorkshire Bank deposit account be closed, as it has not been making any interest for over a year.  SJ therefore proposed that the deposit account be closed with the balance being transferred to the current account and this was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.


	 C

	4d
	Tesco – Land outside Parish Council Office – Tesco have agreed to give the Parish Council a licence to maintain the land outside the Parish Council Office.  The Clerk will contact Tesco and have the licence drawn up in time for the next meeting.  

	 C



	4e
	Bar Hill Cricket Club – site meeting – It was agreed that as many Councillors as possible would attend the site meeting to be held on the village green on Saturday 27th March at 11am.  The main concerns will be the height of the nets, access to the village green if the nets are installed.  


	

	4g
	Request for donation from “Holiday At Home” – A request has been received for a donation towards the “Holiday at Home”.  A donation has been given in the past and MS proposed that we donate the sum of £100 as last year and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.


	 C



	4h
	Request for donation “Summer Reading Challenge” – This is a request we receive every year to enable the local primary school children to compete in book reading over the summer holidays.  MS proposed that we give £60 for the reading challenge and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.


	 C




4j)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for March.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by JDol and seconded by BG.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in March and these were approved and proposed by MP and seconded by MD.   All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0 Chairs Report

a. Policy on Data Protection

MS read through the policy, for Data Protection and BW proposed that we adopt this policy and this was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

b. Policy on Freedom of Information

MS read through the draft policy for the Freedom of Information Act.  MS said the current document was still a work in progress but it was agreed to adopt the draft policy as it stands for the time being.  This was proposed by BW and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

c. New Standing Orders

The new Standing Orders were discussed at length as many changes were needed, although MS felt that the new document was more informative than the original Standing Orders.  Minor changes are still needed to be done to this document and MS will bring this to the April meeting for finalising and adopting.
C
6.0 
Reports

a) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

The report from JR had already been received prior to the meeting and there were no questions from that report.

b)
Community Safety (K Mahoney)


The report sent was from the period 1st January 2010 to 17th March 2010.  There have been 33 crimes reported for Bar Hill since 1st January 2010.


There were 3 burglaries from dwellings within the village and one in Tesco and 3 thefts from dwellings and 9 at Tesco and 2 at the hotel.  There were also 8 thefts from motor vehicles, 3 of which were from the Tesco site and various criminal damage reports within the village.


A robbery took place on 8th March where a female was approached near the Post Office and her handbag was stolen. Two offenders have been arrested and the investigation is being continued.  There have been extra reassurance patrols around the area but if anyone has any concerns then please contact your PCSO.

PCSO Karen Mahoney will be leaving the Bar Hill beat very shortly to take over the Hardwick beat, which consists of 11 villages.  PCSO Budar Mani will be replacing her and will be training alongside her for the next few weeks.

It was agreed that a letter of thanks would be sent to Karen Mahoney for all the hard work she has put in to the village over the last few years.
C
c)
Residents Association (R Hall)


There was nothing to report for this month.

d)
Village Hall Management Committee 


Although there was no report given the accounts have been received and these were looked at by the Parish Council.  BB reported that the next Management Committee meeting would be taking place on Monday 12th April.

e)
Planning Committee (S Jenkins)


The minutes from this meeting had already been received and JDol informed the meeting that he had site visited Otter Close on several occasions and was appalled at the state of the area.  Lots of rubbish and general untidiness from a great many properties, but unfortunately the Parish Council are unable to do much about this problem.  However, it was felt that perhaps the two-grassed areas at the bottom of Otter Close could be tarmaced over to enable more vehicles to park easily.  This would be discussed further at the next Planning Committee meeting. 
C
f)
Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Although no report was given the Clerk informed the meeting that she had spoken with Moira at Tesco and the bus shelter has now been repaired, although the problem was eradicated by Tesco cutting off the seat that was damaged.

g)
Environment Committee (M Duce)


The Clerk has received documentation on workplace and equipment risk assessment from Brookfield Groundcare who will be undertaking the grass-cutting contract.  These documents were read and signed by the Clerk in the presence of the Council.   A copy will be taken for our records and the originals sent back to Brookfield Groundcare.
C


BW reported that the hedging along the drift, close to the Farmhouse, needs to be cut back as it is looking very scrappy.  Also there is a dead tree along the spine path just past Pheasant Rise.  The Clerk will add these items to her list for the new financial year.
C

MS then discussed the Environment Committee and felt that because of the excellent system that was set up by the Clerk some years ago, the Environment Committee was no longer needed and MS therefore proposed that the Environment Committee be disbanded until further notice.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.   

h)
School Governors Report (B Waters)


The school has upgraded their back gate in line with the OFSTED report.  All visitors to the school will now use the new gate next to the park by the village green.  By doing this they can ensure the safety of the children in their care.

The Auction of Promises took place on Saturday 27th February and £2,239.75 was raised.

i)
South Cambridgeshire District Council (BW)


BW wished it to be noted that the new Council Tax bills were not just for SCDC, but also for the County Council, the Police Authority and the Fire Service, as well as the Parish Council.


It has now been agreed that new blue wheelie bins would be delivered to the village to replace the two green recycling boxes and they will not be micro-chipped, as some people have enquired.

It has now been made official that the new town of Northstowe will be an eco-town.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Brick Walls - JDean asked when the red patches would be put on the perimeter road between the new brick walls.  The Clerk will contact the County Council to get a date for this work.
C

Potholes – MP reported that the potholes along the perimeter road, between Hillcrest and Appletrees have been done very well and thought we should write them a letter of thanks.
C

Lorry Watch – JDol reported that he had read an article in the local paper about a village getting a Lorry Watch scheme put in place by Trading Standards.

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 15th April 2010 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office.  Also the Annual Parish Meeting will be taking place on Thursday 22nd April at 7.30 in the Church.

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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