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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 15 April 2010


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 18th March 2010:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th March 2010 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BG and seconded by BH.  All in favour.  

3.0
Matters Arising

a. Village Hall Management Committee – powers of Parish Council

Due to the information requested not being received, this was deferred to the May meeting.

b. County Council – County Primary School playing field

A reply has now been received from the County Council and they have now had the results back from their security management review and it is their understanding that it is unlikely to prove feasible to fence off the playing field.

c. Road patches between new signs on perimeter road

A reply has now been received back and the work for the road patches to be placed along the perimeter road between the new brick walls has been ordered but may take some time, as the contractors will only do the work when there is other work to be done in the village.

4.0 Clerks Report

a. General correspondence received this month

	Item
	Details
	

	4a (i)
	Cam Sight – Letter of thanks for the donation of £100 (noted and filed)


	

	4 a (ii)
	Andrew Lansley MP – Letter outlining the County Council policy on potholes for South Cambridgeshire, which is as follows.  Current policy dictates that potholes are repaired on a risk basis, looking into how deep they are and where they are on the road.

They attempt to repair the most dangerous within 24 hours but those not deemed in the high-risk category are aimed to be repaired within 7 to 28 days.

BW informed the meeting that approximately 30 metres in to Pheasant Rise, major work needs to be done to repair the road.  MP also mentioned that the ring road between Thruffle Way ands Hillcrest needs to be done also.  These have already been reported but nothing has been done as yet.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the county Council about these current problems.


	C

	4a (iii)
	Richard Young – Letter of thanks for the donation of £60 towards the Summer Reading Challenge at Bar Hill Library (noted and filed)


	

	4a (iv)
	Northstowe Parish Forum – date of next meeting to be held on Monday 17th May.  This was noted and will be filed and if any Councillor wishes to attend they should inform the Clerk.


	

	4a (v)
	Bar Hill DPPO – Next task force meeting to be held on 20th April.  The Council felt that we are not given enough notice of these meetings and the Clerk will write and ask if we could be informed a little sooner.   JDol also reported that he witnessed an incident in Tesco car park and the police were called.  They took 45 minutes for them to attend the incident.  Also it had been reported that some small fires had been set around the village (during the Easter break) but we are unsure if these had been reported to the police.


	C


	4b
	Bar Hill Scouts – Letter outlining their request for trees and hedging to be cut back to the rear of the Scout Hut in order for them to carry on with their refurbishment.  The Clerk reported that the trees in question have a preservation order on them and she will contact SCDC and ask for a site visit and also she reported that the new Chairman, Mr Jim Platts, had a meeting with her and MS today to outline their intentions with the Scout Group.  They are in the process of having major works done to the premises and in the long-term they hope to refurbish what is there with a view to use the premises not only for the Scouts but to train new leaders (as the building is the largest in Cambridgeshire).

Since Christmas the Scouts have been meeting at the School, as it was felt the present condition of the premises was not suitable and they are looking to carry out the necessary works over the summer months in readiness for reopening in September. 


	C

	4c
	Otter Close – Following on from Planning Committee meeting with regard to what can be done about the current problems in Otter Close, tarmacing over the 2 grassed areas were discussed giving extra parking spaces.  However MS suggested that we defer this idea for the time being to enable us to see what money we have left in the budget and to go with the idea from SJ that we drop leaflets to all properties in the street initially requesting that they be more considerate when parking and wherever possible to use the garages that they all own, thus giving more room along the street.  


	C

	4d
	Overtime payment to Clerk – memo outlining overtime worked so far this year over and above the normal working day.  MS asked the Council to consider an overtime payment for the extra work the Clerk has incurred which totalled 10 hours for the last 3 months.  SS proposed that this overtime payment be paid to the Clerk and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.  


	C

	4e
	Moore Stephens – The Annual Returns for 2006, 2007 and 2008 have now been received back completed from Moore Stephens and their comments for each year was read out to the Council.  The comments were approved by the Council, proposed by SJ and seconded by SS.  All in favour.


	

	4f
	Monthly Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for April.

The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by MP and seconded by JY.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in April and these were approved and proposed by BG and seconded by BH.   All in favour.  The Council inspected the Lloyds accounts and these were approved as a true record and proposed by MP and seconded by JY.  All in favour.
	


The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0 Chairs Report

a. Revised Standing Orders – to consider and adopt

The revised standing orders were inspected and after some minor alterations the Parish Council approved them for adoption.  The Chairperson and Clerk then signed the adopted Standing Orders, witnessed by the Parish Council.

b. Projects for the village

To consider list of replies from residents – MS read through the list of suggestions from residents and councillors with regard to the Willows income and they were as follows:-

Footpaths around the perimeter road, as this would prove far too costly but we would write to the County Council and ask if anything could be done in the future.

Small gritting machine that can be used along the main spine paths.

More dog bins around village and litterbins to be put close to the Scout Hut and Village Hall.

Wind Turbines, to generate energy for our own use as a village – The Clerk will make enquiries at Wood Green Animal Shelter as they already have a wind turbine in situ.

More trees and bulbs  – This was agreed but not fruit trees, a good idea for areas that does not need a lot of maintenance, i.e., village roundabout etc.

Viking Way – possible road narrowing.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Highways Division and ask for them to meet with the Planning Committee to give some advice.

Paving area outside the Parish Council Office, also to possibly include seats and signposts.

Red Telephone Box – JDol has already looked on the Internet and these are approximately £3000 to purchase.

It was agreed that the priority list should be as follows:-

· Salting and gritting (small gritting machine to be kept at the Parish Council Office)

· Paving of the area outside the Parish Council Office.

· Viking Way – possible road narrowing

· Installation of new bins

· Planting of new trees and bulbs

c. Policy on Freedom of Information - MS asked for this item to be deferred to the next meeting as there are still subjects to be considered such as a procurement policy for goods and services, and dealing with the press.  The Clerk will put this item on the agenda for next month.
C

d. Bar Hill Cricket Club

A report on this subject had already been sent to the Councillors and the comments were noted.  It was agreed that drainage could be a concern and MP reported that having spoken with members of the Cricket Club they are more than happy to have the nets located elsewhere on the village green and they are open to suggestions.

It was agreed that the nets would be best situated to the rear of the village green, close to the ditch and it was proposed that the Parish Council would agree in principle to the erection of cricket nets and when their funding becomes available to inform the Parish Council.  This was proposed by BH and seconded by JDol.  For = 8.  Against = 1 (SS).  Therefore motion carried.
C

6.0 
Reports

a)
South Cambridgeshire District Council (BW)

Housing – New sets of guidelines for affordable housing, landscaping, sustainability and design at new developments have been adopted.

Award Scheme - SCDC is launching a new award scheme to recognise the contributions of local people to their community and the work of Parish Councils in making South Cambridgeshire a place where people are proud of.

Housing Policy – The rents from tenants in South Cambridgeshire are expected to pay back the costs of improvements to homes in other parts of the country after the government announced its final plans for changes in housing policy.

b)
Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JR reported that potholes are the main priority at present.  He explained that because of insurance trip areas and slipways are being done first as a matter of urgency.  Unfortunately some potholes were filled in when we still had frosty conditions and the repaired ones have now started to erode.

MS reported to JR that the “real time” at the Cambridge bus stops was not working properly and JR thinks this may have been due to the clocks being changed.

c)
Community Safety (K Mahoney)


No report was given

d)
Residents Association (R Hall)


The main item was the fete, which is going well.  There will be security people employed for the evening entertainment.  He has received a lot of material from the South African High Commission for displays on the day and they also have a record number of stalls for this years fete.

e)
Village Hall Management Committee


Although there was a meeting this week, no representative attended the meeting.  However MP reported that he had been told that the Management Committee were not happy with the idea of a different Parish Councillor attending each meeting.  MS asked if Roger Hall, when he officially becomes a Parish Councillor next month, would be prepared to be the representative from the Parish Council and he agreed.

f)
Planning Committee (S Jenkins)


The minutes from this meeting had already been received and read by the Council. 

g)
Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Due to the absence of BB there was no report given.

h)
School Governors Report (B Waters)


The construction of the Children’s Centre was delayed slightly over the winter months but they have now caught up and the completion date is now on time.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Parking – It has been reported that a National Express coach has been parking overnight at the bus stop next to the Willows.  The Clerk has asked for the registration number so she can contact the coach company.
C

Lorry Watch – JDol has asked for this item to be placed on the Planning Committee agenda for further discussion.  He has asked if the Clerk could contact Sarah Freeman of Trading Standards and ask for more information on Lorry Watch i.e. what is the criteria needed to be part of this scheme.
C

Bus Service – JDol reported that the Numbers 5 and 15 have been amalgamated during the evening rush hour, so now there is standing room only.  He has suggested a letter to Stagecoach to see if they could reinstate the two bus services at this time of the day.

Cycle Path to Dry Drayton – BW reported that the County Council had received objections from some residents in Bar Hill with regard to the new footpath leading to the cycleway running to the rear of some gardens.  This will now need further investigation.

Village Green Drainage – MP reported that this has now been completed with the rear ditch and culvert being cleared as well.  MP suggested that quotations be sought for the maintenance of the village green to include the ditches and culverts, as they seem to get blocked frequently.  The Clerk will add this item to the agenda for May for further discussion.
C

Tesco Trolleys – BW reported that Tesco trolleys are littering the village once again.  The Clerk will write to Tesco but will need the exact location of the stray trolleys before doing so.
C
All Weather Sports Facility – MP reported that he has witnessed lots of young people climbing the fence to gain entry to the facility and asked if the Football Project Committee would think about putting signs on the fence asking people not to climb.  BH will take this suggestion to the next meeting for discussion.

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 20th May 2010 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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