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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 20 May 2010


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


R Hall
Councillor
(RH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


2.0 To elect new Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson

BB proposed that MS continue as Chairperson for a further year and this was seconded by JY.  All in favour.  MS thanked the Parish Council and agreed to carry on for a further year.

BB then proposed that SJ continue as Vice-Chairperson for a further year and this was seconded by BG.  All in favour.  SJ thanked the Parish Council and agreed to carry on for a further year.

3.0
Visitors to meeting

Sally attended the meeting on behalf of Alexandra Rees, who was away sick, and she introduced the new Children’s Centre that will be opening up in Bar Hill in the next few weeks.  She explained that the Centre offers easier access to health and family support; help with finding jobs and training, drop-in sessions and activities and information about local childcare and early education.


They are hoping to be active members within the community and will be distributing their own newsletter and the Council asked if they would be having a stall at the Village Fete.  Sally thought it a good idea to have a baby tent so parents could pop in to during the afternoon. The Clerk will send her the contact details of the Residents Association to organise this.
C
4.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 15th April 2010:-


The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th April 2010 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BW and seconded by JY.  All in favour.  

5.0
Matters Arising

a. Village Green Drainage – ongoing maintenance

Although absent from the meeting, MP has asked for this to be put on the agenda.  Since the village green drainage had been completed it was generally felt that an ongoing maintenance programme be put in place for weeding and feeding either annually or twice yearly.  Therefore the Clerk would obtain quotations for this work to be carried out.
C
b. Cycle Path to Dry Drayton

BW informed the Council that although £50k had been put aside for the improvement works to the Dry Drayton Cycleway, there would be funds left over and asked how the Parish Council would like to see this extra funding spent.  After a debate took place it was agreed that we would purchase cycle racks to be placed at the edge of the playing field to enable customers to the Library and Post Office to park their bicycles without obstruction.

c. Potholes

This subject was discussed at length, as many potholes in the village have still not been filled.  In particular the road leading in to Pheasant Rise is now extremely dangerous and many residents, as well as Councillors, have reported this road.  The Clerk will write once again to the County Council with regard to the outstanding repairs to potholes and will also send a village map, by email, to the Councillors so these can be completed and sent back to the Clerk.
C
6.0

Clerks Report - General correspondence received this month

6a (i) 
Holiday At Home – Letter of thanks has been received for the donation of £100.

6a (ii)
Email from Resident complaining about the noise from the Social Club – BB reported that there have been a few complaints about noise when live bands have been playing on special occasions.  He spoke with Iain Martin (Chair of the Social Club) and he has confirmed that any live music will now be moved from the village green side of the Club to the back so the noise should not filter our as much.


It was agreed that the Clerk would write back to the resident informing him that this issue was discussed and the live music will now be sited in a different place within the Social Club, however the situation will be monitored over the next month.
C 

6a (iii)
Tesco Stores – A letter of reply with regard to the cleaning of the Tesco car park at 2am.  This has now been resolved and an article has been put in the Bar Hill News informing the residents.

6a (iv)

Allotment Society – A letter has been received from a plot holder who has complained that certain procedures were not adhered to.  Letter has been sent to Chair of Allotment Society, with a copy to the plot holder.
6a (v)
SCDC and Parish Councils - Liaison Meeting – This item was discussed briefly as it mentioned the probable cuts to be made by SCDC during the next financial year and that Parish Councils should bear this in mind when finalising their budget figures for the year 2011/12.

6a (vi)
SCDC – Planning Policy Monthly update – for information only.  If Councillors would like to have a copy please contact Clerk.

6a (vii)
Bar Hill Allotment Society – changes to rules for Council approval.  The Chair of the Allotment Society has asked for approval of two changes to their current riles and they are as follows:-

Bonfires should not be lit when the smoke could blow across the road towards the village or cause a nuisance to nearby residents.  No fires shall be lit between 1st June and 1st October when there could be a danger to crops in adjacent fields.  All fires must be kept under control and properly extinguished before the plot holder leaves the site.

No carpets shall be used on any plot and also no tyres to be kept on site.

These two changes were approved by the Parish Council, proposed by BB and seconded by RH.  All in favour. 
C
6a (viii)
Request for Advertising Poster – Bar Hill Community Market requesting Council approval for advertising on Parish Council fence.  This subject was discussed at length and BB proposed that advertising on the Council fence should not be allowed as the Community Market is held every month it would not be feasible for them to advertise here and this was seconded by BG.  For=6.  Against=4. Abstained=1.  Therefore motion was carried.  However, the Council is in the process of purchasing a village Notice Board and this will be explained to the resident who would be able to advertise on this board.
C
6b 
Meeting room furniture – Clerk has requested that prices be obtained for a new meeting room table (and possibly new chairs).  There are many online sites that sell off Hotel Conference room furniture at a very good price.  BB proposed that a ceiling of £500 be allocated to a new table and this was seconded by MD.  All in favour.
C
6c 
Overtime payment to Clerk – The overtime worked between April and May was 6 hours and SS proposed that this amount be paid to the Clerk and was seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

6d 
Internal Audit – This took place on Wednesday 19th May.  The following comments were made.  At present we do not have a policy for complaints procedures.  Although we do have a complaints register, an actual procedure needs to be put in place.  The internal auditor suggested the model policy be obtained from CPALC and we can then use this.

From June 2010 the Clerk will ensure that all goods/services to be purchased will be put on the agenda for approval before sending out any purchase orders.

The internal auditor has increased the price for this financial year to £35 per hour.  SJ proposed that the increase in internal audit charges be approved and this was seconded by BW.  For=8.  Against=1.  Abstained=2.  Therefore motion was carried to approve the increase in charges.
C

6e
Farmhouse – a request has been sent from Lee Hoxley (youth leader) to paint the outside of building.  This subject was debated at length and it was agreed that the building should be painted, however, the Council were unhappy at the prospect of young people using ladders to gain access to the higher parts of the building.


It was therefore agreed that a meeting would be arranged with the Youth Leaders and members of the Parish Council, to ascertain exactly what is going to be done.  It was decided that a Working Group would meet with them and would include BB, BG, BH and JDol.  The Clerk will contact Lee Hoxley and arrange a meeting.
C

6f
Stream banks – A discussion took place on the shoring up of the stream bank and possible funding available to help towards costs.  The Clerk has already had one quotation, which is in the region of £11k.  The responsibility of the stream once belonged to the National Rivers Authority and then the Environment Agency who both passed this responsibility to the Parish Council, just when all the work needed to be done.  Therefore the Clerk felt that funding should be found to help with the work.  It was agreed that in the first instance, the Clerk would contact Rob Mongovan of SCDC and get his advice.
C

6g 
Monthly Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for May.

The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BW and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in May and these were approved and proposed by BH and seconded by BB.   All in favour.  

6h
Annual Audit Returns – The year-end accounts for 2010 and annual governance statement was read out to the Council.  Accepted and proposed by SJ and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
7.0
Chairs Report

a. To consider provision of notice board in village centre


MS asked the Council to consider what type of notice board and where it should be sited.  JDol felt that a notice board should be in the control of the Clerk who would have the responsibility of putting in new notices as well as taking out old notices.  RH felt that if the Clerk should have the responsibility then it would be at her discretion as to what is advertised.  BH felt that the notice area should be lockable with the key in the Clerk’s possession.


MS suggested that this item be put on the agenda for June for further discussion and by then the clerk would have had time to obtain further quotations for a new notice board.
C

b. Procurement Policy for goods and services


The new Policy for the procurement of goods and services was looked at by the Council.  The adoption of this new policy was proposed by SJ and seconded by BG.  All in favour of accepting this policy.

c. Policy for relations with press/media


MS explained that this policy needs to be read in conjunction with the Website Policy.  The adoption of this new policy was proposed by JY and seconded by BB.  All in favour of accepting this policy.

8.0 
Reports

a) School Governors Report (B Waters) - There has been no meeting so no report was given. 

b) South Cambridgeshire District Council (BW) - RH reported that due to the recent local and general elections there has been little to report, however he informed the Council that after a recent fly-tipping incident in Melbourn, a person was found guilty and fined £6k.

c)
Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds) - JDol reported to JR that several residents have been reporting potholes in the village and the statutory 28-day period has now elapsed and some have still not been repaired.  Several areas in the village was discussed with emphasise on Pheasant Rise as this road had potholes before the bad weather and having been reported several time it has still not been repaired.


Traffic congestion was discussed and JR reported that mini buses are being used to transport children to schools in Cambridge but this has had little effect on the roads during term time.

d)
Community Safety (M Bujar) - The Neighbourhood Panel Meeting took place on Tuesday 19th May and was well attended by Bar Hill Councillors.  It was emphasised that any anti-social behaviour must be reported to SCDC under the DPPO.

e)
Residents Association (R Hall) - RH had nothing to report due to the last meeting being cancelled.  However MS reported that the Fete Programme would be attached to the Bar Hill News.

f)
Village Hall Management Committee (R Hall) - There was nothing to report and the Clerk had received no accounts for the previous month.

g)
Planning Committee (J Doland) - The minutes had already been handed to the Council and JDol, the new Chair for the Planning Committee, summarised the events.

h)
Tesco Liaison (B Burrage) - BB had nothing to report; however he reported that the road outside Bar Hill Motors has now become extremely dangerous.  

9.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Grass Cutting – Several Councillors reported that many residents have mentioned what a good job the new Grass Contractors are doing and they are very pleased with the results.

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 17th June 2010 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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