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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 17 June 2010


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


R Hall
Councillor
(RH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


PCSO Mani Bujar
Cambridgeshire Police


Apologies: 
J Reynolds
County Councillor

2.0
Visitors to meeting

Chris Bradley, Martin Johnson and Gemma Bordan, all from SCDC, attended the meeting to discuss graffiti, anti-social behaviour and fly posting.  SCDC does not have a designated graffiti removal team, however with the help of the police and the probation service they are able to give this service for one day a week and there is no charge to private households, Parish Councils or businesses.

Local authorities are only responsible for removing graffiti from public buildings, monuments or street furniture such as benches, other items such as telephone boxes and bus shelters are the responsibility of the company that placed them there.  In summary wherever graffiti appears, the Clerk should contact SCDC and ask for it to be removed.

The area at Anglian Water was discussed as some Councillors felt that this graffiti should be removed whether by SCDC or Anglian Water.  Chris replied that he has, in the past, asked for the removal of this graffiti but Anglian Water did not feel the graffiti was a problem.  Also he mentioned that if we insist on this graffiti being removed, Anglian Water could insist that the skate park street art also be removed.  MS then asked the Council for a show of hands if the graffiti should be left on the Anglian Water building and there was a majority vote for this action, therefore the motion was carried.

Advertising boards around the village was then briefly discussed.  SCDC have the same legal right to remove advertising signs as the County Council, so in future the Council should contact them for removal.  Councillors can take down signs on lampposts at any time, if they feel they are causing a problem.  They were thanked for attending the meeting and they left.

3.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 20th May 2010:-


The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th May 2010 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JY and seconded by BW.  All in favour.  

4.0
Matters Arising

a) Bar Hill Community Market – appeal against decision

An email was received in reply to our decision not to allow advertising on the Parish Council fencing.  This subject was again debated and BB proposed that a banner, advertising the Community Market, could be placed on the fencing the day before the market takes place and then to ensure it is taken down no later than the day after and this was seconded by MP.  For=10.  Against=1.  Abstained=2.  Therefore the motion was carried to allow the banner.
C
b) Village Notice Board

The Clerk has found some more companies that produce outdoor notice boards but is still waiting for prices.  Therefore it was agreed that the Planning Committee would look at this subject when the prices are available.  
C
c) Bar Hill Sports and Social Club – Noise (update)

Brian Heffernan of SCDC had emailed the Clerk with regard to a meeting he had arranged with the Social Club but as yet has not heard back from him so this subject was deferred to the July meeting where it will be discussed further. 
C

d) Potholes

J Dol. reported that the potholes that were reported at the last meeting have now been repaired.

5.0

Clerks Report - General correspondence received this month

5a (i)
Standards Committee Newsletter – Information on declaring interests (sent in PC packs).  RH declared a prejudicial interest on this subject as he is on the Committee for the Standard Committee.  This subject was discussed briefly and it was agreed to note the contents and file.

5a (ii)
Northstowe Parish Forum – Minutes of the meeting held at Oakington Primary School on Monday 24TH May 2010.  Already sent to the Councillors and there was no further discussion. 

5a (iii)
SCDC – Their new approach to removal of kiosks and/or sponsoring and adoption of Telephone kiosks.  The letter was read out to the meeting and in brief meant that if the Council wished to adopt our telephone kiosks we would have to pay for the upkeep and maintenance.

5a (iv)

SCDC – Planning Policy Monthly update for June – sent in PC packs.  The contents were duly noted and will be filed. 
5a (v)
County Council – Recycling Open Day on 19th June 2010.  This was sent by email to the Councillors if they wished to attend.
5a(vi)
Neighbourhood Panel Meeting – Minutes.  This information was sent in the Parish Council packs and no discussion took place.

5a (vii)
Aran Services Ltd – Company specialising in energy efficiency work and services have written to the Council wanting our advise on how to get their message across to residents.  It was agreed that no action would be taken, as this was a commercial company.

5a (viii)
University of Cambridge – North West Cambridge Development.  RH has agreed to attend the meeting and will report back at the next Parish Council meeting
5a (ix)
SCDC – Election of Parish Council member to the Standards Committee – ballot paper for Bar Hill to elect person from Cambourne or Teversham.  BW proposed that the vote be given to Ian Booth of Cambourne as she felt that it would be good for Cambourne to have a member on this committee, as it is a new village with lots to offer

5b
Traffic Management – Questions and answers.  This information was sent prior to the meeting and the Council had no further comments to make.

5c 
Internal Audit – The official report was read out at the last meeting and the contents were agreed.  Therefore this report will be filed.  

5d 
Overtime payment to Clerk – The overtime worked between May and June was 8 hours and SJ proposed that this amount be paid to the Clerk and was seconded by BG.  All in favour.

5e
Approval of works to be carried out in village 
	15
	Ian Lawson
	Poplar tree close to village sign at front of village has damaged base.  
	MWP quoted £299.50



	17
	Rohan Platts
	Trees behind Scout Hut need to be cut back away from roof.  SCDC have been advised and have given their permission

	Lawson quoted £120

	21
	Mr J Stafford
	Tree outside 27 Fairway needs to be cut back
	Lawson quoted £285



	27
	Ken Collins
	Hedging between 31-33 Spinney needs to cut back
	Lawson quoted £110



	30
	Andrew Noyes
	Land to the rear of 4 Viking Way needs to have bushes and trees cut back away from building


	Lawson quoted £100





From the three quotations received for each job, the listed contractor was the cheapest and these were approved and proposed by BW and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

5f 
Monthly Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for June.

The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BH and seconded by BG.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in June and these were approved and proposed by JY and seconded by JDol.   All in favour.  

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
6.0
Chairs Report

a. Bar Hill Scout Group (information sent in packs)


Jim Platts (Chair of the Scout Group) attended the meeting and MS summarised to the Council the meeting that took place recently with regard to their need for a lease to enable them to source funding for the Scout group.  J Platts went through their short, medium and long term plans and the points of the lease were looked at as follows:-

· The building (present structure or new build) should have its own utility metres installed for gas, water and electricity.  (This will be done with a sub-meter).

· The Scout Group should not sub-let or hire the building for gain if it would be contrary to the interests of the Village Hall and their hirers.  There may be times when the Village Hall cannot accommodate a hirer and they would then look to hire out the facilities, as this will be a stipulation of the funding organisation.

· Any new build should only occupy an area no larger than the “footprint” of the existing building, unless approved by the Parish Council and Village Hall Management Committee.  (They are in agreement with this clause).

· The Parish Council and Village Hall Management Committee should approve all plans for a new building.  (They are in agreement with this clause).

· The terms of the lease shall be for 5 years renewable.  (The funding organisation would normally seek a 10-year lease).

· The Village Hall Management Committee should incur no costs as a direct result of the granting of a lease to the Scout Group.  (They are in agreement with this clause).

· The current Scout Hut shall be kept in a safe state of repair until such time a new building can be put on the site.  The Parish Council will have the right to inspect the building at any time to ensure this is the case.  (They agree to this clause, although it should be by prior arrangement).

· A nominal ground rent of £10 per month shall be payable on an annual basis by cheque or quarterly by standing order made payable to the Parish Council - this is standard practise for any lease granted by the Parish Council.  (They agree in principle but at present have no funds).

· The Scout Group shall pay for all legal fees incurred in the drawing up of the lease.  (Legal fees to be discussed further by the Parish Council).

JDean felt that the other organisations paying ground rent are all commercial enterprises and thinks the Scout Group should be looked at differently as they are non-profit marking.  Due to the lack of funding available to the Scout at present JDol proposed that we waive the ground rent for 2 years and this was seconded by BB.  For=12.  Against=1 (MP).  Therefore motion was carried.

MP then ask Mr Platts if they were fundraising themselves and he replied that they were but unfortunately this was very small scale as refurbishing the building would cost more than what could be raised.  RH suggested they have a stall at the fete as this could raise significant amounts of money.

MP then proposed that the last item in the lease with regard to legal fees should read all legal fees to be paid in total or in part by the Scout Group and this was seconded by RH.  For=11.  Against=1 (SJ).  Therefore the last item of the lease would be changed.
C

b. Parish Plan from the Village Hall

BB reported that he spoke with Di Chapman (Secretary) and she confirmed that the changes to the kitchen had never been discussed or minuted at any meetings.  He also spoke with the new Chair and she thought it had not been discussed or agreed to at any time.  There is to be a meeting next week and BB has asked for this subject to be put on the main agenda for discussion.

This subject was then debated at length and BB agreed that the email should not be replied to until he has a definitive answer from the Management Committee.

MS again asked for a permanent representative from the Council to attend the meetings (they are quarterly) and SJ agreed to attend the meetings in future on our behalf.

c. Fencing at village entrance


JDol explained that at the last Planning Meeting it has been suggested that the fence be taken down altogether but he, and MS had second thoughts and felt that this could cause more problems.  Therefore MP proposed that we repair the existing fence and bring it up to standard and this was seconded by BG.  All in favour.
C
7.0 
Reports

a) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage) - BB reported that the bus stop at Tesco had still not been repaired and now there was broken glass where a window had been smashed.  RH agreed to inform SCDC Environmental Health and ask for a site visit.

b) School Governors Report (B Waters) - There has been no meeting so no report was given. 

c) South Cambridgeshire District Council (BW) - BW reported that the blue wheely bins are due to start being used from October.

d)
Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds) – Due to absence there was nothing to report.

e)
Community Safety (M Bujar) – There has been 50 incidents reported within the last month.  Some of the crimes reported are confidential and details cannot be disclosed at the moment.


Two incidents of rogue traders were reported.  One in Hillcrest on 10th June and the other in Foxhollow on 11th June.  No details of any persons or vehicles were supplied.  There was also a report of suspicious circumstances in Field View from a member of the public, which resulted in 3 people being detained for burglary.


The Neighbourhood Watch Scheme was briefly discussed and the Clerk mentioned to the PCSO that an article was being put in the next issue of the Bar Hill News to ask any co-ordinators to come forward or if any resident was interested in becoming a co-ordinator to contact her at the Parish Council Office.  Once this information has been collated she will contact the PCSO so a meeting can be arranged to discuss taking this project forward.  

f)
Residents Association (R Hall) - RH reported that there are fewer stalls this year but thinks there will be a rush for stalls closer to the date.  Paul Goodfield has purchased plastic rubbish bins to place around the village green for fate day.

g)
Village Hall Management Committee (R Hall) - There was nothing to report, as the meeting will be held next week.

h)
Planning Committee (J Doland) - The minutes had already been handed to the Council and JDol, the new Chair for the Planning Committee, summarised the events and the Clerk confirmed that a reply had not yet been received with regard to the appeal for 25 Hollytrees, after their application has been refused.

8.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

ATL, Viking Way – BB reported that at any one time, 20-30 pallets from this company are being left about and they are then being taken by strewn about. The Clerk will contact Environmental Health and ask for a site visit.
C

Village Hall, litter – BH reported that the Cricket Club had left a lot of rubbish behind after their last game and they said it was because the litterbins were full.

Village Roundabout – BB asked if the roundabout could be cleaned up as it has become very untidy.  This was the responsibility of County Council, but since the advertising stopped on the roundabout, so has the maintenance.  The Clerk will put this on her jobs list.
C

Fencing – BW reported that some fencing along the main spine path leading to Little Meadow needs to be looked at.
C

The Willows Income – MS has asked for this item to be put on the main agenda for next month, as we need to go forward with what we are to spend the income on.
C
The Farmhouse – There will be a meeting with the Farmhouse Youth Leaders on Thursday 24th June at 2pm, therefore JDol asked for the Planning Committee meeting to start at 1.15pm to enable the working group to attend both meetings.

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 15th July 2010 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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