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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 16 September 2010


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


R Hall
Councillor
(RH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)



M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


PCSO Mani Bujar
Cambridgeshire Police

2.0
Visitors to meeting


Village Hall Management Committee – Paul Neal, Carol Griffiths, Bill Proudfoot and Anne Sweeney of the Management Committee attended the meeting and Paul started by reading out his report that was given at the last Management Committee Meeting.  In summary he felt that the Parish Council was not happy with the way the Committee was being run and felt that the recent input from the Parish Council was not helpful.


MS wished it to be known that the Parish Council was very happy with the way the Management Committee was run and that we are extremely lucky to have Paul Neal on board.  With regard to the letter sent to all organisations, including the Management Committee, MS regretted that the letter had been confusing as the letter was intended purely to receive ideas from all organisations on what their future plans are so this can be mapped within the Parish Plan.


With regard to the honorariums, MS explained that at the time of SJ attending their Committee Meeting, the only reference we had to remunerations was in the Trust Deed but since that meeting MP had looked on the Charities Commission website and found that this information had indeed been updated and that remunerations were allowed.


MS then briefly explained about how Parish Councils have to behave due to our code of conduct.  Also there have been many changes in procedures over the last couple of years and our auditors are very strict with regard to Council’s adhering to the rules and regulations.  The Parish Council must show that we know about the contents of the Trust Deed, which is the reason why a Special Meeting was held for the Councillors to discuss this matter. 


JDol then said that he had no objections to honorariums being paid to members of the Committee; his only concern that payments made in this way did not contravene the Trust Deed.


Carol Griffiths then asked the Parish Council if they could try and persuade Paul Neal to stay on as Treasurer and Paul replied that now this meeting had taken place he would consider straying on for a further year.  It was also mentioned that their AGM would be held on Monday 20th September at 7.30pm in the Village Hall and they would be happy to see members of the Parish Council attending.  They thanked the Parish Council for their time.


Committee members of the Football project attended the meeting - Paul Thorby and Jairo Marin attended the meeting and Paul Thorby started by informing the Parish Council that they are in the process of getting quotations for works to be done on the All Weather Sport Pitch, including resurfacing and new fencing.  In the past the invoices have been passed to the Parish Council for payment because of getting a refund on the VAT but they were informed that in future the Parish Council cannot reclaim the VAT on projects done by a third party.


Paul continued that if VAT had to be paid on these works then this would delay the work considerably as they would have to find further funding just to pay the VAT.


As the Clerk had already informed them of the present situation MS agreed that the Clerk would contact our auditors/accountants and ask if this system can be done again for the Football Project and once she has a definitive answer the Clerk will contact Paul.
C

They thanked the Parish Council and left the meeting. 

3.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 15th July 2010:-


The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th July 2010 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BB and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.  

4.0
Matters Arising

a) Village Square - After looking at the revised plan for the Village Square it was agreed that the following would be done.  The notice board to be positioned so it is seen from both directions when walking along the spine path.  Planter tubs to be included.  No bin or seat to be placed on the square, although it was mentioned that a bin could be placed outside the Parish Council Office.
C


MP felt that we should approach Scottsdale’s or Oakington Garden Centre who, apart from giving advice, may be happy to sponsor the square and in return give us a good price for the complete works.
C
Also to be included in the funding for the Village Square would be flowerbeds at the village entrance brick walls and flowers for the roundabout.
C
b) Willows Income - The Clerk went through the accounts for the Willows income and it was agreed that the Willows income would pay for the new gritting machine and shed to be built to the rear of the Parish Council Office to house the gritting machine and bags of salt/grit.  Also all bulbs, trees and shrubs will be paid for from the Willows income.  However it was agreed that the grit bins that will be ordered next month should come from the Parish Council precept.
C

c) Viking Way - BB asked if Viking Way could be looked at again with a view to narrowing at the Health Centre end of the road to deter large vehicles from parking.  It was suggested that the Clerk contact Highways Department and ask if they could attend a future Planning Committee meeting to give some advice.
C

MP felt that the problem is certainly not as bad as it once was and the road is currently suffering from general wear and tear and felt that any road narrowing would hinder emergency access, although the road outside Bar Hill Motors was in need of repairs.  It was therefore agreed that the Clerk would obtain quotations for this part of Viking Way to be patched. 
C


5.0

Clerks Report - General correspondence received this month

	5a (i)
	NALC – Local Government Pay for 2010/11– Press release (already sent in packs) stating that there will be no salary increases over the next two years.  Noted and filed.


	

	5a (ii)
	County Council – Bus way progress but BAM Nuttall fail to fix defects as pledged – press release sent from John Reynolds.  Noted and filed.


	

	5a (iii)
	SCDC – Monthly planning policy update (already sent in packs).  Noted and filed.


	

	5a (iv)
	Community Pride and Village Hero Award – Invitation to attend presentation of Village Hero award on Friday 1st October at Scotsdale Garden Centre.  The Clerk will attend and BB will attend in place of MS.


	

	5a(v)
	Cambridgeshire Police Shrievalty Trust – Request for donation and/or an invitation for them to visit one of our meetings to discuss further how they help in the community.  After a brief discussion SJ proposed that £50 be donated to this charity and this was seconded by BW.  All in favour.


	C

	5a (vi)
	SCDC – Invitation to attend a Parish Council Liaison Meeting on 18th October at 7.30 in Cambourne.  RH agreed to attend this meeting on behalf of the Parish Council.


	

	5a (vii)
	SCDC – Invitation to attend the next Northstowe Parish Forum meeting on Wednesday 13th October at 7pm.  BW agreed to attend this meeting on behalf of the Parish Council.


	

	5a (viii)
	Cambridgeshire Constabulary – Press release on Police Budget needing to save £9 million.  Noted and filed.


	

	5a (ix)
	Sue Kenchington – Request to use Parish Council meeting room for morning coffee.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council Office meeting room could be used, as a trial, for a coffee morning for the elderly of the village, one morning a week, at the discretion of the Clerk.


	C

	5a (x)
	Neighbourhood Watch – Email already sent to Councillors.  This was briefly discussed and MS informed the meeting that John Fuller would be handling this matter in the future.  Also Brian Howard volunteered for Pheasant Rise, John Doland volunteered for Robin Close, Roger and Jo Hall will be looking after Almond Grove and Sue Jenkins will look after Foxhollow.  These names will be given to John Fuller for his records.


	C


5b
Moore Stephens – Annual Audit for 2010.  The 2010 audited accounts have now been signed off and no report was made by Moore Stephens, which means the accounts have been done to the correct procedures.  The Parish Council agreed the contents of the Annual return.

5c 
Play Inspection Report – The report was sent prior to meeting and it was agreed that before any decisions could be made, the Clerk would obtain quotations for any works needed to be done and a decision will be made at the October meeting.  However MS reported that she had been to the Skate Park and felt that some ramps were in a reasonable condition, nevertheless MP felt that an independent opinion was needed before going ahead with any works.
C

For the record JDol reported that, although living very close to the Skate Park, he has never experienced any adverse noise but feels if too much expenditure is needed for improvements then closure should be considered.  RH replied that this needs to be looked at closely as in the long-run it may cost more to close the skate park than to maintain it.

5d 
Tree and Hedge Pack – Email from SCDC with regard to the scheme currently running.  The contents of the email were duly noted and will be filed.

5e
Bar Hill Cricket Club – Request for contribution towards their costs because they could not play their matches on the village green this season.  This was discussed at length and BB proposed that the full amount of £177 be given to the Cricket Club as a donation towards their additional costs and this was seconded by MP.  MS reminded the Council that they could not propose this because, at the last meeting, a decision had been made that grants for this year would not exceed £100.


SJ then counter proposed that, due to the motion passed at the last meeting whereby the Council would only donate up to £100 per organisation during this financial year, having looked sympathetically at the situation the Parish Council will donate £100 to help towards their shortfall and this was seconded by RH.  For=5.  Against=4.  Therefore the motion was carried that £100 be given to the Cricket Club.
C

5f 
Monthly Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for August and September.

The monthly expenditure report for August was proposed as a true record by JDol and seconded by BG.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques that were paid in August and these were approved and proposed by JDol and seconded by RH.   All in favour.  

The monthly expenditure report for September was proposed as a true record by JDol and seconded by BG.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in September and these were approved and proposed by JDol and seconded by SJ.   All in favour.  

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
6.0
Chairs Report


There was no report given under Chairs Report.

7.0 
Reports

a) Village Hall Management Committee (S Jenkins) 


The meeting will not be held until 20th September but this subject had already been discussed under Visitors.  Due to SJ not being able to attend the forthcoming meeting the Clerk agreed to attend.

b) Planning Committee (J Doland) 

The Minutes if the previous Planning Committee meeting had already been received and nothing was brought up for discussion.

c) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)


There was nothing to report at this time.  However, as reported at the last Planning Committee meeting, the Clerk will obtain quotations for the road repairs outside Bar Hill Motors.

d) School Governors Report (B Waters) 


BW reported that due to the summer break there have been no meetings but they will resume in October.

e) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall) 

There will be future rewards for the best-kept village, street and garden.  Also work with the County Council and Parish Councils to rid the streets of unnecessary street clutter is being undertaken.

Encouragement is being given for a “traditional Christmas” and to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee there will be a flag campaign informing the public the flags outside properties is legal.  Also to encourage Parish Councils to plant an Oak Tree for the 2012 celebrations.

f) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds) 


MP asked why the traffic lights at the bus way were on even though the bus way has yet to open?  JR replied that the contractors keep the lights on for safety reasons.  This is not being paid for by the taxpayer but by the contractors until the handover the bus way system.


The old airfield road in Oakington was discussed as Councillors wanted to know what would be happening to this road when the other works have been completed. JR replied that the airfield road would be incorporated by a bus way and cycleway system.


JR reported that Jon Butler of the Cottenham Youth Patch would like to attend the next Parish Council Meeting to explain to Councillors the new regime for support for the youth groups in the next financial year.  It was agreed that the Clerk would invite Jon to our October meeting.
C

The Children’s Centre will officially be open on Friday 17th September.

g) Community Safety (M Bujar) 


Due to Mani being on holiday there was no report given.

h) Residents Association (R Hall) 


The main agenda item at present is the Fireworks display on 5th November.  RH then asked permission for use of the village green for this event and SJ proposed that permission be given and this was seconded by MS.  All in favour.


Plans are also underway for next year’s Village Fete with the theme being “Ye Olde Village Fete”

i)
Football Project


Due to the early departure of BH no report was given, however this item was discussed under Visitors.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Cycleway to Dry Drayton – BW reported that the cycleway, although finished, has not been finished to a good standard.  The Contractors have been instructed to come back and complete the job properly.

Environment Meeting – BW also asked if the Environment Meetings could be reinstated as there are many hedged in the village that need to be looked at on a regular basis.  She also recommended that some major hedges be given names, so as to easily identify them in the future.  The Clerk agreed to put a date in her diary for an Environment meeting to take place some time in October.
C

Visitors – RH reported that there is a member from the District Councillor who would like to attend one of our Parish Council meetings and he was given the go ahead to let them know of the date for the October meeting.
C
Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.10pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 21st October 2010 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office. 

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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