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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 21 October 2010


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


R Hall
Councillor
(RH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)



M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


PCSO Mani Bujar
Cambridgeshire Police

2.0
Visitors to meeting


Jon Butler and Julie Bristow of the Cottenham Youth Patch 

Jon started by informing the meeting that there has been a formal consultation document on youth services and this will hit them hard for the next financial year.  They need to save £4 million from all youth projects, which in real terms will mean a 30% reduction in their budget.  Also the connexions budget will be cut leaving them with cuts being made of 60%.


Jon will be looking at the staffing structure and may well have to halve the staffing levels throughout South Cambridgeshire. In summary by reducing the budget in this way may mean that youth provision may cease.  The current £3,000 grant from County Council will stop in the next financial year.  However, to keep staffing to a good standard fixed contracts need to be offered so any funding they get from elsewhere will need to be agreed for at least a 3 year period.


It was agreed that Jon would leave the meeting and produce a budget statement, which the Parish Council will discuss at the Budget Meeting in November. 
C

3.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 16th September 2010:-


The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th September 2010 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SJ and seconded by MP.  All in favour.  

4.0
Matters Arising


Lease Agreement for Scout Hut – Jim and Rohan Platts attended the meeting to sign the Lease Agreement.  This will now be sent to our Solicitors and copies will be sent to the Scout Group to enable them to obtain funding.
C
5.0

Clerks Report - General correspondence received this month

	5a (iii)
	Society of Local Council Clerks – Letter asking why the Parish Council Clerk is not a member and the benefits this could bring.  It was agreed that, at this time, due to current resources, the Clerk would not become a member.


	

	5a (vii)
	Email from SCDC – Exception Sites Parish Review Group – Invitation to attend a forum of Parish Councils to discuss Housing Associations on Monday 8th November.  There were no Councillors wanting to attend so this would be filed.


	

	5a (viii)
	Demolition of Parish Council Wall - Email from resident with suggestions to make walls more visible.  The email was read out and the contents were duly noted.


	

	5a (ix)
	Email from Domino – Would like their footprint on the environment to be extended to helping the Parish Council in any way they can.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that the representative from Domino would be invited to our next Planning Committee Meeting for an informal discussion.

	    C


5b
Skate Park – Report from Play Inspector and report on possible costs involved in repairs.  A report had been done by our Play Inspector, which was read out to the meeting.  Also a detailed estimate of works was read out and due to the amount of work involved it was agreed this should be put on the main agenda for the next Parish Council meeting for a more detailed discussion.   
C
5c 
Bar Hill Football Club – Request for a contribution towards their recent costs incurred due to the problems with the village green.  After a brief discussion JDean proposed that we donate £100 to the Football Club towards their costs and this was seconded by RH.  For=9.  Against=1 (JDol).  Abstained=2 (due to declaration of interest)  Therefore motion was carried. 
C
5d
Parish Council Photocopier – Quotation to change company and save money.  This was discussed and the Clerk went through the costs for the current machine along with the savings made if we change to another company.  BB proposed that we change the photocopier to the new company and this was seconded by JY.  Fore=11.  Abstained=1.  Therefore motion was carried.
C

5e
Works to be approved – All the following proposed works were proposed by BW and seconded by MD.  All in favour:-

	41
	Brookfield quoted £45.  Accepted on PO 0898

	48
	S Lawlor quote £470.  Accepted on PO 0877

	54
	Brookfield quoted £70.  Accepted on PO 0899

	60
	Lawson quoted £260.  Lawson accepted on PO 0881

	61
	MWP quoted £249.  MWP accepted.

	69
	MWP quoted £216.56.  Accepted on PO 0894

	72
	MWP quoted £150.24.  Accepted on PO 0892

	74
	Lawson quoted £275. Accepted on PO 0897

	77
	Lawson quoted £70.  Accepted on PO 0887

	81
	MWP quoted £99.17.  Accepted on PO 0895

	88
	Brookfield quoted £120.  Accepted on PO 0900

	90
	MWP quoted £99.60.  Accepted on PO 0896


5f
Public Works Loan Board – Stopping of payments by cheque.  Would like direct debits in future.  This subject was briefly discussed and JDean proposed that all future loan payments be made by direct debit and this was seconded by JY.  For=11.  Abstained=1 (BB, due to prejudicial interest).  Therefore motion was carried.
C
5g 
Rescinding of decision – Letter signed by 3 Councillors wishing the proposal for the limiting of payments to £100 for donations for this financial year to be rescinded.  This was discussed at length as some Councillors felt that the decision to keep donations to £100 would affect the organisations that help the elderly.  A vote then took place and the resolution to rescind the vote was for=10.  Abstained=2.  Therefore the motion to rescind the vote was carried. 

5h 
Monthly Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for October.


The monthly expenditure report for October was not approved, as the computer had not deducted the figures correctly.  The Clerk will go through the accounts once more for approval at the next meeting.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in October and these were approved and proposed by SJ and seconded by RH.   All in favour.  
C
The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
6.0
Chairs Report


There was no report given under Chairs Report.

7.0 
Reports

a) Football Project

BH has once again been elected as Vice-Chairman at their AGM some weeks ago.  There are now fewer Colts teams hiring but the 5 a side is doing well.  At present they have £45k in their account but the majority of this has been earmarked for the resurfacing work to be done in the near future. 


b) Village Hall Management Committee (S Jenkins) 


Quotations for the car park improvements have been submitted to the Parish Council and these will be approved at the next meeting.  Paul Neal has agreed to stay as Treasurer for a further year and Carol Griffin will stay as Chair.  The accounts were read out and all is well.
C
c) Planning Committee (J Doland) 

The Parish Council has already received the Planning Committee minutes and there was nothing further to discuss.

d) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB contacted Tesco and they have agreed to weed the area outside the dot.com business as this has started to look unsightly.

e) School Governors Report (B Waters) 

Due to absence BW had nothing to report.


f) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall) 

A change in legislation, which may be introduced is the Parish Council precept to be capped in the same way as those of District and County Councils.  Also, council tax rents will have to increase more rapidly than currently anticipated to the same level as housing association rents and inherited tenancies will be made illegal.

At present the Council spends about £17 million per annum, the highest part of which is on environmental services, which includes waste collection.  About £14 million of this is split between Council Tax and Revenue Support Grant provided by the Government.  It is likely that neither of these will increase.   The following should be noted:

· The number of people employed by the Council has halved in the last five years.

· Cambridge City Council employs twice as many people with a smaller population.

· South Cambridgeshire Council Tax is the sixth lowest in the country.

· Councillors have not taken a pay increase in their allowances for the last three years.


Helene Davies-Green of Hillcrest, who is often seen collecting litter around Bar Hill, was recently given an award in recognition of her efforts at SCDC Village Pride and Village Hero Awards’ event held at Scotsdales Garden Centre in Great Shelford.

g) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds) 

The A14 was discussed at length as Councillors were concerned that now the improvement scheme has been scrapped would the Northstowe development still go ahead.  JR replied that Northstowe would go ahead but with a reduction of housing to 1300 dwellings.  The current cutbacks were discussed and JR explained how the cuts would be made. 

h) Community Safety (M Bujar) 

Bar Hill Parish Council Police report 17th September to 20th October 2010.  There have been a total of 103 incidents/crimes reported from 17 Sep 10 to 20 October 10.  Please be aware that some of the incidents/crimes may not be suitable for discloser.

1 Shoplifting in Tesco Store

1 Dwelling burglary, in Hillcrest

1 Criminal damage to a vehicle at the Fox pub car park, Gladeside 

5 Thefts from motor vehicles, further 3other thefts classified elsewhere. 

6 Bilking ’’Making off without payments from Tesco petrol station.   

6 Road related calls

1 Road traffic collision in Viking Way

7 Reports of suspicious circumstances

3 Vehicle related nuisance in Viking Way, Tesco Super Store car park

6 Rowdy nuisances 

There have been no reports of anti-social behaviour.

We are aware that speeding within the village remains a concern and it is currently one of our panel priorities.  We have previously conducted speed checks in Crafts Way both early morning and at end of school time.  We would welcome and consider any suggestions for locations and times to conduct our future checks.

A number of incidents related to suspicious circumstances including reports of door-to-door sales persons, rogue traders, and vehicle driving slowly around the village with occupant(s) paying close attention to houses.   We would like to encourage people to call such incidents into the police directly while they are occurring. That way, if there are officers in or nearby they have a better chance of locating vehicles or persons involved and checking them out.

In his report the PCSO indicated that there were no anti-social behaviour incidents reported.  The Councillors wondered what “rowdy nuisances” came under if not anti-social.  The Clerk will contact the PCSO for clarification.

i) Residents Association (R Hall) 


There was no meeting this month but the music for next year’s fete has been agreed.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Parish Plan - MS reported that so far there has been very little co-operation from the village groups with regard to the Parish Plan.  Linda Browne of SDCD has been in contact with the Clerk to ask if a public consultation has taken place and also a working group should be created to take this project forward.  RH indicated that he would continue the work on the Parish Plan.

Colts Football – BB reported that the Colts Football Club had an auction night and raised a total of £3k.

HGV’s – JDol wished it to be minuted that his thanks goes to BW for her help in getting the Eddie Stobbard vehicle removed from Gladeside after she emailed the company direct.  We have been informed that their lorries should not bother the village any longer.

Coffee Morning – BH and the Clerk reported that the first Coffee Morning in the Parish Council Meeting room went very well.

Cricket Club – BH reported that the Cricket Club recently had its AGM and they are still looking at the installation of the new nets on the village green.

Tesco Car Park – BW reported that the cleaners have started to clean the car park once again as early as 2.30am.  She has contacted Tesco, as has the Clerk, to ensure that this is done at a reasonable time, as residents are unable to sleep because of the noise.

Dumped Rubbish – SS reported that bags have been dumped behind the bus shelter at Otter Gardens.  The Clerk will contact SCDC and ask for these to be removed.
C

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 18th November 2010 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office. 

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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