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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 18 November 2010


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


R Hall
Councillor
(RH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


PCSO Mani Bujar
Cambridgeshire Police


Apologies: 
B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)

2.0
Visitors to meeting


Ruth Adams and Chris Stannard – Memorial Garden

Chris Stannard started by saying that three quotations have now been received and the cheapest has been accepted at £6,927.50 and the work will commence on 10th January 2011 and this will be the 1st phase of the project.


Ruth then talked about the VAT and the volunteers needed to complete the project with regard to planting etc.  The Church is unable to claim back the VAT and Ruth asked if, as the project is a combined project between the Parish Council and Church, the VAT could be reclaimed by the Parish Council.  The Clerk replied that she had already been in contact With our auditors and, as this is a joint project, this was acceptable to them.


Ruth would also like to have a plinth put in now so that a Christmas tree can be erected in time for Christmas and this will be done in the next couple of weeks.


The 2nd phase of the project will be the planting and a great deal of interest has been shown by Happy Hours who will be happy to participate in the planting.  Ruth is also in the process of applying for extra funding through WREN. It is hoped that planting will consist of hedging and shrubs, as this needs to be an ongoing, low maintenance project.


BW therefore proposed that the invoices be sent to the Parish Council in order the VAT to be reclaimed and the payments will be made from the Lloyds account.  This was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

3.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 21st October 2010:-


The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 21st October 2010 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by JDean.  All in favour.  

4.0
Matters for discussion from previous minutes

Farmhouse Youth Group – MS will be attending a meeting with the Youth Group in the next few days and she asked for comments on any issues the Parish Council could put to their Committee meeting and it was agreed that the issue of the Council’s contribution towards the running costs of the Farmhouse would be raised.


A discussion then took place on where the Youth Group could meet if the Farmhouse was not available.  MP felt that the Farmhouse should stay as it is at present and with the forthcoming cuts for next financial year we should give it a chance.  BB agreed and suggested we leave it now and review the situation in a year.  The discussion then turned to the building only being used by the Youth Group two nights a week and whether we could utilise the building in other ways by hiring it out.  MS replied that we had to be mindful not to take away much needed business from the Village Hall and Octagon, who already hire out their premises. 


MP therefore proposed that we put a piece in the Bar Hill News and let the residents know that there is a building that village organisations could use on condition of certain criteria and this was seconded by BB.  All in favour.  This will be put on the agenda for the December Meeting.
C

Skate Park – The Planning Committee site visited the area on 11th November and the following comments were made:


Any repairs should now wait until the spring, as the young people won’t use the ramps when they are wet and also with the lights currently not working it gets dark very early so the usage is not as great as in the summer.  MS also felt that now having looked at the park, there seemed to be nothing in a dangerous condition and any repairs could wait until the spring.


MP would like the shelters removed, as the skate park users were not using them and BB agreed with this statement.  Therefore MP proposed that in the first instance the youth shelters be removed and this was seconded by BB.  For=9.  Against=2.  Therefore motion was carried.
C

MP also proposed that no further work be done at the Skate Park at present and to review this situation in March 2011 and this was seconded by BB.  All in favour.


Village Hall – Quotations have now been received for the work to the Village Hall car park.  BW proposed that the cheapest quotation from Sean Gardiner in accepted and the Parish Council would pay the full amount.  This was seconded by JY. For=10.  Abstained=1 (BB declared a prejudicial interest).  Therefore the motion was carried.
C

5a

Clerks Report - General correspondence received this month

All correspondence received this month was for information only and was read out to the meeting, the contents of which was noted and filed.  

5b
Happy Hours – A letter has been received requesting a donation towards their activities.  A debate took place and BB proposed that we give a donation to Happy Hours of £100, stating that this donation is towards their Christmas Lunch and MP seconded this.  All in favour.   
C
5c 
Knit & Natter – A request for a contribution towards their costs for various forthcoming activities was received and BW proposed that £100 be donated and this was seconded by BH.  All in favour.  
C
5d
Over Day Centre – A request for a donation towards their running costs has been received and after a short debate JDean proposed that we donate £100 and RH seconded this.  All in favour.  
C

5e
Royal British Legion – A request for a donation towards the National Poppy Appeal was received and BB proposed that £200 be donated and this was seconded by JY.  All in favour.  
C
5f
Farmhouse Youth Group – A request has been received from Lee Hoxley, the Youth Leader, for a contribution towards the purchase of a new computer.  It was agreed that this matter would be deferred until the December meeting after MS and BW has attended their Committee Meeting.  
C

5g
Scout Group – An invoice from our Solicitor, Ginn & Co, has now been received for the creation and expediting of the Lease Agreement for the Scout Hut to the amount of £275.  In view of their current lack of funds, SJ proposed that in this instance, we pay the invoice in full on their behalf and this was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.
C  

5h
Works to be approved – All the following proposed works were proposed by BW and seconded by JY.  All in favour:-

	044
	To the rear of 24 Acorn Avenue green waste has been dumped.  S Lawlor quoted £100.  Accepted on PO 0862



	068
	Bollards outside library need to be realigned.  S Lawlor quoted £170.  Accepted on PO 0909



	075
	Area in front of Farmhouse needs to be cut back of weeds and tidied up S Lawlor quoted £50.  Accepted on PO 0910



	082
	Bricks have been removed from Hillcrest bus shelter.  S Lawlor quoted £30.  Accepted on PO 0911



	083
	Rear of 79 Foxhollow, 2 trees (02410 & 02409) need to be cut back away from garden wall

Lawson quoted £90.  Accepted on PO 0905



	094
	Rubbish dumped to rear of 63 Little Meadow S Lawlor quoted £100.  Accepted on PO 0912



	095
	Tree to rear of 134/135 Appletrees to be cut back Brookfield quoted £70.  Accepted on PO 0901



	096
	A copse of trees to the side of 85 Brambles in need of cutting back as it overhangs their garden Lawson quoted £190.  Accepted on PO 0915



	100
	Tree at entrance to Field View (other side of road) has large broken branch S Lawlor quoted £25.  Accepted on PO 0913



	101
	Small copse to rear of 5 Spinney to be cut back MWP quoted £156.  Accepted on PO 0907



	105
	Garages between 33-34 Spinney have bushes that are overgrown (between the 2 houses) MWP quoted £86.  Accepted on PO 0908


5i 
Monthly Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for October and November.


The monthly expenditure report for October has now been amended and this was proposed by BW and seconded by JDean.  All in favour


The Clerk went through the November accounts and these were approved and proposed by MP and seconded by RH.   All in favour.


The Clerk then went through the cheques to be paid in November and this was proposed by BW and seconded by RH.  All in favour.


Internal Audit – This took place on Wednesday 10th November and the report was read to the Council.  The contents were noted and proposed by MS and seconded by RH.  All in favour.


Cambridge Building Society – The Clerk has been investigating methods of receiving more interest on our present account and it was agreed that £20k would be transferred in to a Bond for one year.  This was proposed by MP and seconded by SS.  All in favour.
C

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
6.0
Chairs Report

Willows Income and Reserves
As the Skate Park has been put on hold, this subject will be deferred until the spring of next year.

Date for Budget Meeting
The Budget Meeting will be held on Thursday 2nd December at 7.30pm.

7.0 
Reports

a) Residents Association (R Hall) 


This year’s firework display was as good as ever.  Next year’s fete will include a dog show and a fun run around the village green.  The fete will be in sections where market stalls will be placed in one area and entertainment will be put in another.  There will also be a section for exhibitions and children’s fun and games.  The Parish Council gave a vote of thanks for another wonderful firework display.

b) Football Project

There has been no meeting so there was nothing to report.  

c) Village Hall Management Committee (S Jenkins) 


Due to not being told when the meeting was SJ did not attend.  However, Paul Neal had sent a report along with the accounts and the Clerk read these out to the Meeting.

d) Planning Committee (J Doland) 

The Parish Council has already received the Planning Committee minutes and there was nothing further to discuss.

e) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB reported that the grass and weeds, outside their dot.com business has now been done.  RH confirmed that he will follow up on the bus shelter site visit by Environmental Health.

f) School Governors Report (B Waters) 

The meeting will be taking place next week, so BW will report back at the December meeting.

g) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall) 

RH reported that the Bar Hill DPPO has been extended for a further year and this was indeed great news for the village.

h) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds) 

BB reported that he has now used the new road into Addenbrooke’s and was very impressed.  However MP had concerns about patients being dropped off at the hospital and then being picked up later and JR replied that this possible problem would be looked at in the near future.

JR reported that the Bar Hill flyover will have repairs made in January 2011 but there should not be any road closures.  Northstowe was also briefly discussed and JR then left the meeting.  

i) Community Safety (M Bujar) 

Bar Hill Parish Council Police report from 20th October to 18th November 2010.

· On 31st October there was criminal damage to the Library where unknown persons caused damage either by walking on the roof or throwing objects at it and roof tiles were damaged.

· On 2nd November there was criminal damage in Otter Gardens where unknown persons threw a brick through the ground floor front window and broke it.

· On 10th November there was a burglary in Fairway and an attempted burglary in the same street on 5th November.

· On 10th November there was a report of a vehicle nuisance in Viking Way at Tesco car park.

· On 12th November there was a report of suspicious circumstances where a man was seen in Appletrees slowly walking and looking into property windows.

· Also 8 rowdy nuisances from different addresses in Bar Hill.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Clerk’s Appraisal – MS reported to the Council that she would like to slightly change the current procedure for the Clerk’s annual appraisal as she would like to make the meeting more informal and this was agreed by the Council.

Viking Way Brick Wall – BB reported that the brick wall that belongs to the units in Viking Way seems to have been hit by a large vehicle and looks very unsightly and seems to be in an unsafe condition.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Tesco Head office and store and insist that this wall be kept in a good state of repair.
C
Field View – BB reported that a resident is still parking on a grass verge in the ownership of the Parish Council, despite the Clerk having written to them some weeks ago.  A further letter will be sent asking them to cease parking on Parish Council land.
C

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 16th December 2010 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office. 

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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