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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 16 December 2010


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


R Hall
Councillor
(RH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
PCSO Mani Bujar
Cambridgeshire Police

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 18th November 2010:-


The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th November 2010 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JY and seconded by BW.  All in favour.  


The Minutes for the Special Meeting to discuss our budgetary requirements for 2011/2012, held on 2nd December 2010 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SJ and seconded by MP.  All in favour.  

3.0
Matters for discussion from previous minutes

There were no matters arising from the previous minutes.

4a
Clerks Report - General correspondence received this month

i) Bar Hill Colts – email with regard to dog mess on the village green.  This subject was discussed at length as the various football clubs have to spend a great deal of time clearing up after dogs before they can start their matches.  MP confirmed that this is the case and would like to see a bylaw put in place to stop dog owners letting their dogs off the lead.


BW proposed that before we investigate a bylaw we should try placing signs around the village green saying “Children play sports on this village green, please do not let your dog foul on it.” And this was seconded by BB.  For=12.  Against=1.  Therefore the motion was carried.
C

MP also proposed that a piece be put in the Bar Hill News indicating to residents that the fine for dog fouling is now £1000 and he also proposed that we investigate having a bylaw out in place and this was seconded by JDol.  For=12.  Against=1.  Therefore the motion was carried.
C

ii) The Standards Board – abolition of the Standards Board and what it will mean to Councils.  The letter was read out in summary to the Council with the implications this will have in the future.  The abolition of the Standards Board will not take effect until 2012 so in the meantime the Parish Council will abide by the code of conduct.

iii) SPARC – letter in reply to the Parish Council regarding lighting and other matters.  The letter was read out to the Council and fully debated.  A letter will be sent back to SPARC informing them that a light on their building would be of benefit to all residents and the cost would be minimal.  Also with regard to broken glass it was felt that it is not incumbent on the Parish Council to pick every piece of litter of broken glass and is the duty of all residents to keep their village looking tidy.  
C
iv) Letter from Bunty Waters – Request to rescind the vote made in November to remove the youth shelters at the Skate Park.  This subject was debated in full and MS stated that if the shelters were removed from the Skate Park then the drinkers could move back into the village and start using the Church, Library etc.  With the shelters remaining in the Skate Park, the Police are aware of who is using them.


MP felt that the opinion given by the Play Inspector and the decision to remove the shelters would be the right one.  JDol stated that this subject was brought up at the recent Neighbourhood Panel Meeting and the police are aware of the situation and will be acting upon any problems at the skate park.


BW proposed that the vote to remove the skate park youth shelters be rescinded and this was seconded by SJ.  For=7.  Against=5.  Abstained=1.  Therefore the motion was carried to leave the shelters were they are.



Clerks Report - General correspondence received this month

4b
Football Project – A reply has now been received from the HM Revenue & Customs and they have informed the Council that we are unable to pay the VAT on behalf on the Football project.  However MS felt that the Parish Council would like to encourager the Football Project, as this is one of the big successes of the village.  Therefore MS suggested that we write a letter to them and ask that when they have received a quotation that is acceptable for the work to be done, they should inform the Parish Council and we would look sympathetically on paying a contribution towards the resurfacing.

BB felt that before we agree to pay a contribution he would like to see their accounts to establish what funding they currently have.  Therefore MS proposed that in order for the Parish Council to make a decision to consider this further we would like to see their accounts and possibly invite representatives of the Football Project to our next meeting.  For=13.  Abstained=1 (BH due to declaration of interest).  Therefore the motion was carried.
C

4c
Works to be approved by Parish Council – A quotation has now been received from the contractor, who has been employed to work on the Memorial Garden, to do the work on the Village Square but because of the pricing involved it was decided to obtain further quotations.  MP proposed that this subject be left until the next Parish Council meeting when further quotations may be forthcoming. This was seconded by BB.  For=12.  Against=1 (JDol).  Therefore the motion was carried.
C

4d
Monthly Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for December and these were approved and proposed by SS and seconded by MP.   All in favour.


The Clerk then went through the cheques to be paid in December and these were proposed by BG and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

a. To consider the future of the provision for youth and report from Claire Thorby


The memo from Claire Thorby was read out to the meeting and it was agreed that this subject would be put on file until such time that the trustees of the Massive Youth Project has had further discussions.
C

b. Appletrees Homecare – update


The Clerk reported that the locks to the Willows have now been changed and the only keys are now in the possession of the Parish Council.  It was agreed that the utility metres would be read and that a meeting was taking place on Friday 17th December with Marie Skinner and Mat Sumner of Midas Care of Ely, to discuss the possibility of Midas Care taking over The Willows next year.

c. Policy Documents – Archiving and Appendix to Disabled Discrimination

The Archiving policy was looked at and it was agreed to be adopted.  Proposed by SJ and seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

The appendix to the Disability Discrimination was not correct so this will be put on to the agenda for January 2011 with the correct amendments.
C
6.0 
Reports

a) Community Safety (M Bujar) 


There was no report given for this meeting

b) Residents Association (R Hall) 


There was no meeting this month so no report was given.

c) Football Project

There has been no meeting so there was nothing to report.  

d) Village Hall Management Committee (S Jenkins) 


Although no meeting has taken place the Clerk had received the accounts for November, which was read out to the meeting.  BB added that due to the current economic climate, some substantial bookings have been lost, therefore he would like to see some publicity done for the Village Hall and BW suggested that the South Cambs magazine may be able to help with this.

e) Planning Committee (J Doland) 

The Parish Council has already received the Planning Committee minutes and there was nothing further to discuss on these.  However a planning application has been received for a two-storey side extension at 9 The Fairway, and these plans were looked at by the Parish Council.  The plans were accepted and proposed by BG and seconded by MS.  All in favour.

f) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

The Clerk informed the Council that the telephone number in the Bar Hill News for stray trolleys is not a free phone number but is a call centre on behalf of Tesco.  If you leave a message or speak to someone they will then log the item and hopefully once a week will come around the village to collect the trolleys.

g) School Governors Report (B Waters) 

There was no report for this month.

h) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall) 

RH reported that the Grant Settlement was worse then predicted.  There will be a loss of just over £1m in formula grant in 2011/12 (this is on £7.1m) and a further £750k reduction for 2012/13.  Therefore over the next two years the formula grant projection is £1.7m lower than SCDC predicted.

In cash term, this is a reduction of 30%.  The Government is quoting a loss of 5.6% (and this is what will appear in the media) but that is taking the £1m grant loss from our total resource position (council tax and formula grant) but this includes £3.6m of Parish Council precepts so I would argue this is not a valid comparison.  A closer look is needed at the detail but I read it that District Councils have taken a bigger proportion of the cuts and taken a share in the reduction in specific grants through the damping mechanism.

i) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds) 


The Guided Bus was discussed at length and JR reported that the County Council is trying to reduce the pricing with Stagecoach.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Skate Park – MS wished to update the Council on grant applications that MS and SJ have been looking at.  Specifically there is possible funding from WREN and Dombarton and both MS and SJ will be taking on this project but in the first instance the Clerk will have to obtain 3 quotations for the possible works involved.

There are 3 steps involved to qualify which is that the facility must be open to young people outside the village, which it is.  We must prove there is a need (consultation will have to be done with the village and young people) and lastly to prove it has public support.

This will be put on to the March agenda for further discussion, as more information should be with us by then.
C
Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 20th January 2011 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office. 

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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