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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held

In The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 20 October 2005


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


H Davies
Councillor
(HD)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


T Flanagan
Councillor
(TF)


G Hardy
Councillor
(GH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


D MacDonald
Councillor
(DM)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor


M Shubotham
Residents Association

Apologies: 
K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

Visitor to meeting

Gillian Hunter, the Arts Development Manager at Swavesey Village College visited the meeting to explain her new role within the community.  This is a new position and there are only three in Cambridgeshire, the other two serving Sawston/Girton and Melbourn/Bassingbourne.

They are mainly funded through SCDC and hope to have links with the young people to combat anti-social behaviour, and the elderly to.  The job incorporates drama, music, dance and literature and there are resources for local artists.  They are aiming for better school communications and also encourage any budding artists to get in touch with them.

A discussion then took place on how this would benefit the village of Bar Hill and MS felt that this is definitely an idea that could be “sold” to the village.  It was agreed that perhaps Gillian should get in contact with the Youth Group at the Farmhouse and arrange an evening talk with the young people of the village, and BW suggested that any notices could be posted in the Bar Hill News to keep residents informed.

MS thanked Gillian for attending the meeting and she left.

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 15th September 2005:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th September 2005 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BW and seconded by GS.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising from the minutes of the meeting.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	Co-Option of Parish Councillor

An application letter has been received from Brian Burrage for the vacancy of Co-Opted Parish Councillor.  MS asked Councillors that if no other applications were forthcoming would they wish to have Brian Burrage come back as a Parish Councillor.  It was unanimously agreed that if no other applications were received by the closing date, 28th October 2005, then B Burrage would automatically be co-opted.


	C



	D
	Letter from Bar Hill Colts

The letter was read out to the meeting and a brief discussion then took place.  MS explained that we have already agreed to lease the extra land to the Scout Group to enable them to build a larger building and although we are happy to give them moral support, no extra funding would be available from the Parish Council, as all our money has already been committed to other projects.

Some time ago, when Phil Seekings was still a Parish Councillor, there had been a meeting where the various groups were asked about funding and they assured us, at that time, there would be no problems in obtaining funding for a new building and all they required was the extra land for the new building.

It was therefore agreed that a letter would be written explaining to them of our moral support but there would unfortunately be no extra funding available for such a project.


	C

	E
	Letter from Camsight – Request for a Donation

A letter has been received from Camsight requesting a donation towards their transport costs for various excursions in the forthcoming year.  This is a charity that is run for village members and many of the elderly find it very worthwhile.  Therefore TF proposed that we donate £100 to this charity and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.


	C

	F
	Consultation Document from County Council
As the Clerk was unable to obtain the documentation from the website, the Council requested that J Reynolds explain the situation.  The website has not yet been updated with this information but he will obtain a hard copy for the Clerk as soon as possible.


	

	G
	Letter from Royal British Legion – Request for donation

A letter has been received asking for a donation for the annual Poppy Appeal by the Royal British Legion.  SJ proposed that we donate £115 (as last year) to the appeal.  This was seconded by TF.  All in favour.


	C

	H
	Anti-Social Behaviour – Meeting at SCDC

A meeting was held at SCDC on Monday 10th October with regard to putting in place a DPPO (Designated Public Place Order).  This is due to the outcome of Tesco Stores being granted a 24-hour licence to sell alcohol.  The minutes of this meeting were handed out to the meeting and a discussion then took place.

There will be a Public Consultation Evening on Tuesday 1st November at 7.pm in the Parish Council Office for any members of the public to attend to hear what is being done in the village.  This is the first step in getting the DPPO in place.  This consultation period will take place over a period of 28 days, and once signs have been placed around the village informing people of the drinking ban the DPPO should be in place by Christmas.

MS understands that there will be a significant police presence in the village, once the DPPO comes in force and hopefully after a short period of time this scheme will not be necessary.  

Whilst at the meeting Llian Coles (our PCSO) asked if the young people at the Farmhouse could graffiti the front of the building and the Clerk informed her that the Parish Council would need to agree to this.  The subject was then discussed and MS felt that the residents of Appletrees, along with walkers and visitors to the village would probably not find this graffiti attractive.  SJ proposed that graffiti to the front of the Farmhouse should not be done and this was seconded by DM.  All in favour.

Claire Thorby recently had a meeting at the Farmhouse, in her capacity as Trustee for the new Charity that has been set up to bring youth work together within the village, and she informed the Clerk that she was appalled at the lack of activities and games they had to offer at the Farmhouse.  Everything was so old that it was either broken or had been thrown out.  The pool table was broken, they had no Playstations or games to play with and the computer website was down as the telephone wires had not been wired in.

Claire has been offered £500 by Julian Eayres to repair and replace some of the activities and would like the Parish Council to consider donating a small amount in order for them to attract more of the youth to the Farmhouse, especially now that winter is nearly upon us.  She will not hand over the money to the Farmhouse, but will ask them to either tell her what they need or obtain a quote for items and then Claire will handle the money side herself.  The Clerk also suggested that now Christmas is close perhaps we could ask for residents to help in the Bar Hill News, if they are thinking of replacing their children’s games etc, then perhaps the old games could be donated to the Farmhouse.

SJ proposed that we match the offer by donating £500 to the Farmhouse and this was seconded by DM.  All in favour.


	C

	I
	Letter form British Telecom – Telephone Box at Library

The Clerk explained the situation whereby British Telecom said they had consulted with SCDC and they had said they did not want the phone box by the Library removed.  The Clerk has subsequently received a letter from SCDC saying they supported the Parish Council in our attempt to get the box removed.  The Clerk will write again to British Telecom and send a copy of the letter from SCDC.


	C

	K
	Comments from Lolworth on the future development of Bar Hill

The comments from the Parish Council were read out to the meeting and JDol informed the meeting that he had attended the exhibition put on by Atkins and found many of their comments were simply not true.  They said that Bar Hill was already a Rural Centre and R Hall said this was not the case.  The representation was not due until next year and then, if passed; we would not become a Rural Centre until 2007.

   
	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for October.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by DM and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques for October. The cheques for approval were proposed by DM and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0 Chairman’s Report

a) Cambridgeshire Corporate Plan (memo already sent)

A memo was sent to all Councillors prior to the meeting asking them list in order their preferences of what they felt were the most importance services to the County.  They were as follows:-

· Education

· Landfill

· Roads

· Social Services

· Libraries

It was also felt that extra funding should be made available for public transport and it was felt that the County Council should endeavour to tighten their financial management.

b) 24 Hour Licence for Tesco – Update

JDol asked if we could still make objections to this licence after the review date of 22nd November 2005, as he feels that the villager’s objections were not considered.  DM asked, as the conditions state, if PC Kevin Misik could look at the tapes this weekend, but R Hall replied that this licence does not come in to force until the 22nd November 2005.

BW stated that Tesco Stores are appealing against all the conditions set for this licence, as the improvements will cost them at least £20k.   MS mentioned that when she spoke to Kevin Misik, after the hearing, he stated that there would not be any police representation at any of the hearings due to staffing issues. 

c) Parish Council Website

MS informed the meeting about the various emails and visits to Paul Oldham who will be helping us set up the website.  Our website will be based on Milton Parish Council, very basic but able to state facts for the village.  The Clerk and MS will be taking on a PR job for Bar Hill in obtaining photographs and speaking with residents and these will be installed on the website.

There will also be a Stop Press page for urgent issues, such as the Tesco 24-hour licence.  The cost is minimal as Paul Oldham is letting us have the software free of charge.  He has designed this software with Parish Council’s in mind and the only fee we need to pay is the annual licence fee and annual domain registration fee.

d) Information Centre - update 

MS briefly explained the contents of the letter that had been received from Ginn & Co with regard to the access of the Information Centre site.  Mrs Jones did say that although there was definitely some sort of agreement for access it was not firm enough to be used with a new building.  MS then read out certain points in the letter that were relevant at this time.   

I. They have written to New Ideal Developments Ltd to ask whether they are prepared to look at their papers to clarify the situation but unfortunately their documentation for that time is no longer available.

II. They have also spoken with Land Registry to ask what their requirements were to conclude this matter in changing the register to include a right of use of the access way and this is being looked into.

III. Alternatively a declaration from court could be obtained giving the Parish Council the right to use the access way.  Also she has written to Chris McDermott, the Parish Clerk from that time, who may remember what exactly happened at that time with regard to the access.

IV. The last option is to apply for a prescriptive right of way or a right of way by way of Lost Modern Grant.

The Solicitors feel the best way forward would be to apply for the prescriptive right of way by way of Lost Modern Grant.  SJ therefore proposed that we go ahead with this and this was seconded by GS.  All in favour.
C

BW asked if a piece could be put in the Bar Hill News for residents to read so they realise what has been going on behind the scenes.
C
6.0 
Reports

a) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

The work at Hatton’s Road roundabout has already started and this should be completed by March 2006.  A map outlining the area concerned was given to the Clerk and she will display this in the meeting room for the public to see.

The way the Police Authority is run was discussed at length and once again there are many changes in the pipeline.  This is a scheme that is government driven and there have been various options given to the East of England.


JDol then asked JR on his opinion of the Atkins exhibition and JR replied that he attended one of the meetings and his observations were as follows:

At present there are no specific policies in place that allocates land for development.

He asked them what support and objections they had received from their earlier leaflet drop in the village.  They replied that out of 1800 dwellings only 10 replies were received.  Six were objections, two had concerns and the remaining two were of support.  He informed them that he would always remain opposed to this scheme.

At this point TF gave his apologies and left the meeting for another appointment.


b) Community Safety (K Misik)

Due to absence there was no report.

c) Residents’ Association (M Shubothom)

The Firework Display will be held on the Village Green on Saturday 5th November at 7pm.  There will be a bucket collection in aid of M.A.G.P.A.S.

The 2006 Fete will be held on Saturday 1st July.  The date change is because this will enable us to book the same band that we had this year.

A small donation has been made to Camsight.

d) Village Hall Management Committee (D MacDonald)

All is going very well.  The possible problems we thought we might have with the foundations did not come about and all is going well.   The Quantity Surveyor has now confirmed the final figure as £870k and there are possible areas where we may be able to save more money as the work progresses.  There will be a second site meeting on Friday 21st October when the second stage payment will be required.

BH asked about lighting at the Village Hall as the evenings are now very dark and the Cub and Scout Groups meet next the Village Hall.  DM said he would take this request back to the Management Committee.  The Clerk then said that she had already been in touch with William Miller about taking down the large boards, as these seem to make the area unnecessarily dark.

e) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

The street numbering signs are in hand.  The Councillors have been sent a memo requesting that they site visit their areas to see what signs needs replacing (and posts).


DM suggested that we have maps made for the bus stops indicating to people of where they are.  This was thought to be a very good idea and the Clerk will investigate this.
C
The insurance court case is due to start at the end of November and SJ will be required to attend.


f) Environment Committee (M Duce)

Gladeside Signs – These have now been erected and only time will tell if they will make a difference to the large vehicles parking in the area.

Oatlands Avenue – A residents has requested that a sign for No Ball Games be erected at Oatlands Avenue due their the continuous banging against their fencing.  DM questioned whether a sign should be erected on the advice of one resident.  He felt that all the residents should be asked if they wish to have sign erected deterring the children from playing ball games.  BW and SJ will have a site meeting.
C
g) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters/R Hall)

Tesco given permission to sell alcohol day and night - but despite strong representations by the Parish Council, Bar Hill Church and seventeen more residents, Tesco were given permission to sell alcohol 24-hours a day. Among the several stringent conditions attached to the permission was that Tesco’s should upgrade their CCTV system to include ‘night vision’ and extended to ensure surveillance over the whole car park. Labelled copies of all recordings should be kept for one month.  The absence of any police representation, however, made it impossible for the committee to turn down Tesco’s application. Tesco have announced that they will not appeal.

A Designated Public Place Order for Bar Hill - At a meeting at South Cambridgeshire Hall, representatives from the District Council, the Parish Council, the police, Fire Service and Tesco were told that a village was a draw for young people from other villages who bring in alcohol or buy it from Tesco’s. Many of these are under-age. Anti-social behaviour is often the result, and 176 incidents of rowdy or nuisance behaviour and alcoholic incidents had been recorded in the last year. It was felt that the 24-hours-a-day selling of alcohol would worsen the situation. A Designated Public Place Order will restrict the consumption or carrying of alcohol in a set geographical area. Enforcement will be at the discretion of the police, who would require alcohol to be surrendered or disposed of when related to incidents of ant-social behaviour. A further meeting took place in the village when all those present agreed that such an order should be imposed, but differed as to whether it should be restricted to the Tesco car park and Village Green or cover a wider area.

Heavy Goods Vehicles in Bar Hill - On some nights, thirty vehicles are parked in Trafalgar Way, a situation caused by the fact that provision at Cambridge Services and Godmanchester is inadequate. That Tesco is open twenty-four hours is also an attraction for these drivers. Litter and other debris dropped by them make matters worse. Parking in Trafalgar Way is a County Council matter, and litter, not deposited in the road, is the responsibility of the premises’ owners. The District Council Environmental Health Department will clear the road of debris at regular intervals.

Your Energy to Appeal - Not unexpectedly, YourEnergy has decided to appeal against the decision by South Cambridgeshire District Council to reject their application to build sixteen wind turbines, each the height of St Paul’s Cathedral, between the villages of Boxworth and Conington. This appeal will be heard at a Public Inquiry, at which all interested parties will give evidence. It may be a year before there is a verdict. The process, however, has been slowed down by YourEnergy’s failure to provide the Planning Inspectorate for more information on the wind farm’s noise impact. They have until 17th November to provide this information. The Stop-the-Wind-Farm Group www.stopcwf.org.uk will welcome help by residents of Bar Hill.

The Atkins proposals - Atkins recently held an exhibition in the village continuing their proposals to build 300 houses, an industrial estate and playing fields between Bar Hill and Lolworth, hoping to begin construction in 2010. One hundred and seventy people expressed their views as to whether this development is desirable. These plans are, however, pure speculation. All building land in the Cambridge area up to 2016 has been identified. 

Although Atkins’s see their proposals as an expansion of Bar Hill to redress, in part, the shortage of playing fields and diminishing school numbers, all the land is in Lolworth. The fact that the exhibition was held in Bar Hill, and Lolworth residents were not circulated individually illustrates their contempt for this small community. 

That £2.6 million - South Cambridgeshire District Council allocated the savings contributing towards the Government’s demand to cut its budget by £2.6 million. It is sometimes forgotten that around 80% of the Council’s expenditure is “regulatory”, in other words, that which must be spent by law. The Government is not interested in the remainder, which is on areas such as community facilities and the arts. It is these, sadly, which have had to be cut drastically, including grants to such as the Cambridge Arts Theatre and The Junction.

All-out elections - A motion placed before South Cambridge District Council asking the Council to change from election in ‘thirds’ (a third of the Council each year) to all councillors seeking re-election every four years was approved. Now it must ‘go out to consultation’. The motion, which I seconded, stated that the present system leads to election inertia particularly in wards which have three District and one County Councillor, and savings of between £80,000 and £130,000 can be achieved by having elections every four years.

The Local Development Framework - Officers at a Council meeting on 15th November are recommending that Bar Hill is re-classified as a Minor Rural Centre. While it is arguable as to whether the village qualifies as a Rural Centre now that it has no post office, in practical terms it does not make much difference as there is no brownfield land within the village envelope (the Perimeter Road). While a Rural Centre allows for unlimited development on brownfield land within a village envelope, that in a Minor Rural Centre is limited to twenty-five houses. 

The A428 - As members are no doubt aware, work on the A428 improvement between Caxton Common and Hardwick is now under way. The new dual carriageway is scheduled to open in mid-2007 before work on the A14 commences. An exhibition at the South Cambs. offices in Cambourne revealed that the two-roundabout junction at Hardwick will be similar in design to that at Cambourne. Archaeological excavations are now underway and, although little of importance is expected, most of the land having been intensively farmed, remnants of Roman and mediaeval artefacts have already been unearthed. 

h) School Governors Report (T Flanagan)

Due to TF having the leave the meeting early there was no report.

7.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Perimeter Road – It was reported that since the repair work on the perimeter has been completed the white lines in the centre of the road need to be repainted.  The Clerk will contact Highways Division and request this be done.
C
Muddy Footpaths – BH reported that he has been monitoring the situation with regard to the football players getting mud on the footpaths.  At present there seems to be no problem.

Little Meadow Footpath – MS has received another letter from Captain Cole with regard to the lack of footpath at Little Meadow.  He has written to the Ombudsman who in turn has written to the County Council.  However, there is one issue for the Planning Committee and this is to erect a bus shelter at Field View.  He campaigned to have a bus stop put at the end of Field View and was successful but feels a bus shelter needs to be put in place.  Also there is no footpath leading to the new bus stop.

BW felt that the area in question did not warrant a new footpath as it is only a matter of a couple of metres but a shelter may be necessary.  The Clerk will put this on the agenda for the next Planning Committee meeting.
C

Otter Gardens Footpath – It was recommended at the last Planning Meeting to have this crumbling footpath resurfaced but the Clerk wishes to hold off a little longer as she is still awaiting a further quotation.  Therefore DM proposed that once the quotation has been received we have the job done on the lowest quotation (up to £1300).  This was seconded by GS.  All in favour.
C

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.00pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 17th November 2005 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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