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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 20 January 2011


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
M Duce
Councillor
(MD)



B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)



R Hall
Councillor
(RH)



PCSO Mani Bujar
Cambridgeshire Police

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 16th December 2010:-


The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th December 2010 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by BH.  All in favour.  


The Minutes for the Special Meeting to discuss The Willows held on 21st December 2010 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BB and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.  

3.0
Matters for discussion from previous minutes

There were no matters arising from the previous minutes.

4a
Clerks Report - General correspondence received this month

i)
Cottenham & Swavesey Locality Team News – autumn edition.  The contents were noted.

ii)
Bar Hill Scout Group – Update sent indicating that they have received a grant of £1000 which was topped up by a parental loan to obtain materials to re-insulate and re-board the inside of the Scout Hut and also work has now started on the exterior to weatherproof the front walls.  The sub-meter for the water has been slightly delayed but should be done in the next few weeks.


iii)
Planning Policy Monthly update for January.  No comments were made.
iv)
NALC – The Localism Bill.  There was an item in this bill about local referendums.  JDol felt that this should be done with regard to the Bar Hill DPPO.  This subject was then briefly debated.

v)
Over Day Centre – letter of thanks for the donation of £100.

4b
Bar Hill Massive – Claire Thorby attended the meeting to discuss the future of the Bar Hill Youth Group.  Claire handed out a short report on what they have achieved over the last year and how they see themselves expanding over the coming year.  She also explained that from April 2011 the County Council will be withdrawing their funding which, in the past, provided grants and management time and they now have to look at the options open to them for the forthcoming year.

After a recent meeting the Trustees of the Bar Hill Massive felt that the Youth Group, currently using the Farmhouse, should be moved to the Octagon.  This would be done over a period of some months, moving the younger group first during the February half term and leaving the older group until later in the year.

Claire asked if the £2000 funding that the Parish Council donates to the Bar Hill Massive would still be given for the coming financial year as they need to have guaranteed funding to keep the youth group running and she was told that we had already budgeted for this amount for the year 2011/12 so this amount is safe.

As well as the Bar Hill Massive, there is now an outreach youth worker talking to the young people of Bar Hill (also attending Swavesey Village College) to talk to the young people and encourage them to use the facilities open to them.

JDol felt that the earlier move to the Octagon for the younger members would be a good idea but JY felt that the senior members might feel they would lose their sense of ownership of the current facilities.  Claire replied that they would like the senior members to be part of the planning process and they would be invited to get involved with the junior club and programme planning.

BB felt that the senior members should stay at the Farmhouse until after the summer holidays and Claire agreed that their move would be better after the summer.  BB also commented that he could see no reason why both buildings could not be used for the time being.  MP proposed that we continue with the £2000 contribution to the Bar Hill Massive and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

4c
Bar Hill Football Project – Alan Hewings, the Chairman of the Football Project attended the meeting to discuss the possibility of the Parish Council contributing towards the resurfacing of the astro-turf, following a letter sent after last month’s meeting informing them that we were unable to pay the VAT on their behalf as the Football Project did not meet the criteria of the auditors.  After a lengthy discussion it was agreed that Alan would go back to the Football project Committee and ensure that the Parish Council receive their agreed quotation, along with their accounts when the Parish Council would consider a contribution towards the cost of the resurfacing.

4d
Proposed works to be approved


There were no proposed works to be approved for this month.

4e
Monthly Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for January and these were approved and proposed by JDol and seconded by JY.   All in favour.

The Clerk then went through the cheques to be paid in January and these were proposed by MP and seconded by BH.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

a. The Willows – update


The Clerk reported that the first months rent, along with the deposit, has now been received and banked.

b. Dog Fouling – Update on the law (M Pope)

A brief report was given by MP.  He stated there are Dog Control Orders but if these were put in place there would be no way to enforce such an order.  After further debate it was agreed that we would go ahead with the 4 signs already agreed and to put in a line indicating there would be a penalty charge if a dog was caught fouling the grassed areas. 
C

c. Adoption of Freedom of Information Publication Scheme

Agreement was made to adopt the Freedom of Information Publication Scheme and this was proposed by MP and seconded by BB.  All in favour

d. Adoption of Disability Discrimination

The appendix to the Disability Discrimination was adopted and will be added to the existing policy.

e. Permission to scatter ashes on Village Green 

A request has been made for the scattering of Kevin York’s ashes on the football pitch of the village green.  MS informed the meeting that the law states that this can be done with the permission of the landowner, which is the Parish Council.  JY was asked to leave the meeting so this could be discussed further.  After a lengthy debate it was agreed that the remains could be buried close to the football pitch on the village green, as opposed to being scattered.  On coming back to the meeting JY was informed of the decision taken and he thanked the Council.

6.0 
Reports

a) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds) 

A long report was given by JR and to summarise the County Council is to make cuts of around £7-£8 million over the next financial year.  The new Government has a 5-year budget but over the next 5 years things will obviously change.  The County Council have to make savings of £50 million and the loss of grants will be included in this figure.

The County Council will also have to take on the new responsibility of bus concessions so this funding will be coming directly to the Council of approximately £4 million but with the bus concessions costing up to £5.7 million there is a shortfall.  Discussions are taking place with the bus company to see if they are willing to reduce their remunerations.  Also more pressure on social services, health care and children’s services.

Four principles will be put in place:

· Support and protection of the vulnerable

· Asking companies for a reduction in price for current services

· Staffing levels to fall (unless front line services no more recruitment)

· Libraries services – develop community hubs (more voluntary workers)

b) Community Safety (M Bujar) 


There have been 14 crimes reported between 16th December and 20th January.  These include 2 assaults, 1 criminal damage, 3 dwelling burglaries and 6 thefts.  There have also been 47 incidents reported and these include 3 reports of concern, 4 reports of nuisance, 3 road traffic collisions, 6 suspicious circumstances and 3 taking off without paying at Tesco petrol station.


Mani and PC Soni have spent a great deal of time patrolling Bar Hill over the last month.  Just before the New Year a speaking sign was erected in Tesco car park sending people a message not to leave valuables I their vehicles whilst unattended.  4 e-cops messages have been sent and these have resulted in some very positive feedback.  The next Neighbourhood Panel Meeting will be held at Willingham Primary School on Tuesday 22nd February at 7.30pm.

c) Residents Association (R Hall) 


In the absence of RH, BW gave a brief summary saying the Fete Meeting will be held on Tuesday 25th January.  It’s good to see that some young people have now become involved in the Fete Committee.  BW also reported that the fete day would include an art display in the village hall and a dog show.

d) Football Project

This subject has already been addressed earlier in the meeting.  

e) Village Hall Management Committee (S Jenkins) 


SJ reported that the kebab van had applied for permission to extend their licencing hours but this has now been withdrawn by the trader.  The Bookings Clerk has now left and they are looking to recruit a new Bookings Clerk.


It has been noted that young people have been misusing the village hall entrance, seems to be young people who want to get out from the cold but they make a lot of mess in the entrance.  It was agreed that the PCSO would be informed and ask if he could visit the premises between 5pm and 6.30pm to discourage the young people or to inform their parents.
C

Bookings are doing well and the Management Committee is working hard to increase their profile.  The County Council have now come back to the Village Hall as hirers, which will make a great difference to income.


The Management Committee have found a new contractor to look after the fire extinguishers, who is cheaper than Chubb, and who will also do training sessions on fire safety.

f) Planning Committee (J Doland) 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting have already been distributed to the Councillors and there were no further comments.  However, MS asked the Council to consider a new light at the Skate Park like the light at the Farmhouse.  A short debate took place and SJ proposed that in the first instance we obtain prices for a new light and this was seconded by MS.  For=8.  Against=2.  Therefore motion was carried. 
C


g) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

JDol asked if BB could report to Tesco about the litter that has been blown from the car park and is now in the hedging around Robin Close and Gladeside.  Also it was reported that an accident occurred on Saturday afternoon on 8th January where a person was crossing the road on the zebra crossing and was hit by a car.  It was felt that more traffic calming measures are needed at the junction as the crossing is situated on a bend and visibility is very poor.
C

h) School Governors Report (B Waters) 

There was no report for this month.

i) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall) 

Due to absence no report was given.  However BW reported that the new Chief Executive of SCDC would be in Bar Hill on Tuesday 15th March at 9am and would like to meet with some of the Parish Councillors, if convenient.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 17th February 2011 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office. 

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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