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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 17 February 2011


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


R Hall
Councillor
(RH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)



J York
Councillor
(JY)



PCSO Mani Bujar
Cambridgeshire Police

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 20th January 2011:-


The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th January 2011 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SS and seconded by BW.  All in favour.  

3.0
Matters for discussion from previous minutes

SPARC - MP proposed that SPARC be put on the agenda for the March meeting for general discussion and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.
C



Tesco – The litter situation was briefly discussed and BW suggested that we write to head office and Environmental Health of SCDC.  The Clerk informed the meeting that a letter has already been sent to Tesco head office and she is awaiting reply.

4a
Clerks Report - General correspondence received this month

i)
Cambridgeshire County Council – Briefing for Parish Councils on The Localism Bill.  JDol felt that due to the new planning policies being streamlined in the future, the protection of our ancient woodlands could disappear.  A debate then took place and MP suggested that the Clerk obtain clarification of the statement about woodlands to see if there could be any repercussions on the Parish Council and our current TPO’s that are in place in the village.  It was therefore agreed that an email be sent to SCDC for clarification.
C

ii) Library Service Review – JDol had read in the newspaper that the criteria for closing libraries in the County could be that they are close to other libraries in the area and also usage may play a big part.  After a brief discussion MS suggested that if usage is in question then perhaps we could ask the Coffee Morning Group, who meet in the Parish Council Office on Wednesday mornings to use the Library instead and also the monthly police surgeries could be held in the library.  It was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with Sue Kenchingham, and PCSO Mani Bujar to see if these events could take place in the library.
C


MP also suggested that before the Council look at new projects for the Willows income, perhaps we should look at helping to contribute towards keeping our library open.

iii)
Bar Hill Rainbows – Request for the display of posters for their forthcoming jumble sale on 12th March to be staked in to the ground.  It was agreed that no stakes could be allowed as the grassed area in question belongs to Highways and not Parish Council.  After a short debate MD proposed that we allow The |Rainbows to display an A3 poster on the Parish Council fence at the entrance to the village and also on the notice board at the Parish Council Office.  However, if they want to use stakes alongside the road they would have to ask permission from Highways and this was seconded by JDean.  For=7. Against=3.  Therefore motion was carried.  
C
iv)
SCDC – Emergency Parish Plans – Lawrence Green would like to attend a Parish Council Meeting to discuss this subject.  This subject was discussed and it was agreed there was no need for a meeting to take place as Bar Hill already have an emergency plan in place and this will be conveyed to Mr Green.
C

v) Dry Drayton Parish Council – A letter has been received asking permission to use the All Weather Sports Pitch for their young people until such time that they have built their own facility.  It was agreed that a letter be sent back informing them that the facility is run by a Management Committee and a copy of the letter to be sent to the Football Project.
C

vi) Claire Reeves/Cambridgeshire Constabulary – Explanation for the boxes being put in lampposts around the perimeter road.  The Police had these put in place after several complaints from residents about speeding around the ring road and the results of the survey should be published in a few days.

vii)
SCDC – Review of Recycling Banks – Due to the introduction of the blue bins in the village, some of the recycling banks will be discontinued although there will be an increase for books, shoes, textiles and small electrical items.  The Clerk was asked to write to SCDC and ask if there will be a facility for energy saving light bulbs.
C
viii)
Philip Aldis – DPPO Task Force – email on possible dates for a meeting.  This was discussed at length.  It was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with Mr Aldis and inform him that the afternoon of Thursday 3rd March or Thursday 10th March would be convenient for the Parish Council and we also feel that the meeting should take place in the Parish Council Office as this subject is about Bar Hill.
C

4b
Cambridge Water – Specification for water supply at Farmhouse has now been received and this will cost up to £660 payable to the Cambridge Water Company.  However, further underground piping work will need to be done which is outside the area of their responsibility and this would need to be done by a private contractor, possibly in the region of £300.  MP proposed that this work go ahead without delay and this was seconded by BW.  All in favour.
C

4c
Proposed works to be approved -  A quotation has been received from Lawson Tree to remove 5 trees at a cost of £355 to the rear of 21 Acorn Avenue due to a subsidence claim received by the Parish Council.  After briefly discussing the report received BW proposed that we accept the quotation and have the work done as soon as possible.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour
C

SJ Proposed that due to the amount of trees coming out of this area we should review the area at a later date with a view to planting some new, more easily maintainable trees sometime in the future. After receiving advice from SCDC and this was seconded by JDean.  For=8.  Abstained=1.  Therefore motion was carried.
C

4d
Monthly Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for February and these were approved and proposed by MD and seconded by BH.   All in favour.

The Clerk then went through the cheques to be paid in February and these were proposed by MP and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Skate Park

Now that emergency repair work has been completed at a cost of £982 the matter of other major repairs was discussed at length.  JDol felt that this work should be done with the funding being taken from the Skate Park budget and the remainder being taken from the buildings budget.

It was generally felt that this work be completed now and review this subject again next year to see what is to be done about the Skate Park.  Therefore JDol proposed that the remainder of the money be taken from the Skate Park budget and the buildings budget and this was seconded by BW.  For=9.  Against=2.  Therefore motion was carried.
C

6.0 
Reports

a) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall) 

Council Tax Freeze – SCDC share of the council tax for 2010/11 will be kept at the same level as last year which means SCDC will receive a government grant of £173k payable for 4 years.

Funding has been secured for SCDC savings project – More than £300k has been pledged to SCDC by Improvement East.  The announcement comes after SCDC bid for funds to implement some big money-saving projects.  This breaks down to 6 projects.

£50k will fund a review of customer contact arrangements over the next 12 months, which will bring in savings of £250k - £15k will fund a shared services project to encourage partnership working - £50k will fund revenues and benefits projects.  It will purchase new software and develop electronic/self service forms and process for housing benefit claims, saving SCDC up to £300k - £18k has been granted to support and analysis of the use of office apace with a view to sharing space with other public sector agencies - £24k has been pledged to an inspection and enforcement project which could bring in savings of £50k - £150k has been pledged to support more efficient use of IT and energy with a projected saving of £250k.

The new Chief Executive will be attending the next Parish Council meeting on Thursday 17th March 2011.

b) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds) 

Bus Service – JR informed the meeting that the subsidies for buses will be cut back and he was surprised at how much money the buses were costing the County Council.  The new contract will be over a 3-year rolling programme.  The cheapest tender will get the contract but unfortunately there is very little competition in Cambridgeshire for the bus service.  Each route will be looked at on its own merit and if it is not viable the service could be suspended.

Library – JR reported that when looking at future closures usage will be taken into account along with the community impact the library has.  We need to create a community hub, as more activity in the library will generate more income.

c) Community Safety (M Bujar) 

There have been 74 incidents and 23 crimes reported between 12th January 2011 and 17th February 2011. Please note that some of the crime and incident information may overlap or be duplicated due to the way which they are reported on our systems; eg burglaries are called in to us and an incident is created for an officer to attend. A crime report will then be created once an officer has been to the location of the burglary.


	Incidents:
	Crimes:

	3 Dwelling burglaries
	3 Thefts from vehicle

	1 Theft
	3 Burglary in dwelling 

	1 Rowdy nuisances
	3 other theft

	9 reports of suspicious circumstances
	3 Theft in a dwelling

	60 Other
	1 Non dwelling burglary

	
	3 Reports of criminal damage

	
	7 Other


There have been three dwelling burglaries in the village in the past month. We would like to remind residents to ensure they leave their houses locked and secure and without any valuable items left on show. Please be extra vigilant. If anybody would like any advice on home or garden crime prevention, please contact us and we will be happy to visit you and discuss the options.

 I have received one or two complaints of speeding motorists using the ring road. As a result of this, I have had a speed survey conducted and the results are attached. The survey was carried out over a one-week period, and was conducted on Crafts Way near to The Brambles. The other was conducted on Saxon Way, opposite Oatlands Avenue. The results of this survey will enable us to direct our speed checks to days and times most needed.


I would like to put out an appeal for Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators. We have been approached by some residents who are keen on getting neighbourhood watch back up and running in Bar Hill, but we need more interested people to come forward before this can happen. Please contact either myself or PCSO Mani if you are interested in becoming a co-ordinator for your Street. Neighbourhood Watch is a valuable tool for crime prevention in your village.

There is currently a new website which will be able to provide you with local crime and policing information for your area. The website is not yet complete and not all information is yet available, but check it out at www.police.uk   Our next panel meeting will be on Tuesday 22nd February 2011, 7.30pm in Willingham Primary School.

d) Residents Association (R Hall) 


Fete Day continues to progress but unfortunately no response yet from the companies in the village with regard to sponsorship.  We are struggling a little with the fun run but no doubt more people will come forward nearer the date.


The Residents Association is struggling to get the new website up and running and would ask if the Parish Council would not object to a small information piece about the Residents Association being put on the Council website and the Parish Council agreed to this.


It was agreed at the last meeting to donate £250 towards the Memorial Garden for the purchase of plants and shrubs. 

e) Football Project

Nothing to report as there was no meeting this month.

f) Village Hall Management Committee (S Jenkins) 


Although there has been no meeting the accounts had been sent prior to the meeting and these figures were looked at by the Parish Council.

g) Planning Committee (J Doland)
The minutes had already been handed to the Parish Council and no comments were made


h) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Nothing to report for this month although the Clerk is still waiting to hear back with regard to the litter problem and the accident that occurred on their crossing.

i) School Governors Report (B Waters) 

School is doing well.  OFSTED will be done again soon.  The infants will be visiting Stansted and Year 6 will be going to Duxford.  Also a Rugby coach will be coming in to give a talk to the students.  There is a working party planned for 12th March to do some work in the school.  Lastly there are 2 vacancies for School Governors.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Lorries - JDol reported that he has received feed-back from residents living Oatlands Avenue and they have said that since the brick walls were built indicating a residential area, very few lorries have ventured round the perimeter road.

Environment Meeting – The Clerk reminded Councillors that there would be an Environment Meeting on Wednesday 2nd March.

Litter Picking Day – This was discussed and it was agreed that the next Litter Picking Day would take place on Saturday 16th April.

Annual Parish Meeting – This was discussed and it was agreed that our next Annual Parish Meeting would take place on Thursday 28th April at 7.30pm in the Octagon.

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 17th March 2011 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office. 

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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