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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 17 March 2011


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


R Hall
Councillor
(RH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


J Hunter
CEO South Cambs District Council


Apologies: 
B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)



B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)



S Spence
Councillor
(SS)



PCSO Mani Bujar
Cambridgeshire Police

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 17th February 2011:-


The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th February 2011 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SJ and seconded by MP.  All in favour.  

3.0
Matters for discussion from previous minutes

DPPO – BW reported that she had a conversation with Philip Aldis who requested one member of the Parish Council to sit on the Task Force Committee giving six members, Chris Savage of the Police, John Reynolds, County Council, Roger Hall and Bunty Waters of District and Parish Council, Philip Aldis and one other.  This subject was debated at length and BW stated that if the DPPO were taken away then it would be replaced with something similar.  MP nominated the Chair of the Parish Council to be the spokesperson and this was seconded by RH.  All in favour.  Therefore MS agreed to sit in the committee.


SPARC – The water supply was briefly discussed and MS read out the letter that was sent to them which was sent in January and to date a reply has not been received.  SJ suggested that the annual rental be reviewed.


MP proposed that a letter be sent to them saying that we expect a reply to our letter of 27th January as soon as possible before the date of our next meeting on 21st April as we need to get the water supply sorted out.  This was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.
C

4
Correspondence Received

4.1
County Council – There is now a new highways reporting system to be used in place of fixmystreet.  MS will ensure that this information is published in the Bar Hill News for residents to access.  

4.2
Worldpay – This has already been discussed at our last Planning Committee meeting but it was agreed that the Clerk would obtain further information about the company and inform them of environmental projects that we would like to undertake in the village such as the Nature Reserve and possibly the Skate Park.
C
4.3 County Council – An invitation to register our interest in the Highway Warden Scheme was briefly discussed and it was agreed that the Parish Council would register and ask for further information. 
C 

4.4
Scout Group – A request has been received to donate towards a spinal injuries charity after a friend of the Scout Leader had an accident.  Unfortunately the policy of the Parish Council is to donate to causes within the village therefore a letter will be sent expressing our regret but to wish them luck in fundraising.  
C

4.5
Friends of Arbury Library – This was briefly debated as 13 libraries in South Cambs are under threat of closure and we need to find ways of finding new business to use our library.  MS informed the meeting there would be a public meeting on 12th May at 7.30pm in the Octagon to see how our library can generate more income.  MS had already suggested lessons on the computer for the elderly so they know how to access the Internet, at a nominal charge.

4.6
Beaver Party – A request has been received from the Scout Group to hold a Beaver Party as is the Beaver’s 25th anniversary and the Parish Council agreed this.  
C
4.7 Colts Football Club – A letter has been received requesting the help of the Parish Council in helping them find alternative storage as they are having to give up the shed in the school grounds in the near future.  This was discussed at length and it was noted that the Cricket Club want to purchase a further container for their storage.  This purchase is in place of the cricket nets, which will not be going ahead.  MP confirmed that he has been to measure the area and there is enough room for another container.

MS proposed that, at our next Planning Meeting, we take a walk over to the area in question and take a look at the back of the village green as there may be scope for the Colts Football Club to commandeer some space in one of these containers.  MP also felt that the Cricket, Colts and Football Club should liaise with each other to see if they can review all the storage facilities to see if the Colts could be accommodated in some way before agreement is given to purchase the new container.  It was also suggested that the current containers have shelving put in to give more space.
C

5.0
Clerks Financial Report
5.1
Summer Reading Challenge - A request has been received for a donation towards the Summer Reading Challenge, held at Bar Hill Library.   After a debate RH proposed that a contribution of £120 be given and this was seconded by MP.  All in favour.
C

5.2
Perimeter Road Work – At the last Environment Meeting it was recommended that some trees along the grass verge around the perimeter road need to have their lower limbs removed for ease of grass cutting and to generally tidy up the area.  BW proposed that a quotation be obtained for this work and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.  
C

5.3
Bar Hill Pre-School - We have now had their report on the extension of the children’s garden with a plan and they have asked if the Parish Council would pay for the planning application.  MP proposed that as the extension is on Parish Council land, and we gave them permission to extend last year, that we write a letter back to the Pre-School and inform them that we will pay for the Planning Application on their behalf and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.  Also the Parish Council gave permission for the fencing company to advertise the company name on the new fence once erected. 
C

5.4
Internal Auditor – To approve the services of the Internal Auditor Canalbs Ltd for the forthcoming financial year.  This was proposed by MP and seconded by RH.  All in favour.
C

5.5
Accounts – To approve the services of LGS Services to carry out the accounts for the forthcoming financial year.  This was proposed by JDol and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.  
C

5.6
Monthly Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for March and these were approved and proposed by BW and seconded by MP.   All in favour.  The Clerk then went through the cheques to be paid in March and these were proposed by JY and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.


It was agreed to put the Memorial Garden income and expenditure on to the agenda for the next Planning Committee Meeting.
C
The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
6.0
Chairs Report



There was no report this month

7.0 
Reports

a) School Governors Report (B Waters)

There will be no meeting until 5th April 2011.

b) South Cambridgeshire District Council (BW/RH) 

From 1st April this year Council Tax can be paid by card and also it has been frozen for the forthcoming financial year.   The blue bin collections have been very successful.  There was also a long debate on wind turbines.

c) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds) 

Oakington Road - This was debated as to whether it could be open to the public.  JR replied that a meeting is scheduled to discuss the opening of this road in the future.  Eventually when Northstowe materialises this road will be open as a cycleway and bus way but until then there is a possibility of this being open temporarily to help with the traffic along the A14.

Otter Close - JR reported that the resurfacing of Otter Close was still in the pipeline but unfortunately due to funding restraints will not be done in the next financial year.

Street Lights – JR reported that all streetlights in South Cambs will need to be replaced as they are all coming up to 30 years in age, so a rolling programme has been put in place for this to be done over the next 5-year period.  New street lights will be a white light (that is cheaper to run) and also the columns will be slightly taller as this will give more light and some columns will be taken out.  Also there will be a new system of the lights turning off at a certain time during the night when not needed.  This is being done because several local authorities have got together as a consortium and the work will be done as a joint effort with these authorities. 

d) Community Safety (M Bujar) 

17th February 2011 to 17th March 2011 - During this period there were 37 calls for service ranging from road related matters, rowdy nuisance, silent 999 calls, alarm activations, domestic violence, other violence to Burglary and theft.  These calls have resulted in 11 crime complaints being raised that are progressing through various stages of investigation.

	Date & Location
	Incident

	17/02/2011 - Viking Way
	Vehicle drove off without paying for petrol. Enquiries ongoing



	17/02/2011 - Little Meadow
	Theft of wheel trims. No witnesses or lines of enquiry to follow



	17/02/2011- The Spinney
	Theft of wheel trims. No witnesses or lines of enquiry to follow



	20/02/2011- Trafalgar Way
	Burglary at a business premises 



	21/02/2011 - Saxon Way
	Wheeley bins stolen from a business premises



	01/03/2011 - Stonefield
	Assault – Offender assisting police with enquiries



	02/03/2011 - Otter Close
	Drugs Warrant under misuse of drugs executed at a premises resulting in four cannabis plants and firearms being recovered 



	05/03/2011 - Hollytrees
	Burglaries of premises while occupants were away. Property taken



	08/03/2011 - Brambles
	Theft of paving slabs. Investigation complete. 



	12/03/2011 - Foxhollow
	Assault – Offender assisting police with enquiries.



	12/03/2011 - Stonefield
	Person on a night out reported a mobile stolen but the subsequent investigation showed the matter to be a civil dispute




Claire and Mani have been carrying out dedicated burglary patrols over the last week and are still asking residents across the villages to report any suspicious people and vehicles on 0345 456 4564 or in an emergency 999.  There is currently a new website which will be able to provide you with local crime and policing information for your area. The website is not yet complete and not all information is yet available, but check it out at www.police.uk 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme was briefly debated and RH advised that a meeting is scheduled for June to bring together all those that have shown an interest. 

e) Residents Association (R Hall) 


Martin Avery has stepped down from organising the firework display on the village green.  It was recommended, at the last Residents Association meeting, that they approach Bar Hill Sports and Social Club to ask if they would be wiling to take over this event, as they would benefit from extra patronage in the Social Club that evening.

f) Football Project

Nothing to report as there was no meeting this month.

g) Village Hall Management Committee (S Jenkins) 


SJ was unable to attend the last meeting because of communications misunderstandings but the report was sent to the Clerk who read it out to the meeting, along with the monthly accounts.

h)
Planning Committee (J Doland)
The minutes had already been handed to the Parish Council and no comments were made


i)
Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

In the absence of BB, MP brought up the subject of the bus shelter and litter and this was briefly debated.

j)
Environment Committee


The minutes had already been sent prior to the meeting and BW proposed that the minutes be approved as correct and this was seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

a)
St Georges Day – The Scout Group would like permission to use the Village Green on Sunday 17th April for an Activity Afternoon to celebrate St Georges Day.  The Parish Council gave approval.
C
b) 106 The Brambles – A meeting has been arranged for Tuesday 29th March at 4pm with the householder and Roz Richardson of SCDC with regard to concerns on possible subsidence due to Oak Tree.  The Clerk reported that she may not be able to attend and MS and SJ agreed to attend the meeting.

c) Dog Bins – RH asked if a new dog bin could be placed near the Otter Gardens bus shelter and the Clerk agreed to arrange for a new bin to be installed.
C

d)
Village Hall Garden – JY reported that quotations are now being sought for the slabbing to done for the new Garden at the Village Hall.


Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 21st April 2011 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office.   The Annual parish Meeting will also take place one week later on Thursday 28th April at 7.30pm in the Octagon.

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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