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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 15 September 2005


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


T Flanagan
Councillor
(TF)


G Hardy
Councillor
(GH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


D MacDonald
Councillor
(DM)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary



J Reynolds
County Councillor


M Shubotham
Residents Association

Apologies: 
H Davies
Councillor
(HD)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


P Ryan
Councillor
(PR)


R Hall
District Councillor

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 21st July 2005:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 21st July 2005 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by DM and seconded by TF.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Information Centre

MS explained to the meeting that she has been talking with our Solicitors to try and get this matter resolved.  She has also written to the hotel but as yet has had no reply.  Jill Jones (the Senior Partner) will be seeking advice from HM Land Registry so this will be ongoing.

Manhole Cover – Roundabout

The Clerk confirmed that the manhole cover at the entrance to the village has now been repaired.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	B
	Bar Hill Bridleway

The Clerk explained briefly about the meeting and walk that took place along the Bridleway.  This has been badly neglected over the past 10 years and we, along with the County Council, have a statutory duty to keep the bridleway clear of obstruction.  The County Council has outlined proposals that need to be done, with their help and this will be a joint effort as far as time and funding is concerned.  SJ proposed that the Clerk pursue this course of action and this was seconded by DM.  All in favour


	C


	
	
	

	C
	Letter from Bar Hill Playgroup – Donation for fundraising event

The Village Hall Playgroup is having an auction evening in October and they have written requesting a donation or prize for the auction.  This will help towards the purchase of new play equipment once the Village Hall refurbishment has taken place.  TF proposed that we donate £50 to the event and this seconded by JDol.  All in favour.


	C

	E
	Viking Way – Noyes & Noyes

An email from Andrew Noyes was read out with regard to the possible levy charge to business units using Viking Way.  This item was discussed at length as concerns were given on how this would be administered as some companies are larger than others and also some units do not have HGV’s using their facilities at all, such as the Hairdressers.  We must find a fair way of charging a levy.  GH proposed that we consult with CALC before we go any further and ask for their advice on the issues raised, such as whether we have a legal right to charge for usage of our road.  Seconded by JDol.  All in favour.


	C

	F
	Letter with regard to the Bar Hill Stream

A letter has been received from M Boughton-Fox, which has been backed by Pat Ryan explaining their concerns about the future maintenance of the stream.  The Clerk went on to explain that when we had the stream dredged last year, this was the first time it had been done for over 10 years and we were assured this should not have to be done for a further 5 to 7 years.  However, due to the very wet summer, we had more growth than usual and the Clerk has already asked her two contractors to give her a price for the maintenance of the stream.  This will include marking the stream in to three sections and then working from inside, pulling away all weeds that have accumulated and also brambles, making the flow a great deal better.

The Clerk will write back to Michael and Pat with the answer to their queries.


	C

	I
	Pat Ryan – Letter of resignation

A letter has been received from Pat Ryan, giving his resignation as Parish Councillor, due to work commitments.  All the Parish Council would be very sad to see Pat leave and a letter will be written back to him to wish him well.

MD proposed that due to elections occurring in May of next year, would it be possible for us to hold off with seeking a new co-opted Councillor until then.  DM then wished to amend the proposal that we do seek a new co-opted Councillor before the elections.  The Clerk mentioned that she would have to obtain permission from SCDC before any co-option can take place.  Therefore GH proposed that we would consider co-opting a new Parish Councillor once we have had a decision from SCDC.  This was seconded by DM.  All in favour


	C

C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for August.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by DM and seconded by TF.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques for August. The cheques for approval were proposed by DM and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the accounts for September.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by DM and seconded by TF.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques for September. The cheques for approval were proposed by DM and seconded by MD.  All in favour.

The Clerk has requested that when looking at the budget requirements for the next financial year she would like to see an ongoing maintenance programme for the Skate Park to be built in.  This was then briefly discussed and SJ proposed that we ask MWP Services to carry out a rolling inspection and maintenance programme, on a quarterly basis and this was seconded by TF.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0 Chairman’s Report

Tesco Stores – 24 hour licence to sell alcohol

There will be a hearing at SCDC on Friday 23rd September and MS will be attending on behalf of the Parish Council to put our views across.  As Chair MS will be speaking about two main issues:-

· Since opening the new store the car park has encroached further and further in to the residential area of the village and with this new licence there will almost certainly be extra vehicular activity, which will not be good for the residential area.

· Anti-social behaviour will no doubt increase as this area is already a magnet to people from other villages and this will most definitely increase if Tesco sell alcohol on a 24-hour basis.

JDol informed the meeting that all objections that are received at SCDC will be sent to Tesco so they will have their responses to hand at the hearing.

Parish Council Website

Now that MS is online she has been investigating the possibility of the Parish Council joining a website that is already in existence for Parish Councils.  To date she has heard nothing but will report back at the next meeting.

Policy Document Review

The following Policies were reviewed and updated:-

· Boundary Line Planting Policy

· Equal Opportunities Policy

· Health & Safety Policy

· Policy on Parish owned walls and fences

· Policy to promote race equality

6.0 
Reports

a) Community Safety (K Misik)

We have had a very quiet month in the village.  The Skate Boarding Competition took place and was very well attended.  A lengthy discussion then took place about the Criminal Community Rural Scheme, which has now been taken up by the Cambridgeshire Police Force.  This scheme will enable more help to be forthcoming for the more rural communities.

Also under discussion is the new Police Neighbourhood Panel.  The Police would like to have ordinary members of the public on the panel and were looking at Parish Councils, but there is just too may Councillors in the South Cambridgeshire area for this to be workable.  K Misik felt that perhaps the best option would be to organise an Open Public Meeting where all Parish Councils could attend, record the subject matter and then follow with a closed meeting to discuss the issues.

b) Residents’ Association (M Shubothom)

The Residents Association did not have a meeting in August but had dinner at The Old Crown Inn at Girton and all had a very good evening.

At the September meeting there were requests from Coffee and Kids and the Bar Hill Parent and Toddler Group for help with funds.  Both were given cash grants.  It was also decided to send a cheque to Bar Hill Primary School as once again they have had flood damage.

A provisional date has been set for the Fireworks Evening as Saturday 5th November 2005.  Permission was then sought for the use of the village green.  (The Parish Council gave its permission for the village green to be used for this event).  There will once again be a bucket collection and the charity selected for this years is M.A.G.P.A.S.  Of course this is all dependent upon the Treasurer being able to obtain insurance for the event.  If insurance cannot be found for under £500 then the firework display may not go ahead.

The Fete Committee for Fete 2006 will be having their first meeting next week.  It is planned to try and involve more village organisations from the start.

c) Village Hall Management Committee (D MacDonald)

Nothing much to report this month as the next meeting and AGM will be held on the 19th September.  Work to the Village Hall started three weeks ago and all the inside has now been ripped out, with half the roof having now been taken away.  The Chair (Iain Martin) is on holiday at present and all seems to be progressing well.

The Clerk then added that she has put a piece in the Bar Hill News about residents using the skips provided by the Building Contractors.  They had already taken away two loads that were full of residents rubbish but if this happens again they will start charging the Management Committee.

d) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

SJ explained the situation with regard to 93 Hillcrest and the land that seems to have been taken over by the previous owners by planting conifers to make a boundary wall, which belongs to the Parish Council.  The Clerk will be writing to the Housing Association that rents the house to inform them of what we are doing but in the meantime this matter needs to be passed to the Environment Committee for them to reinstate the area and have the conifers removed.  This was agreed.  
C
Also a resident had informed the Planning Committee that a resident in Little Meadow has erected a large shed on Parish Council land.  SJ has been to inspect the site and it will need to be removed.  A letter will be sent to the resident concerned.
C

DM also reported that the fencing at 39 Oatlands Avenue, which had been erected and then planning permission sought and was refused has not yet been taken down.  SJ replied that this is the responsibility of SCDC to enforce the refusal but the Clerk will write to inform them the fence is still in place.
C
e) Environment Committee (M Duce)

The Litter Busting Day will be taking place on Saturday 17th September and hopefully we will have a good turn out.

Also on 1st October there is a workshop taking place in Shepreth, run by the Cam Valley Forum.  HD will be attending our behalf and also Mike Watson (our contractor) has shown an interest in attending, as this will assist him when working on the stream in the future.

f) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters/R Hall)

Due to B Waters having to leave the meeting early and the absence of R Hall there was nothing to report.

g) School Governors Report (T Flanagan)

Due to the summer holidays there has been no meetings.

h) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JDol reported that he attended a meeting recently with Robert Roworth of County Council to discuss the continued problems that Robin Close and Gladeside are having with HGV’s.  We were assured that new signs would be erected indicating to HGV drivers that this was a no parking area.  Unfortunately BW has received a letter, which seems to be very vague and indicates that the signs will need to be authorised by another individual before they can be displayed.

Since this meeting JDol has noticed that the Planning Committee has received a letter from County Council saying that they are going to be erecting signs at Trafalgar Way to stop HGV’s from parking there.  He is concerned that if these signs are erected before the Robin Close signs, then HGV’s will park along Robin Close and Gladeside even more.  JR confirmed that he would investigate this issue further and report back at the next meeting.

JR then went into detail about the flooding of the school over the previous weekend.  There was a major clean up job over the weekend and the school could not open on the Monday.  He would like to thank all those concerned for the major effort it took to get the school up and running.

It had been noticed that the water that caused the flooding was coming from the village green, as this area slopes down and the school is situated lower than the fields.

MS then mentioned her concerns about the possible overflow from the stream, if we continue to have this adverse weather.

7.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Tesco Stores

MD reported that Tesco have started operating a hand car wash business in the car park area and wondered if they had planning permission for this.  DM replied that the car wash in the petrol station is currently closed and this is probably only temporary.  However, they should have sought temporary planning permission and the Clerk will write to SCDC and ask if this was done.
C
Village Green

GS reported that although the Football Club has filled in most of the holes there are still two that need filling.  The Clerk will write and inform the Football Club.
C

Moat House Hotel

DM reported that the Hotel is up for sale yet again and will appear in the Catering Magazine next Monday, being sold by Seville’s.  The inspection for prospective buyers should happen some time in October.

Signs

BH reported that the signs for Pheasant Rise have still not been replaced.  The Clerk replied that SCDC have been informed of several signs in the village that need replacing such as Pheasant Rise, Thruffle Way and Robin Close.  Unfortunately they do take time to replace as they are made from scratch.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 20th October 2005 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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