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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Monthly Parish Council Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 21 July 2011


ACTION


1.0 Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


R Hall
Councillor
(RH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)



PCSO Mani Bujar
Cambridgeshire Police

Open Forum

Mr & Mrs Hills of 112 The Spinney – They wished to discuss with the Parish Council the problem they have with a large tree to the rear of the garden.  Some work has been carried out in the past but the tree is now over 30 feet in height and they would like to have this tree cut back.  The Clerk agreed to put this on her tree work schedule after a Councillor has been to site visit. 

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 16th June 2011


The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th June 2011 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SS and seconded by BW.  All in favour.  

3.0
Matters for discussion and decisions to be made from previous minutes

Paul Neal and Jairo Marins of Bar Hill Colts – They attended the meeting to discuss the storage shed they wish to build on Parish Council land to the rear of the Farmhouse.  They have now received two quotations; one for a steel container and with costs to install and make good the area would cost £3,708.  The second quotation is for a wooden shed/garage and with the costs of making good as well as erecting the shed this would cost £2,299.  They would personally like to go with the second option of the wooden shed and requested a contribution from the Parish Council of half that amount being £1,150.00

A debate then took place on the best option as vandalism had to be taken into consideration and CCTV and insurance was also discussed.  Jairo felt that a Club Plaque would be put on the front of the shed so this would let anyone know there was nothing of value in the shed worth taking.

BW asked about any fundraising activities that may have taken place and Jairo replied that although they did not have many fundraising events, they make money from the weekly charges paid by the footballers and they all work hard to make sure the Club is financially affluent.  Jairo also answered the question raised by MP that at present 135 children belong to the Colts with 90% coming from Bar Hill.

Paul and Jairo were thanked for attending the meeting and the decision of contributing towards the shed would be made later in the meeting under accounts.

Paul Thorby and Jairo Marins from the Football Project – They attended the meeting to discuss the refurbishment of the surface to the all weather sports pitch.  Paul started by explaining some background details of the surface and possible replacements of the fencing surrounding the area.  They have been going through a tender process and they decided that rubber grass would be used and the replacement of both ends of the pitch with metal fencing was also needed.

The contractors that they have decided to use have quoted a price of £58,873 and at present the Football Project have £50,000 so they have a shortfall of approximately £9,000.  Therefore they are requesting either a contribution or a loan made to the Football Project, by the Parish Council, to cover the shortfall of £9,000.  Their annual income would enable them to pay back the loan, if this is the way forward, within 12 to 18 months as the annual income is £6000 to £7000 per annum.

MS asked if they had considered becoming a charity, as there are many benefits to this course of action and they replied that they had never thought about this and MS felt that they should approach the Charities Commission online and get the application form, if not for now then definitely for the future.

They are planning to start the work mid-August so this work should be completed by the time the Schools go back in September.  This was a major factor in the works being done as access would be needed to the rear of the school and also the school footpath would need to be closed off while the works take place.

A lengthy discussion then took place and after being thanked for attending the meeting they left.  The decision of this matter will be brought up later under Accounts.

4.0 Correspondence Received

	4.1
	Connexions Bus Visit – Philip Aldis of SCDC has requested the best times for the bus to visit the skate park.  The Clerk has already spoken with PCSO Mani and confirmed with him the best times, in view of the schools/colleges breaking up this week.


	

	4.2
	County Council – Copy letter in response to Roger Hall with regard to the possible library closures.  Noted.


	

	4.3
	SCDC – Planning Policy Monthly Update for July.  JDol wished to add that he attended the last meeting on 17th June at SCDC. From 2012 the Local Development Framework (LDF) will be looking at planning for housing between 2012-2031.  Land for housing is very minimal in this region and they are asking for anyone can put in an application for the development of a site.  If any developer had put in an application and was turned down can now re-apply and their plans will be looked at again.  Traveller’s sites were also discussed and these will be worked on over the next 3 years.


	

	4.4
	Cambridgeshire ACRE – An email received from Stuart Morris with regard to Parish Planning.  This was briefly discussed as The Parish Plan was looked at some years ago and it was agreed that the Parish Council would do nothing for the time being.


	

	4.5
	SCDC – Linda Brown – Draft Parish Charter.  The Chair agreed to take the document to read in full and would summarise the contents for the next Parish Council Meeting in September.


	

	4.6
	Tesco Stores – reply to letter re the cleaning up of the bus shelter and cutting back of hedging opposite the bus stop at the Tesco site.  Noted.


	

	4.7
	Cottenham and Swavesey Locality Team – Newsletter.  The Chair agreed to take the document to read in full and would summarise the contents for the next Parish Council Meeting in September.


	

	4.8
	Bar Hill Cricket Club – Drainage ditch gaps (a cricket player fell and broke his ankle and alleged that it was because of the gaps).  The Clerk has spoken with Brookfield and they will be delivering soil to the back of the village green by lunchtime on Saturday.  Volunteers will be needed to will in the cracks.


	

	4.9
	County Council – Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Local Development Framework – adoption of minerals and waste core strategy, proposals and supplementary planning documents.  Noted.


	


5.0 Clerks Financial Report

	5.1
	Financial Report by the Chair

MS informed the meeting that after discussions with the Clerk earlier in the week it was ascertained that certain funds could not be touched as these had already been earmarked for projects in the village already agreed by the Council as well as some jobs that the Parish Council have a statutory duty to fulfil such as maintaining the stream which costs £1000 a year at present.  Also £20,000 is currently in a one year savings bond which cannot be touched until December 2011

The Parish Council have the following projects listed:

Bar Hill Colts shed

The resurfacing and fencing of the All Weather Sports Pitch

The Skate Park lighting

The Library and financial implications on the Council

The Post Office and financial implications as this is attached to the Library

The Willows building – decorating and making good from the last tenants.

 
	

	5.2
	Storage Shed for the Colts – A debate took place and JDol felt that the area would be greatly improved by the storage shed being put at the back of the Farmhouse and he proposed that we contribute £1,500.00 for the work to be done.  An amended proposal was then put to the Council by SJ that the Parish Council contribute what was asked for, £1,150.00 and this was seconded by BB.  For= 6.  Against=4.  Abstained=1 (BH due to declaration of interest).  Therefore the motion was carried and £1,150 will be contributed to Bar Hill Colts.

	C

	5.3
	Astro-Turf Refurbishment – A debate then took place on the request of the Football Project asking for either a contribution or loan to the value for £9,000 to help towards the cost of resurfacing and fencing.  Having looked at our current finances we are unable to contribute the full amount and therefore MP proposed that we offer £1,500.00 as a contribution and this was seconded by SJ.  For=7.  Against=2.  Abstained=2 (due to declaration of interest).  Therefore the motion was carried that £1,500 would be offered as a contribution. 


	C

	5.4


	Approval of accounts for July 2011

The Clerk went through the accounts for July and these were approved and proposed by MP and seconded by MD.   All in favour.  The Clerk then went through the cheques to be paid in July and these were proposed by BG and seconded by JY.  All in favour.


	

	5.5
	Approval of payment to Clerk – Overpayment of tax for April and May has occurred and £127.31 is now owed to the Clerk as part of her salary. BG proposed that this amount be given to the Clerk and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.


	


The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
6.0
Chairs Report

6.1 Skate Park Lighting

Two quotations have been received for £2,593.60 and £1,224.80 but the specification received was slightly different so the Clerk is waiting for confirmation from the cheaper of the two quotes to ensure that we are getting the same specification.

A debate took place on where the funds should be taken and MP felt that there was money from the precept to cover this cost in full therefore should not be taken from reserves.

MP then proposed that once confirmation has been received that we take on the Contractor offering the lowest quotation and take the funds from the Skate Park budget in the precept.  This was seconded by BB.  All in favour.   
C
BW then proposed that the Council re-visit the Skate Park budget at our Budget Meeting in November and this was seconded by SJ.  For=7.  Against=4.  Therefore the motion was carried.
C

6.2 Midas Care Ltd

MS has received an email from Midas Care Ltd and they informed her that the meeting with the County Council went very well but there is still a lot of work to be done before contracts are given to them.  She has emailed back to him requesting that he attends our next meeting in September.

A discussion then took place on the rental income that is received from The Willows.  MP proposed that a letter be written to Matt Sumner and offer him the building at a reduced rental over a 12 month rolling lease and if this is acceptable to him then the Parish Council will make good the areas in need of decoration.  This was seconded by BB.  All in favour. 
C
6.3 Bar Hill Library

MS handed over the JR at this point and he said that we need to put down on paper a set of points on what the community is prepared to put forward such as financial help, voluntary support, the encouragement of patronage and the encouragement of new hirers using the Library and then we can see what happens at the September meeting.

It is now likely that a final decision will not be made until April of next year as it has been taken into consideration that Parish Councils make their budget decisions late in the year for the following year.  The Post office was also discussed and the implications this would have on Harry.

MS felt that £5,000 could be put on to the precept as she felt all households would be prepared to pay a small amount extra to ensure having a local library and post office in the village.  At the moment the Parish Council part of the Council Tax amounts to £65 per household per year.

RH has already written to Christine May asking for clarification on several points and she has now replied indicating that at the last meeting they were only looking for ideas and would welcome any proposals from Parish Councils in the South Cambridgeshire area.  He has also spoken with Domino Printing informing them of our current situation and there could be possible financial help coming from them to keep this community building open. 

JDol felt very strongly that at the Public Meeting, which was very well attended by the villagers, none of this was mentioned and nothing that was said has been taken forward.  He feels the people at that public meeting were deliberately misled.  

It was then agreed that nothing further came be done until we have concrete information from the County Council so this will be deferred to the September meeting where it will be a main agenda item.

6.4 SPARC

A letter has been received from SPARC and this was read to the Council.  A debate then took place and the Clerk informed the meeting that she has been talking with Cambridge Water and they would only work on the water pipe to the Library, all other pipe work would have to be undertaken by a private contractor and they would then take over the maintenance.  A contractor has recently contacted her and she will ask them to come and site visit and give a price the works involved.  Once quotations for the full job have been received, the Clerk would write back to SPARC giving them this information.
C

7.0 
Reports

a) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Nothing to report as a letter has already been received about the bus shelter and hedging.

b) Environment Committee

The minutes were looked at and the Clerk confirmed that she had written to Rob Mongoven and Roz Richardson had intercepted the letter and spoke with the Clerk and advised that if funds were low for hedging work then we could contact the Community Pay Back Scheme (the old probation service) where the work could be done free of charge.  It was recommended that we go ahead and look at the areas in the village and create a schedule of works and she will be happy to look at this at our October meeting.

SJ also proposed that BW become Chair of the Environment Committee and this was seconded by BB.  All in favour.  BW accepted with thanks. 

c) School Governors Report (B Waters)

Year 6 SAT results were in with results of 96%.  Attendance had dropped slightly over the school year and this was mainly due to parents taking their children on holiday during term time.  They had a very good “Careers Day” with other school children being bussed in to Bar Hill for this event.  Lastly they had a Science Week where they had an eco theme.

d) South Cambridgeshire District Council (BW/RH) 

SCDC have been awarded the National Customer Service Excellent Award, which is a very prestigious award and also there was a Local Government Challenge.

e) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds) 

Street lighting replacement contract has been given to Balfour Beatty.  JR explained the way the County Council would be working with Balfour Beatty.  The tender process has taken 5 years to complete with 3 competing contractors.

The costings are fixed for the next 25 years as long as the specification does not change.  The specification is to reduce the amount of lights by making the new columns taller thereby giving off light to a bigger area.  Also they will be able to dim or even turn off the lights fully if the need arises.

Phase 1 of the work will commence on 1st July 2011 in Cambridge City but South Cambridgeshire is not in the first phase of work.

MS informed JR that the road in front of the houses in to Gladeside is appalling and needs to be addressed.  The white lining of the perimeter was also discussed.  Lastly with the imminent opening of the Guided Bus the Council wished JR well with this venture.

f) Community Safety (M Bujar)


Bar Hill Parish Council Police Report covering the period of 23d of June – 21st July 2011. 
Incidents: 11 Rowdy nuisances, 11 Reports of suspicious circumstances
Crimes: 3 Thefts from motor vehicles, 1 Burglary in dwelling, 5 other thefts, 3 Non dwelling burglary and lastly 1 Report of criminal damage 
There has been one dwelling burglaries in the village in the past month.  We would like to remind residents to ensure they leave their houses locked and secure and without any valuable items left on show.  Please be extra vigilant.  If anybody would like any advice on home or garden crime prevention, please contact us and we will be happy to visit you and discuss the options.
Please continue to report any suspicious behaviour that you see around the village regardless of how minor it may seem.  If we are in the village at the time of your report to us, we will attend and check it out.  
g) Residents Association (R Hall)


The Fete was very successful with good weather and many residents liked the new look with a “village high street”.  There were very few incidences of bad behaviour with the police in attendance.

h)
Football Project


Nothing further to report as this subject was discussed earlier in the meeting.

i)
Village Hall Management Committee (S Jenkins) 

Bookings are doing well at present and their AGM will be held on Monday 19th September 2011.  A new sink is needed in the village hall kitchen as there is only one sink at present and for health reasons 2 are required.  Also the Entertainments Licence was discussed.

The Cream Teas being sold on Fete Day generated £195.  There will be Italian Classes starting on Wednesday mornings.  Lastly the music in the Village Hall was discussed.

The accounts and Treasurers Report had been handed out to the Council previously for inspection.


j) Planning Committee (J Doland)

Due to sickness there was no Planning Committee meeting last week and therefore 3 planning applications were brought to the meeting for inspection as follows:-

156 Pheasant Rise - Extension 

Plans have been received for the conversion of an existing garage into a reception room and the erection of a shed.  The Parish Council inspected the plans and they were approved without any objections.

80 Pheasant Rise - Extension 

Plans have been received for a single storey front extension to the above property.  The Parish Council inspected the plans and they were approved without any objections.

Bar Hill Pre-School – Change of Use 

Plans have been received for the change of use of playing field to Village Hall garden area for the Bar Hill Pre-School.  The Parish Council inspected the plans and they were approved without any objections.


k)
Neighbourhood Watch

A very good meeting took place recently and a high percentage of streets are now covered by co-ordinators but there are still some vacancies.  £70 was raised for the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme at the Village Fete.

8.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Staff Holidays

MS raised this issue as the Clerk will be on annual leave from 10th to 24th August and she would like the telephones to be manned for some of that time.  MS suggested that a Councillor man the office on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10-12 and has asked if Councillors would like to put their names forward to be put on a rosta.  She has also asked the Clerk to make a list of frequently asked questions.

Viking Way

BH reported that on several occasions children have been running out of “Whale Of A Time” and going into the road.  This is an accident waiting to happen and would like to Parish Council to write to Whale Of A Time and ask them to impress on the parents about road safety.
C

Play Area

SJ reported that there are still dogs being let loose in the play area and would like a further two signs erected around the fencing.  The Clerk will arrange for a further 2 signs to be made.
C

Hillcrest Bus Shelter

There is graffiti inside the bus shelter at Hillcrest.  The Clerk will arrange for this to be removed.
C

Memorial Garden

SJ reported that the Memorial Garden “Official Opening” went well and was very well attended by residents of the village.

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.10pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 15th September 2011 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office.  There will be no meetings in August as the Parish Council is in recess.

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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