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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Environment Committee Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office at 7.30pm

On Tuesday 5 July 2011

  ACTION


	1
	Present
	L Baffa
	Clerk
	(LB)

	
	
	J Dean
	Councillor
	(Jde)

	
	
	J Doland
	Councillor
	(Jdo)

	
	
	M Sellars
	Chairperson
	(MS)

	
	
	B Waters
	Councillor
	(BW)

	
	
	J York
	Councillor
	(JY)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Apologies
	B Burrage
	Councillor
	(BB)

	
	
	M Duce
	Councillor
	(MD)

	
	
	B Gillinder
	Councillor
	(BG)

	
	
	R Hall
	Councillor
	(RH)

	
	
	B Howard
	Councillor
	(BH)

	
	
	S Jenkins
	Councillor
	(SJ)

	
	
	M Pope
	Councillor
	(MP)

	
	
	S Spence
	Councillor
	(SS)


Due to the infrequency of the Environment Meeting there has been no elected Chair so BW agreed to chair the meeting for this evening.

2 Village Hedging – handing out of area maps for site visits to establish any hedging that needs to be looked at and dealt with on a long-term basis

The Clerk has written to Rob Mongovan, SCDC aborulculturist, inviting him to our next meeting due to take place on Wednesday 5th October meeting to obtain his advise on whether certain areas of hedging could be cut back, or taken out as a long-term solution to the continual drain on resources when cutting back hedging.  Also whether flailing some areas would be the best solution.

The hedging along the main spine paths were discussed and the Clerk confirmed that most of this hedging has a preservation order on them and cannot be removed.

BW asked if Councillors would, in the meantime walk their “patch” and if they have any suggestions these could then be forwarded on to Rob before the October meeting to give him an idea of our requirements.

Financial help was also discussed.  Domino and Worldpay have shown an interest in helping the Parish Council with environmental issues and it was agreed that the Clerk would chase both these companies to see if they would still be interested in helping.


C

BW also suggested that with the help of Rob Mongovan, we could possibly get a team of young people together to help with environmental work, especially at the balancing lake.

3
Equipment Storage for the Colts Football Club

A detailed design has been sent and this was inspected by the Environment Committee.  MS then proposed that she would like to recommend to the Parish Council that the design be approved but before a full decision can be made at the July Parish Council Meeting; MS would like to know the costs involved in the work being carried out.  This was seconded by JDean.  Therefore costs will be obtained and put on the main agenda for the July meeting.

C

4
Advertising Signs

An email has been received from a resident who wishes to advertise on lampposts leading to her property in Robin Close about the Cambridge Open Studies over a two-weekend period.  This was briefly discussed and MS proposed that the Clerk inform her that she would need to contact SCDC, Chris Bradley, as this is a highway issue and not Parish Council and this was seconded by JDol.  All in favour.
C

5
Works Outstanding

	Works Required
	Possible Action and Comments

	Bench at B frame at Foxhollow needs replacing
	S Lawlor to remove old bench, make good concrete and replace with new bench.  It was agreed that a new bench be put in as a matter of urgency as this area is very well used.


	Trees to rear of 32-39 Appletrees to be cut back


	Brookfield quoted £1250.  Still waiting for a further 2 quotes


	Several trees to the rear of Gladeside in need of height reduction as light is totally blocked


	Brookfield to quote.  Already had some trees cut back and the Clerk is waiting to see how the area looks.  BW agreed to site visit

	Footpath at the entrance to Appletrees is blocked by hedging 


	MWP to quote.  The Clerk has walked this area and could not find any problem.  BW agreed to site visit



	34 Appletrees - hedging at front of property is encroaching on to footpath.


	Brookfield to quote.  This was cut back 5 years ago but has now grown back.  It was agreed this be taken out and grassed in the autumn.



	186 Spinney - roots of nearby trees coming up through patio.  Possible trench to be dug


	Brookfield to quote.  The Clerk feels this could be a problem in the future as the resident seems to want every little weed taken care of by the PC



	55 Acorn Ave - tree to the side of property encroaching on to roof gable.  To be cut back


	Brookfield to quote.  Crab Apple tree is growing over the garage guttering and causing problems.

	8 Partridge Drive - willow tree overhanging garden. To be cut back
	Lawson quoted £395.  MWP to quote.  Brookfield to quote.  This tree is very large and will get cut back once the quotes are back


	Acorn/Almond - hedging (mainly wild rose bushes) need to be cut back away from footpath


	Lawlor to quote.  This has to be done every couple of years and is growing very wild once again



	Hanover Housing - trees that belong to a resident in Partridge Drive need to be cut back away from footpath


	Brookfield to quote.  The resident has been asked before to cut them but he has declined.  It was agreed that once we have the quote, we write to the resident and let him know the cost and whether he would like us to do the job and bill him or if he wishes to do the job himself.



	98 Appletrees - outside the front of property a manhole cover has been removed and a large hole needs to be covered


	MWP to quote.  There seems to be no indication of what the manhole is for.  The Clerk will site visit to establish the exact location and if on footpath will inform Highways



	77 Hillcrest - hedging to the rear of property needs to be cut back away from footpath


	Brookfield to quote.  The residents did try to keep the hedge down but it has now got out of hand

	45 Brambles - rear of garden on perimeter road a large Hornbeam needs to be cut back


	Lawson to quote.  Resident is unable to do the job herself; it is after all a PC tree.

	Side of 23 Brambles access path is overgrown with weeds and bushes, also roots to a tree to be killed off


	Lawson to quote.  This is the only access to 45 Brambles and this is now very overgrown

	Various areas - green waste has been dumped in various locations in village


	Brookfield to dispose of and bill as necessary.  This is happening frequently and makes the village look untidy.  Brookfield report dumped waste when grass cutting



	Hedging at PC office to be cut back, removal of waste at rear of building and shed to be erected


	Steve Lawlor to bill when jobs completed.  This has been done except for the shed, which will be done in the next few days

	16 Little Meadow - large hole in grassed area to the rear of this property


	Brookfield to quote to fill in.  The Clerk sent S Lawlor but he could find no hole so she has asked Brookfield to take a look when next grass cutting




6.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Dumped Rubbish – BW reported that to the rear of 185/186 The Spinney, near the perimeter road, young people have made a den and there is a great deal of rubbish that needs to be cleared.

Parking Lorries – The Clerk informed the meeting that she a call from Cambridge Bio-Science in Trafalgar Way complaining about the lorry drivers using their skips as toilets.  They have now purchased lockable skips but they now leave their “debris” in front of the skips for someone else to dispose of and they are also blocking their entrance from about 4.30pm so some people are having difficulty leaving work at the end of the day.  They have called Environmental Health but they showed no interest.

The Clerk said that she would talk with our PCSO and see if he could make late afternoon, early evening patrols to check the details of these drivers to ensure that all is legal and to ask them not to block the entrances to the premises.

Whilst on this subject JDol reported that he called the Police due to two box wagons parking in Gladeside, the drivers had gone to the Fox public house, and the wagons did not have registration plates on them.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.45pm.  The next Environment Meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th October 2011 at 7.30pm in the Parish Council Office.

Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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