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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Monthly Parish Council Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 15 September 2011


ACTION


1.0 Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


R Hall
Councillor
(RH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


Apologies: 
B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)



B Howard
Councillor
(BH)



S Spence
Councillor
(SS)



J Reynolds
County Councillor



PCSO Mani Bujar
Cambridgeshire Police

Open Forum

Pam Vendy attended the meeting as she wished to introduce herself as the new Chairperson for the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme that has been re-established.  Now that the Clerk has her email and telephone details it was agreed that both parties would keep in touch with what is happening in the village.  It was also agreed that the Parish Council Meeting Room would be made available for the next meeting on 8th November at 7.30pm

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 21st July 2011


The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 21st July 2011 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JY and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.  

3.0
Matters for discussion and decisions to be made from previous minutes

Leiston-cum-Sizewell – The Empowering of Local Council

JDol had read the document in full and stated that the email said that there were implications to all Parish Councils.  A large Planning Application received of more than 1000 pages should be given to an outside body, at the expense of the developer, for them to critique, saving time for Parish Councils.  After a brief discussion JDol proposed that we agree in principle to the contents of the email and this was seconded by MP.  All in favour.

The future of the Farmhouse

MS reported that she and the Clerk visited the Farmhouse this week to see what has to be done.  This subject was then debated at length and the disposal of the pool table was discussed as this has been left behind.  MP proposed that the Youth Locality Team (Jon Butler) should be contacted and suggested to him that if it is no longer needed then they must dispose of it and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.
C

MS also reported that the water and boiler have now been switched off until the cold weather comes.  The following items need to be done:

Change the locks as soon as possible.

The broken window is in the process of being replaced.

The grills need to be taken off and sandblasted before being put back in place.

Security lights to be placed to the side and rear of the building with reactive lights with cages so footballs cannot break them.

Quotations will obtained for CCTV at the rear of the building

The roof tiles to be looked at in the very near future and replaced if necessary.

A team of cleaners to go in to the Farmhouse to give it a good clean and tidy up.

It was agreed that MS would put an advert in the Bar Hill News with regard to letting out the property to possibly a resident in the village who has a small business.

SPARC - update

The Clerk informed the meeting that the next water rates bill is due and feels that as the Farmhouse water has been turned off, and the bills are for 6 months in advance she would like to send the bill directly to SPARC for payment.  This was agreed and MP proposed that we write to Cambridge Water, with a copy to SPARC, informing them that the Farmhouse is now closed until further notice and all bills should be sent directly to SPARC for payment.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour. 
C

4.0 Correspondence Received

	4.1
	Letter of resignation – Due to ill health Mike Duce has stepped down at Parish Councillor.  Mike has been a Councillor on and off since the Village was built and was even Chair for some years during the 70’s.  It was therefore agreed that a card would be purchased, along with flowers and a bottle of wine to send to Mike and Anne.


	

	4.2
	Guiding Trip to New Zealand – Report and photos sent by Gemma Thorby and Grace Plumb of their trip to New Zealand.  Noted and filed.


	

	4.3
	SCDC – Street Football in Bar Hill – These sessions have been running for a couple of years but because of falling numbers of children taking part, they will no longer be offering this service.  Noted and filed.


	

	4.4
	SCDC – Callout arrangements over Bank Holidays and Weekends – Names and telephone numbers given in case of emergency for our records.  Noted and filed.


	

	4.5
	Carillion WSP – A14 Junction 31 (Girton) repair works – Closure of Bar Hill junction from 21st to 23rd September.  Noted and filed.


	

	4.6
	Northstowe Parish Forum - Agenda and minutes from last meeting held on 18th July 2011.  MS also informed the meeting that at a meeting she attended last week they indicated that a planning application would be coming at the end of the year for 1500 dwellings.  The location of the new town has moved slightly due to the Guided Bus Service.  They are aware of the possible effects Northstowe may have on our traffic in Bar Hill and it is a possibility that a safe cycle way would be installed.


	

	4.7
	SCDC – Amendment to the Bill of Code of Conduct and Standards Committee.  This document will be read by the Chair and reported on at the next meeting.


	C

	4.8
	Bar Hill Colts –Thank you letter for contribution and support in allowing them to build their storage shed at the rear of the Farmhouse.  Noted and filed.


	

	4.9
	Bar Hill Colts – Email from Jairo Marin with regard to them not being allowed to use the Farmhouse for the Sunday refreshments.  This was discussed at length.

BG proposed that a short reply be sent to say that we have noted his comments and that the Parish Council wishes to point out that the email contains gross inaccuracies and unsubstantiated allegations.  The Parish Council also wishes to ascertain whether the comments in the email originates from Jairo personally or is the collected, agreed views, formulated during a properly convened Committee Meeting of the members of the Bar Hill Colts Football Club that he purports to represent.  This was seconded by MP.  All in favour.
 
	C

	4.10
	South Cambs Crime & Disorder Survey – A survey has been received that needs to be filled in by the Parish Council.  The survey was completed at the meeting and the Clerk will send back to SCDC. 


	C

	4.11
	County Council – Preparation for the Coming Winter Season. Due to the length of the letter it was agreed that the Clerk would circulated a copy to all Councillors to read.


	C

	4.12
	County Council – Consultation on review of the decision to remove all subsidised bus service funding.  MS told the meeting that if they wished to reply to the consultation they should do so directly.  The Clerk will send the information to Councillors.


	C

	4.13
	SCDC – Planning Policy Monthly Update for September.  Noted and filed.


	


5.0 Clerks Financial Report

	5.1
	Changing bank mandate signatories due to recent resignation - It was agreed that the Clerk would obtain the necessary forms from the Yorkshire bank and Lloyds TSB to change the signatories.

To look at a different CBS account with higher interest – The Clerk suggested that the current Cambridge Building Society account be transferred over to a special Parish Council account that is giving a further ½% interest.  JDol proposed that the Clerk go ahead with this and BG seconded this motion.  All in favour.


	C

C



	5.2
	Proposed works to be approved by the Parish Council

Quotations received for tree work at Appletrees Drift.  SJ proposed that we accept the quotation from Lawson Tree at £425 and this was seconded by BW.  All in favour.


	

	5.3
	Approval of accounts and payment of cheques for August 2011

The Clerk went through the accounts for August and these were approved and proposed by MP and seconded by BG.   All in favour.  The Clerk then went through the cheques that were paid in August and these were proposed by SJ and seconded by RH.  All in favour.


	

	5.4


	Approval of accounts and payment of cheques for September 2011

The Clerk went through the accounts for September and these were approved and proposed by JY and seconded by BG.   All in favour.  The Clerk then went through the cheques to be paid in September and these were proposed by JDol and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.


	


The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
6.0
Chairs Report

6.1 Annual Review of Policy Documents

The Council looked through the policy documents for review and MP proposed that no changes be made to our Policy Documents at this time and this was seconded by BW.  All in favour.  
C

6.2 DPPO – Task and Finish Group

MS informed the meeting that there was a short meeting this afternoon on DPPO.  Phillip Aldis will be producing a document that will be circulated to all Councillors in readiness for our October meeting with Phillip Aldis and Inspector Chris Savage attending to give a presentation.

We will then have a month to discuss this with Councillors and residents and there will be an article in the Bar Hill News informing residents that we are consulting with the Police on the DPPO and a decision will then be made at our November meeting.  A short discussion then took place on the more robust measures being put in place to replace the DPPO.
C

6.3 Bar Hill Library – update

This subject was discussed at length.  MS would like us to contact all Parish Council’s in the surrounding area that use the library to ask them for volunteers from their parish to enable us to keep our library open.  If we can get more support, this would give us a stronger case in the future for keeping the library open.
C

It was agreed that a decision on the finances of the library would be deferred until October after letters have been sent to other Parish Council’s asking them for their help and support
C

6.4 Parish Charter – for discussion

MS read out certain sections of the document that could be of use to the Parish Council.  The purpose of the Charter is to enable better co-ordination of work between all levels of governance.  The Charter will enable the delivery of shared services, ensuring a greater value for money and services.  The Charter allows for greater joined up working that will be the root of effective working, ensuring that performance is captured and that impact can be effectively measured and shared between Councils.

The Charter is a statement of intent.  The Charter will be reviewed annually to ensure that it remains fit for purpose and will be amended to reflect emerging developments locally and nationally with regard to the Localism Bill and changes to the Standards regime.

6.5 Letter from Bar Hill Church

A letter has been received from Bar Hill Church asking for feedback and perspectives on Bar Hill Church and the Clerk gave her opinion.  It vas agreed that the following would be sent to the Church for their records:
C

Bar Hill is a fairly new village and in the past we have had young, forward thinking ministers that mixed well with the community.  Ruth Adams was also a forward thinking minister and she took the Church to new levels within the community, almost as a Social Worker, bringing everyone together, communicating with the young people who all had a great respect for her and what she stood for.

Bar Hill does not look to the past and the many forward thinking people in the village can take us in to the future with confidence and compassion and our new minister should also think in this way. 
6.6 Parish Clerk’s workload

Prior to the meeting MS had circulated an email with regard to the workload of the Clerk.  A discussion took place of ways in cutting down the Clerk’s workload and it was agreed that an advert would be placed in the Bar Hill News requesting a part-time assistant to the Clerk for up to 6 hours per week. 

7.0 
Reports

a) Neighbourhood Watch

As earlier discuss Pam Vendy has now taken over as Chair to this Committee and they will now be meeting on a regular basis.  They are in the process of setting up a new bank account with the Cambridge Building Society.  Anil, the Treasurer for the Residents Association, will be taking on the job as Treasurer for Neighbourhood Watch and any existing money in the bank will be spent on new signs.

b) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

JDol reported that the bus shelter seat has been cleaned and this seems to be done on a regular basis.

c) Environment Committee (B Waters)

There was no meeting so no report was given.

d) School Governors Report (B Waters)

The new school year has got off to a great start.  Several new families have been admitted who have moved to the village over the summer.  New staff and reception children have settled in well and Stephen and Simon Tabram have enhanced the premises over the holidays.  The School has been selected for a Health & Safety audit some time between October and January and the staff and governors will be interviewed as part of the audit process.

e) South Cambridgeshire District Council (BW/RH) 

All South Cambridgeshire residents should have now received their annual Register of Electors form.

South Cambridgeshire’s paper only caddy, introduced as part of a new scheme last year has seen an increase in the quality of paper collected.

BW and RH attended a meeting with Domino where they were informed of Domino’s planning proposal for new warehousing and office facilities on land adjacent to the present site.

BW and RH attended the recent Police Panel Meeting and this was extremely useful in setting priorities for the village.

f) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds) 

Due to JR’s absence no report was given although a report for September had been sent to all Councillors prior to this meeting.

g) Community Safety (M Bujar)

We are pleased to say that Neighbourhood Watch is now up and running and going very well.  We now have a number of volunteers but still need more for the following streets:
The Brambles
Parts of Acorn Avenue, Hillcrest and Appletrees
Field View
Stonefield
Oatlands Avenue 
Partridge Drive
 
Please be aware that recently churches in nearby Willingham and Over have been targeted by thieves who have removed lead from the roofs of the churches during the hours of darkness.  We are asking that residents all be extra vigilant over the coming months and please report to us any suspicious activity. Patrols by the police have been increased around the churches.
 

Due to the increased price of fuel there has been a spate of heating oil thefts in the South Cambs area.  Below is some information and security advice to help residents avoid becoming victims. 

· Position Tank close to the house with one or more windows so you can see the tank, a thief may think twice due to the chance of being seen.

· Padlocks: close shackle padlocks are the best design as they have very little of the metal hoop exposed making it very difficult for the thief to get a good grip on it with bolt croppers.

· Place a low energy dusk till dawn light so tank has sufficient light to illuminate any suspicious activity.

· Placing gravel around the tank and planting defensive shrubs can also make thieves think twice. 

· CCTV is an option - you can also get dummy cameras that look very realistic for a fraction of the cost.

 

Finally, for those that are not aware, below are the three new panel priorities decided at the most recent panel meeting:

1. Address concerns about anti social use of vehicles on Papworth and Longstanton by-pass. 
2. Continue to support speed watch scheme in Dry Drayton, Longstanton and Willingham. 

3. Focus on “Rural crime” oil thefts, rural burglary and Metal thefts (specifically lead from Churches)

      

h) Residents Association (R Hall)


RH asked for permission for next year’s Fete to take place on 30th June 2012.  This will be a week earlier than usual because of the Olympic Games.  This was proposed by SJ and seconded by JY.  All in favour.  Also Andy Pellow has now joined the Fete Committee and has some very good ideas.

i)
Football Project


Nothing further to report as this subject was discussed earlier in the meeting.

j)
Village Hall Management Committee (S Jenkins) 


The accounts sent by Paul Neal were read out to the meeting and also his report that included his official resignation as Treasurer.  IT was agreed that a letter of thanks would be sent to him for all his hard work over the last few difficult years and that we are very pleased with the success of the Village Hall.
C
k)
Planning Committee (J Doland)

As minutes for the last Planning Committee Meeting had already been received by the Council, there was nothing further to discuss.

8.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

There were no items for information.

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.05pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 20th October 2011 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office.

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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