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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Monthly Parish Council Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 20 October 2011


ACTION


1.0 Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


R Hall
Councillor
(RH) (arrived at 7.45pm)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
PCSO Mani Bujar
Cambridgeshire Police

Open Forum

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 15 September 2011


The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th September 2011 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BW and seconded by BG.  All in favour.  

3.0
Matters for discussion and decisions to be made from previous minutes

Bar Hill Youth Club

Due to a forthcoming meeting between the Youth Group members to be held in the next few days, it was agreed that this subject be deferred to the November meeting.
C
Winter Gritting

Having read the email in detail MS informed the meeting that the deadline had now passed for the listed training courses and in order for the Parish Council to receive free winter gritting equipment, a representative of the Council would have to go on a training course with the County Council.   BG had already agreed that he would be able to attend the training course.  Therefore BG would try and contact the County Council to see if he can attend.
New Farmhouse Tenants - update

The Clerk informed the meeting that we have had two applicants who wish to rent the Farmhouse from the Parish Council.

The details were read out to meeting and a lengthy discussion then took place.  MS felt that a nominal rent should be charged that would cover our costs on the building and contingency cover for repairs and ongoing maintenance.  MP also felt that the rent should be kept low in order to give a new small business the opportunity to succeed in this current climate.

There are still some issues outstanding with the Farmhouse, such as the water supply and we would also have to put in a planning application for change of use.  JDol felt this should be postponed until our November budget meeting.

SJ then proposed that we write to both interested parties and ask them to put forward a bid on how much rent they would like to pay per annum, taking into consideration what they would also have to pay as tenants such as contents insurance, all utilities and Council Tax.  This was seconded by MS.  For=6.  Against=4.  Therefore the lotion was carried.
C

Clerk’s Assistant - Update

The Clerk has received 10 applications for the post of Clerk’s Assistant and it was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with BG and BW, who will also attend the interviews with the Clerk.  Once a date has been confirmed the Clerk will write to all the applications inviting them to an interview.
C
4.0 Correspondence Received

	4.1
	SCDC – Minutes of a meeting of the Standards Committee dated 14th September 2011 (information only).  Noted and filed.


	

	4.2
	County Council – Budget Consultation (information only).  Noted and filed.


	

	4.3
	Sue Kenchington – Letter of thanks for allowing them the use of the Parish Council Meeting room for their Coffee Mornings.  From now on they will be using the library.  Noted and filed. 

	

	4.4
	SCDC – Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (sent in packs for information).  Noted and filed.


	

	4.5
	Happy Hours – Letter from Chairperson requesting donation to help towards their Christmas Lunch.  MS proposed that £100 be donated to Happy Hours, which is the same amount as last year.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.


	C

	4.6
	Public Consultation – Proposed redesign of Mental Health Services in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough (information only).  Noted and filed.


	

	4.7
	CPALC – The Localism Bill – Update October 2011 (information only).  Noted and filed.


	

	4.8
	County Council – 2012 Small Grants for celebrations and events (information and application form).  BW was given the documents and these will be passed to the Residents Association for further discussion.


	

	4.9
	Bar Hill Football Project – Letter of thanks for donation towards the All Weather Sports Pitch.  Noted and filed.


	

	4.10
	Royal British Legion – Request for donation towards the annual Poppy Appeal.  MS proposed that we give £200 to this cause, which is the same amount as last year and this was seconded by JDol.  All in favour.


	C


5.0 Clerks Financial Report

	5.1
	Annual Audit Return for 2011 from Moore Stephens.

The Clerk informed the Council that the Annual Audit Returns have now been signed off by Moore Stephens with no comments.


	

	5.2
	Signing of new bank mandates for Yorkshire Bank and Lloyds TSB.

After a short discussion it was agreed that BG would become a cheque signatory and the two bank mandates for Yorkshire Bank and Lloyds TSB were signed and dated by MS, SJ, LB and BG.

 
	

	5.3
	Proposed works to be approved by the Parish Council

There were no quotations to be approved by the Parish Council.


	

	5.4


	Approval of accounts and payment of cheques for October 2011

The Clerk went through the accounts for October and these were approved and proposed by BW and seconded by JDean.   All in favour.  The Clerk then went through the cheques to be paid in October and these were proposed by BW and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.


	


The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
6.0
Chairs Report

6.1 Domino Printing Ltd – update from public consultation

This subject had already been discussed at last week’s Planning Committee Meeting and there was nothing further to report.

6.2 DPPO – Task and Finish Group

Due to Philip Aldis and Inspector Chris Savage being unable to attend the meeting it has been arranged for them to attend our November meeting where the future of the DPPO will be discussed at length. 
C

6.3 Bar Hill Library – update

It was agreed that in view of the possible financial implications this subject would be discussed at our November Budget Meeting.
C

6.4 Amendment to the Bill of Code of Conduct and Standards Committee

MS had looked at this document in detail and because their way of itemising subjects was different to the original Code of Conduct it was impossible to deduce what was being changed, if anything.

6.5 New policy for instructing contractors

The new draft policy was looked at and discussed and it was generally felt that in principle this was a good policy to adopt, although some matters would need to be left to the Clerk’s discretion.  The document was changed as directed by the Council and proposed by BB and seconded by JDean.  Al in favour.  A new copy will be sent to the Councillors in due course.
C

7.0 
Reports

a) Planning Committee (J Doland)


BB reported that on his last inspection the bus shelter seat had been cleaned.


b) Neighbourhood Watch

RH reported that the new Chair, Mrs Pam Vendy, is very enthusiastic about the scheme and a meeting is scheduled for 8th November.

c) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Nothing further to report as the Tesco bus shelter seat has been discussed.

d) Environment Committee (B Waters)

The Stream was briefly discussed as Rob Mongovan of SCDC has informed us that we should involve the Environment Agency.  This matter will be discussed at the Budget Meeting in November due to the financial implications.
C

e) School Governors Report (B Waters)

Due to no meeting taking place no report was given.

f) South Cambridgeshire District Council (BW/RH)

Council Tax - For this financial year, your Council Tax has been frozen, and the District Council received a grant amounting to a 2.5% increase. Anticipating that the Government might offer the same for 2012-13, this was reflected in the Council’s Medium Term Financial Strategy. 

Development in South Cambs - The time has arrived when developers and estate agents anticipate the making of a ‘quick buck’ by putting in bids to develop on mainly green field sites. Many of these would result in ribbon development, which, coming from south Lancashire, I find repulsive, with towns there joined together with no green fields between them. I am at a loss to wonder why they have made bids, as, in south Cambs, there is enough land allocated for development to take us up to 2030.  

Weekly collections - In the press, and in certain areas, there has been pressure for councils to revert to ‘weekly’ bin collections. The present arrangements in South Cambridgeshire have been extremely successful, both in the context of increasing recycling rates and in public reaction. It would not be viable for both landfill and recyclable rubbish to be collected on the same day without an enormous increase in expenditure. The ‘caddy’ introduced this year, will result in the collection of £30,000 tonnes of paper, which will be turned into 4,000 tonnes of newsprint. 

Parliamentary Boundaries - If the proposals of the Boundaries’ Commission are followed through, then we shall be part of a new parliamentary constituency by 2015, St Neots. Although a change such as this cannot be welcome, the only alternative, based on the present criteria, would be Cambridge North and Cambridge South with the disappearance of the South Cambridgeshire parliamentary constituency.  Even more so is the fact that they will have to change again during the next ten years with the development of Northstowe and other areas. 

g) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds) 

JDol posed the question to JR about the funding for the new super highway broadband service and JR replied that the funding is coming from an award grant.  Approximately £4 million has been made available and this money will be used for the upgrading of the broadband service in Cambridgeshire.  There was a public consultation and on the top of the list was faster broadband as this has serious implications to businesses in the region.

The bus service was also briefly debated because of the amount of people using this service.  In the first two months of the Guided Bus service being in operation 447,000 users were recorded (this was the forecast figure for the first 3 years alone).  The problem of lighting is being looked at and hopefully this will be solved very shortly.

h) Community Safety (M Bujar)

Due to the absence of our PCSO there was no report, but crime figures can be found on their website.  MS also reported that from now on the non-emergency number for incidents should be 101.
  

i) Residents Association (R Hall)


There has been no meeting this month but a new date has been set for the Village Fete on Saturday 14th July 2012.  Permission to use the village green for the fete was sought and permission was given.

j)
Football Project


Nothing to report.
k)
Village Hall Management Committee (S Jenkins) 


The Treasurers Report was given to Councillors prior to the meeting.  BB informed the meeting that the Caretaker had resigned and a temporary caretaker has been doing the job until the post can be filled on a permanent basis.

8.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

The Willows – Midas Care was briefly discussed and MS informed the meeting that she and SJH will be meeting with Matt Sumner on Wednesday 26th October to inspect the carpets before a decision can be made on a replacement
Queens Diamond Jubilee – A brochure has been received about the Queens Jubilee next year.  This subject was discussed briefly and the Parish Council agreed that as far as celebrations were concerned we would not be involved although there may be some organisations in the village that may wish to celebrate this event.  However, JDol proposed that the Parish Council plant a tree in celebration and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.  The Clerk will contact Roz Richardson of SCDC and ask what specimen tree we should use.
C

Benches at Village Hall – BB has now ascertained that the benches belong to the Village Hall/Social Club and he will now establish where they wish these benches to be secured.  Once this has been done the Clerk will arrange for them to be bolted to the ground.

Cold Calling – JDol wished to inform the Council that cold calling is now becoming a problem with scams going around with regard to telephone companies.  He would like it to be known that residents should be made aware of this fact.  He is going to investigate whether the village can be a cold calling free zone. 

Estate Agents Sign – BG informed the meeting that an Estate Agent sign was nailed to the Pheasant Rise street sign and damage has been done.  It was agreed that he would take the sign down, bring it to the office and the Clerk will inform the company concerned that this is criminal damage due to our sign being damaged.
C

County Council (HGV Strategy Meeting) – A meeting will take place on this subject on 29/11/11 at 7pm at Swavesey Village College.  It was agreed that MS and BW would attend and the Clerk will inform the County Council of the representatives attending.
C

Budget Meeting

It was confirmed that the Budget Meeting for the financial year 2011/2012 would be held on Thursday 10th November 2011 at 7.30pm.

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 17th November 2011 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office.

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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