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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Environment Committee Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office at 7.30pm

On Wednesday 5 October 2011

  ACTION


	1.


	Present
	B Waters
	Councillor
	(BW)

	
	
	L Baffa
	Clerk
	(LB)

	
	
	J Dean
	Councillor
	(Jde)

	
	
	B Howard
	Councillor
	(BH)

	
	
	M Pope
	Councillor
	(MP)

	
	
	J York
	Councillor
	(JY)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Apologies
	J Doland
	Councillor
	(Jdo)

	
	
	
	
	


	
	It was agreed at the last Parish Council Meeting that BW would take on the Chair of the Environment Committee.


	

	2.
	To approve minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting held on 5th July 2011 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JY and seconded by JDean.  All in favour.


	

	3.
	Matters for discussion and decisions to be made from previous minutes

There were no matters arising from the previous minutes.


	

	4.
	Village Hedging

This subject was discussed at length.  The Clerk informed the meeting that she had been in contact with Roz Richardson of SCDC who suggested that we use the Community Pay-Back Scheme for any large hedging work, which although would take a little longer, would be free of charge.  We would need to work out a schedule of works to be done, pass this to the Community Pay-Back Scheme organisers who would then site visit the areas to see if they could help.

A suggestion was also made to allow residents to cut back hedging and perhaps we could then arrange for a contractor to pick up the green waste on their behalf.  It was decided that this would not be a good idea, as residents would be cutting back hedging and then the waste could be left around the village for long periods before the Clerk would be informed.


	C

	5.
	Litter Picking Day

The next Litter Picking Day has been arranged for Saturday 5th November 2011.  This has been advertised in the current Bar Hill news, on the front page, so hopefully, although a little colder than normal, we should still get a good response.

	

	6.
	Stream

This was discussed at length as the Clerk has received a report from the Contractor who cuts the stream banks that over the last year the banks have dropped by a foot.  They suggested that more hedge planting along the banks would help, as the root system would strengthen the banks.

A quotation has already been received for works to be carried out to shore up the banks and also Roz Richardson from SCDC has indicated that through the Tree & Hedge Plating Scheme we could get some hedging free of charge.

A discussion then took place about the meeting the Planning Committee had with Martin Richards of Dominos last March, where he indicated that his company would be interested in helping us with environmental projects in the village.  The Clerk has already sent him a short report on the stream and its history and why this is a project that the Parish Council would like to see progress.

MP proposed that first we look at the quotation already received and see if this can be broken down in stages of three years to do this work, obviously the worst part of the stream being done first.  Once the proposal has been done the Clerk will write the Domino, with a copy to Roz of SCDC, indicating to Mr Richards that the stream is still an ongoing, project and the best long term solution for the environment is to reinforce the stream banks with sympathetic planting to encourage the wildlife but all this comes at a cost.  We could then propose that this becomes a three year project starting at Appletrees in the first year, Watermead in the second year and the third year would be Hollytrees.  This proposal was seconded by JY.  All in favour.


	C


7.
Works Outstanding

	Item
	Complainant
	Action/works required

	009
	Mrs Seagrave
	Trees to rear of 32-39 Appletrees to be cut back - Lawson quoted £425.00.  Accepted on PO 0992


	015
	Gladeside
	Several trees to the rear of Gladeside in need of height reduction as light is totally blocked out - Brookfield to quote


	016
	Resident
	Footpath at the entrance to Appletrees is blocked by hedging - MWP quoted £125.  Accepted on PO 0968


	018
	186 Spinney
	Roots of nearby trees coning up through patio.  Possible removal of tree - Brookfield quoted £210.  Accepted on PO 0994



	020
	8 Partridge Drive
	Willow tree overhanging garden. To be cut back - MWP quoted £182.  Accepted on PO 0972



	027
	45 Brambles
	Side of 23 Brambles access path is overgrown with weeds and bushes, also roots to a tree to be killed off - Lawson quoted £260.  Accepted on PO 0967


	029
	Leigh Baffa
	Hedging at PC office to be cut back, removal of waste at rear of building and shed to be erected - Steve Lawlor to bill when jobs completed


	034
	Mrs Essery
	9 Appletrees - 2 dead trees at the front and 3 dead trees at the side of property - Brookfield quoted £200.  Accepted on PO 0995


	037
	3 Foxhollow
	Overhanging tree to the rear of property (on the perimeter road) - Lawson quoted £195.00.  Accepted on PO 0981


	038
	Planning
	Slabbed path between Acorn and Foxhollow  uneven.  To be levelled - MWP quoted £199.  Accepted on PO 0986


	046
	Resident
	Hedging alongside 31 Spinney needs to be cut back -  Lawson quoted £60.  Accepted on PO 0982


	
	
	

	046b
	Lawson
	Hedging at 54 and 67 to be done - £180 for each job.  Accepted on PO 0983



	048
	3 Otter Gardens
	Tree roots have lifted path.  Tree to be looked at and possibly felled - Lawson quoted £180.  Accepted on PO 0988



	051
	187 Spinney
	Tree opposite property, on ring road, is blocking out street light - Lawson quoted £40.  Accepted on PO 0989


	052
	10 Field View
	Tree close to boundary wall is overgrown and roots damaging wall - Brookfield quoted £260.  Accepted on PO 0993


	053
	Brian Bell
	Overgrown bushes on ring road opposite the exit to Thruffle Way and next to path leading to Hillcrest - MWP quoted £159.  Accepted on PO 0990


	054
	Resident
	Overgrown bushes in Almond grove need to be cut back - MWP quoted £125.  Accepted on PO 0991



	8.
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Dumped Rubbish – BH reported that to the back of some houses in Pheasant Rise, wooden pallets have been dumped and these need to be cleared.  BH will give the Clerk the exact location and she will arrange for their removal.

Acorn Avenue Hedging – BW reported that although the Clerk had received a letter from the household concerned who indicated that they would cut back the hedging once the birds had stopped nesting, this has still not be done.  A further letter would be sent to the resident concerned.

November Budget – The Clerk asked the Committee to give some thought on the Environment budget for the next financial year, as the Budget Meeting will be taking place sometime in November.


	C

C


There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm.  The next Environment Meeting will date has not been finalised and the Clerk will inform the Parish Council of the date in due course.

Signed… ………………..……………………………. (Chair of the Environment Committee) 

Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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