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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Monthly Parish Council Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 17 November 2011


ACTION


1.0 Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


R Hall
Councillor
(RH) (arrived at 8.00pm)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
PCSO Mani Bujar
Cambridgeshire Police

Open Forum

Paul Neal and Rob Humphries from Bar Hill Colts attended the meeting to express their interest in renting the Farmhouse from the Parish Council.  A hand out was given to all Councillors, which outlined their intentions for the building and a brief discussion took place.  It was agreed that the Councillors would be given time to digest the information given and this will be put on the agenda for the December parish Council meeting for further debate.
C

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 20 October 2011


The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th October 2011 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BW and seconded by MP.  All in favour.  

3.0
Matters for discussion and decisions to be made from previous minutes

Bar Hill Youth Club

Julie Bristow was absent from the meeting so this subject was not discussed.

DPPO – Task & Finish Group

Philip Aldis and Inspector Chris Savage attended the meeting to discuss the DPPO.  Philip Aldis started with a summary of what has occurred so far.  A handout was given to all Councillors and this was explained in detail.  The review of the DPPO takes place in November but because of all the previous meetings this year a final decision will be made on whether to revoke the DPPO on 26th January 2012.  

Philip Aldis said the timeline is for the Parish Council to make a decision before the 26th January 2012 and MS assured him that this would be debated further and a formal response would be given following the decision made at our December meeting.
C

Bar Hill Library - update

Christine May, David Harty and Mike Hoskings attended the meeting to discuss further developments of the Library Service and Christine opened by saying that they have been overwhelmed by the support received for the library service throughout the county.  She confirmed that no libraries will be closing, the libraries will carry on being run by the County Council and a core service will still be given everywhere.  Recruiting, training and managing staff along with support staff, on a voluntary basis, will still be handled by the County Council.

The opening hours at Bar Hill Library will be reduced to 23 hours a week, with two part-time, fully paid members of staff.  All other staff will be on a voluntary basis.    If it were felt that extra staff or more hours were needed then the County Council would look to the village in question to fundraise for this extra service.

Time scale is that self-service facilities will be put installed at Bar Hill from 9th January 2012 so the library will be closed for a week.  Once this has been done the Post Office lease will be extended to include a larger area for the Post Office.

Community Hub - David Harty then took over by saying that the Library Service will be moving in a different direction taking in to account communities wanting to follow through on this new idea of a community hub.  They are keen to see libraries putting in other services, and Bar Hill has been their example because of the Post Office and the County Council would be very flexible to see this happen elsewhere.

MS then asked for clarification on who would be taking responsibility of the library when not open, as the Post office is open 6 days a week.  Christine confirmed that the Post office would be happy to be responsible but if there are any problems the library is fully insured but would be looked at again if problems arise.

MP asked if the hours could be extended on the self-service basis and Christine replied that there would be a scheme called “Trusted Volunteers” which could be used but the County Council would not fund this.

BH was concerned about possible redundancies and Christine replied that there are no plans at this stage to make any redundancies; volunteers would be used as well as and not instead of staff already in the employment of the Library service.

JDol brought up evening opening hours and asked if there were statistics to ascertain whether some evening were busier than others and Christine replied there were figures which they did use during the consultation period.

The grass cutting was mentioned and it was agreed that the Parish Council would take on the grass cutting to cut costs and this will be included in our own grass-cutting contract from April 2012.
C

Letting Agency for The Willows and The Farmhouse - update

MS, SJ and the Clerk had a meeting with Bob Sadler on Monday 14th November, Andrew Noyes also had a meeting with the Clerk this morning and a third possible letting agent came to see MS, SJ and LB this afternoon.  The rates were discussed with Bob Sadler and informed us that to encourage new small businesses to set up, the Government could give a rate reduction of up to 100%, depending on the business.

The District Valuer will be asked to site visit the Farmhouse and Bob has kindly said that he would do this on our behalf.  Once the quotations for the management of the properties have been received MS suggested that these are looked at by the Planning Committee to save time.  A recommendation can then be given for the full Parish Council to make the final decision.

4.0 Correspondence Received

	4.1
	Letter of resignation – Resignation from Councillor Brian Burrage.  The letter of resignation was read out to the Council and it was agreed that the Chair would formally write back to thank him for his hard work over the years.


	

	4.2
	Camsight – Request for donation towards the Camsight Project that help many residents in the village.  After a short discussion BW proposed that we donate £100 to Camsight, the same as last year, and this was seconded by SS.  All in favour.


	C

	4.3
	Happy Hours – Thank you letter for the donation of £100 towards their Christmas Lunch.  Noted and filed. 

	

	4.4
	Swavesey Parish Council – Letter to say they are unable to help with the funding of Bar Hill Library, as they have their own library to assist.  Noted and filed.


	

	4.5
	Dry Drayton Parish Council – After discussing Bar Hill Library at their recent Parish Council meeting it was agreed that they would look at our request for assistance at their forthcoming Budget Meeting.  BW proposed that in light of what Christine May said earlier in the meeting, she would inform Dry Drayton Parish Council that financial help was no longer required. 


	

	4.6
	Hardwick Parish Council – Letter to say that they are unable to assist with the Library at this time.  Noted and filed.


	

	4.7
	Carillion WSP – A14 Trunk Road – Drainage survey works taking place during November.  Noted and filed.


	

	4.8
	Andy Pellew – email registering his interest in the casual vacancy as Parish Councillor.  It was agreed that the Clerk would email back informing him that the closing date is 30th November and she will write back as soon as this date has expired.


	C

	4.9
	SCDC – Small grants for celebrations and events.  It was agreed that the Clerk would send this information to all the relevant organisations in the village


	C

	4.10
	SCDC – Planning Policy Monthly update for November for information only.  Noted and filed.


	

	4.11
	Cambridge Past & Present – Newsletter for interest only.  Noted and filed.


	

	4.12
	Cambridgeshire ACRE News Digest – Newsletter.  Noted and filed.


	

	4.13
	Dog Fouling Signs – Resident querying the dog signs around the village green.  After a short discussion it was agreed the Clerk would write back to the resident informing him that the sign is from the Parish Council and it does not in any way stop dog owners using the village green to walk their dogs, only to ensure that they pick up after their dogs.  Also that SCDC enforce dog-fouling signs with a fine of up to £1000 if proven. 


	C

	4.14
	Over Day Centre – Annual report for 2011 and q request for a donations towards their running costs.  This was discussed at length and MP proposed that we donate £100 as with other groups and this was seconded by RH.  For=10.  Against=1.

BW then counter proposed that we donate £250 as we have donated £500 in the past and this was seconded by JDol.  For=3.  Against=6.  Therefore the first proposal was carried.

It was agreed that a letter would be written requesting that they ask for donations on a yearly basis so as not to drain our own resources.


	C


5.0 Clerks Financial Report

	5.1
	Proposed works to be approved by the Parish Council

There were no quotations to be approved by the Parish Council.


	

	5.2
	Approval of accounts and payment of cheques for November 2011

The Clerk went through the accounts for November and these were approved and proposed by BW and seconded by JDean.   All in favour.  The Clerk then went through the cheques to be paid in November and these were proposed by MP and seconded by BH.  All in favour.


	

	5.3
	Approval of Budget for 2012/13

The budget figures were looked at once again and it was agreed that we would keep the precept as last financial year, thereby giving an extra £1000 to the tree and hedge maintenance budget.  Proposed by MP and seconded by JY.  All in favour.


	


The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
6.0
Chairs Report

6.1 Clerk’s Salary

The Clerk was asked if she wished to address the Council regarding her salary but she indicated that she preferred the Chairman to put her case, after an earlier meeting she had had with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman.  After leaving the meeting, the Chairman reported to the Council and a compromise decision was agreed upon by 9 votes for the compromise and 2 abstentions.

The Clerk was recalled and told of the decision, which she agreed to.  The Chairman proposed that, in view of recent information, the decision made on 10th November regarding the Clerk’s salary be rescinded.  This was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

The Chairman then proposed that the Clerk’s new salary, on LC2 point 28 be paid with effect from 1st December 2011 and that the Clerk’s working hours should be 32½ from 1st December 2011.  On 1st January 2012 the Clerk’s working hours would be reduced to 30 hours per week.  This was seconded by JDean.  For=9.  Abstained=2.  Therefore the motion was carried.

6.2 Updating of Parish Council’s Website

MS explained to the Council the problems that have occurred with the current website where the Clerk had problems getting the website back on due to the age of the current system used.  Paul of Milton Parish Council was the person who designed our current system and trained both MS and the Clerk on how to edit and he is happy to upgrade for a small fee.  Also the Residents Association has a new Webmaster and MS suggested she ask if they would be prepared to upgrade the website on our behalf.  Alternatively we could redesign the whole website.  Further investigation is required and MS will write back to Paul and inform him that we are looking in to different ways of upgrading. 
C

6.0 Reports

a)
Village Hall Management Committee (S Jenkins) 


The meeting is to be held next week so no report was given.  SJ cannot make the next meeting so JY agreed to attend in her place and report back to the next meeting.

b)
Planning Committee (J Doland)

Due to no meetings this month, there was nothing to report.  However the Clerk did report that she has contacted County Council with regard to a small child falling on a raised manhole cover, on the footpath at the Hollytrees stream, and she was quite badly hurt, with a broken nose. 


c)
Neighbourhood Watch

RH reported that most streets in the village are now covered and the recent meeting was well attended.

d)
Tesco Liaison

Due the recent resignation of BB, BG kindly volunteered to be the new Tesco Liaison Officer.

e)
Environment Committee (B Waters)

The next meeting will be in Wednesday 7th December but in the meantime there will be a meeting next week with Rob Mongovan where a site visit will take place to discuss the way forward with the stream.
f)
School Governors Report (B Waters)

Due to no meeting taking place no report was given.

g)
South Cambridgeshire District Council (BW/RH)


Nothing to report except that SCDC has agreed to freeze their allowances for the next financial year, unlike the County Council. 

h)
Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds) 

JR attended a meeting at Whittlesford with regard to Village Wardens.  70 volunteers have signed up and the main task is for the County Council to listen to the “wardens” who will in turn liaise with the divisional surveyor.  By having volunteers “on the ground” this will reduce the amount of work the surveyor will need to do.

The new streetlights will be phased in over a 5-year plan and Bar Hill will be in the 2nd phase starting spring-summer 2012.  All households will receive a letter informing them of what will take place and a follow up questionnaire will also be sent.

The amount of new columns will be reduced by 10% but they will be brighter and whiter so there will not be a need for so many thereby reducing costs.

i)
Community Safety (M Bujar)

Due to the absence of our PCSO there was no report, but crime figures can be found on their website.  The Council was hoping for an update on their recent break-in at the Parish Council Office.
  

j)
Residents Association (R Hall)


The meeting took place last week and they have had a resident interested in becoming the Webmaster.  Due to the Residents Association not putting on the Firework Display this year, there is extra funding to give to organisations as long as they ask.

k)
Football Project


BH has not attended a meeting for some time and he will ask if he is still on the mailing list for the meeting dates.
8.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Willows Income – At the request of MS the Clerk produced forecast figures for the next financial year as to what the Parish Council would have to spend over and above the precept.  MS asked the Council to think about possible projects for the village although the main priority should be the stream and MS also suggested a security light outside the Parish Council office.  This will be put on the agenda for December for further discussion.
C

Northstowe – MS and BW attended a meeting this week with regard to Northstowe.  MS mentioned the guided bus was discussed and the possibility of the existing No.5 from Cambridge to Bar Hill being diverted to Longstanton in order to pick up the guided bus service for Bar Hill residents.  Also the Government are currently doing a survey on traffic management for the Spittals and Girton interchange. 
Cold Calling – JDol has investigated whether the village could be a cold calling free zone but we would need to prove that we need it.  He will be keeping in contact with them and will inform the Council of any changes.

Youth Group – BW was invited to a meeting on Friday but she is unable to attend.  This may be the reason why Julie Bristow did not attend this evening’s meeting.

Fly Posting – BH queried residents putting notices on their garden fences. BW would contact SCDC for a definitive answer to this question.

Bar Hill Pre-School – MP informed the meeting that the Pre-School is in the process of the having the fencing erected around the new garden.

In memory – JY asked permission for either a brass plaque to be placed on the Village Hall building or a stained glass piece in the door of the changing room in memory of Fred Styles, who sadly passed away a couple of weeks ago.  The Parish Council would like a detailed proposal when the question would be looked at again.

DPPO – This will be put on the December agenda for a decision to be made.

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.15pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 15th December 2011 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office.

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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