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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Special Meeting held

To Discuss The Budget for 2012/2013

at 7pm on Thursday 10 November 2011


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


R Hall
Councillor
(RH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)

2.0
Clerks Salary


The Clerk was asked to leave the meeting whilst a discussion took place about her salary.


It was agreed that the Parish Council would grant the new salary with a reduction in hours.


It was agreed that all commercial premises would be given to a Letting Agency.


It was agreed that the Clerk’s Assistant would be put on hold.


MS suggested that she would like these changes to take place as soon as the commercial premises have been handed over to a Letting Agency.  MP proposed that the changes take place from 1st January 2012.  For=8.  Against=2.  Abstained=1.  Therefore the motion was carried.

3.0
To discuss recent break-in at the Parish Council Office


The Clerk informed the meeting that after the break-in where the office door and internal window was smashed to gain entry to the building, she contacted the Insurance Company who were happy to pay under the insurance policy but there would be an excess of £250 (which the Parish Council have to pay) and also there might be a possibility of losing 5% no claims bonus on next year’s premium.  After a debate RH proposed that we claim back on the insurance and this was seconded by BW.  For=-7.  Against=3.  Abstained=1.  Therefore the motion was carried.  It was also agreed that if the premium does increase then we would take the matter further with the Ombudsman.

4.0 To Discuss The Farmhouse future tenants and requirements

The Clerk explained the situation in so far as both applicants wanted to know the council tax for the premises.  Unfortunately because there will be a change of use for both parties, SCDC were unable to give an estimate for next year’s council tax, without the Parish Council funding the District Valuer inspecting the premises, which could take a few weeks.  BW therefore proposed that the District Valuer be contacted as soon as possible to carry out an inspection and this was seconded by SJ.  All I favour.

5.0
To discuss quotations for CCTV upgrade for the Parish Council Office


The Council inspected all three quotations that have been received for upgrading the current system that is currently in use at the Parish Council Office.  After a lengthy debate MP proposed that Briar Security be given the contract at £930 for the installation, along with the ongoing annual maintenance of the CCTV equipment and fire alarm system at £210 per annum. This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

6.0
To discuss budgetary requirements for financial year 2012/2013

The draft proposed precept for 2012/2013 was looked at and discussed at length.  Minor changes were made and it was recommended for a decision to be made at our next Parish Council Meeting that we request a precept of £96,508, which is a reduction of £1,060 on the last financial year.  For information the proposed precept request is attached to these minutes.

7.0
To discuss and approve job description and salary of Clerk’s Assistant

As already minuted under No.2 of these minutes, it has been agreed to put this subject on hold for the time being.  The Clerk will notify all applicants and keep their information on file for future reference.

8.0
To discuss The Willows

MS informed the Council that she and SJ had a meeting with Midas Care some weeks ago and replacement carpets were discussed.  She agreed that the carpets needed to be replaced and asked them to obtain 3 quotations and send these to the Clerk.  MS also explained that there had been a hiccup with the September and October rent but this has now been sorted.  The Clerk informed the meeting that she has been in contact with Ginn & Co with regard to the lease but Joanne Martin, who is dealing with this matter, is on holiday until 14th November.

9.0
Skate Park Budget and access issues


The budget for the Skate Park has already been agreed under No.6 of these minutes and the mobility crossing was briefly debated.  It was generally felt that due to the amount of funding involved the Council would not be going ahead with this project for the time being.

10.0
Bar Hill Library

This item number has been deferred until after the next full Parish Council Meeting when members of the County Council will be attending to give an update on the current library situation.

11.0
Bar Hill Stream – future works to be done


BW has spoken with Rob Mongovan of SCDC who was interested in site visiting the area.  It was agreed that BW would contact him again and make arrangements for him to site visit, to discuss this matter further.  It was also briefly mentioned that our grass cutting contractors felt that planting up the side of the banks would make it more stable once the roots had taken hold, so this may be an option but nothing will be done until Rob Mongovan has site visited the area.

12.0
Items for information


JDol informed the meeting that Pam Vendy (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) had been in contact about several burglaries in surrounding villages and they seem to be targeting empty properties so Councillors and residents alike should be vigilant.

Whilst on the subject of crime, MS said that in an e-cops message it was mentioned that a young person, who had been drinking at the Skate Park and resisted arrest after becoming aggressive with the Police.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.10pm.
Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   

BAR HILL PARISH COUNCIL

PROPOSED PRECEPT REQUESTED FOR 2012/2013

	PRECEPT 2012/2013
	Precept 2011/2012
	Spent so far 2011/2012
	Proposed 2012/2013
	Comments

	Grass/Hedge Cutting
	22,500
	17,493.00
	23,000
	Slight increase

	Tree & Shrub Maintenance
	10,500
	9,968.42
	11,500
	Slight increase

	Building, Paths, Fences, Signs
	5,000
	1,375.58
	5,000
	No change

	Property Maintenance
	2,500
	1,151.39
	2,500
	No change

	Litter Collection
	4,500
	2,300.57
	4,500
	No change

	Insurance
	5,000
	0
	5,000
	No change

	Clerks Salary and NIC
	21,200
	12,634.32
	20,900
	Decrease in working hours

	Utilities
	2,800
	963.40
	2,800                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
	No change

	Rates
	5,200
	4,020.30
	5,200
	No change

	Printing & Stationery
	1,200
	344.03
	1,000
	Slight decrease

	General Admin.
	180
	125.50
	180
	No Change

	CPALC Affiliation Fee
	650
	674.85
	690
	Slight Increase

	Postage & Petty Cash
	700
	329.60
	600
	Slight decrease

	Audit & Accounts
	3,000
	1,125.70
	3,000
	No change

	Legal Charges
	1,500
	0
	1,500
	No change

	Youth Grant
	4,000
	1,189.84
	2,000
	Decrease due to new tenants

	Youth Activities (other)
	750
	167.50
	750
	No Change

	Section 137 (senior citizens)
	750
	100.00
	750
	No Change

	Section 137 (grants/donations)
	750
	220.00
	750
	No Change

	Office Costs and security
	2,000
	1,069.42
	2,000
	No Change

	Electoral Expenses
	50
	195.00
	0
	No election in 2012

	Play Equipment Maintenance
	1,500
	703.50
	1,500
	No Change

	Skateboard Park Maintenance
	3,000
	17.35
	3,000
	No Change

	Sub Total
	99,180
	55,974.27
	98,120
	

	Less:
	
	
	
	

	Garage rent Income
	360
	
	360
	

	Farmhouse rent income
	0
	
	0
	

	Ground rent income
	252
	
	252
	

	Insurance Work
	0
	
	0
	

	Interest on Current Account
	0
	
	0
	

	Interest on Deposit Account
	0
	
	0
	

	Other
	1,000
	
	1,000
	

	Income Offset
	1,612
	
	1,612
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Adjusted Precept Total
	97,568
	
	96,508
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