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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Monthly Parish Council Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 15 December 2011


ACTION


1.0 Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


R Hall
Councillor
(RH) (arrived at 8.00pm)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


PCSO Mani Bujar
Cambridgeshire Police




Apologies: 
There were no apologies

Open Forum

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 17 November 2011


The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th November 2011 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BW and seconded by JY.  All in favour.  


To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Budget Meeting on 10 November 2011


The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th October 2011 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by BW.  All in favour.  

3.0
Matters for discussion and decisions to be made from previous minutes

3.1
To receive applications for Co-opted Parish Councillor


Only one application has been received and this was from Andy Pellew.  The Clerk has given him all the necessary documentation and these will be signed ready for the next Parish Council meeting in January 2012.  All agreed to accept Andy Pellew as a new Parish Councillor and welcomed him to the Council.  

3.2
Bar Hill Youth Club


Claire Thorby attended the meeting to update the Council on the Youth Group in Bar Hill.  She explained that the paid youth worker has now left and they only have one qualified youth worker along with several volunteers.  The sessions have not been going as well as Claire had hoped and she will be meeting with Julie Bristow to close the Bar Hill Massive Trust in January 2012.


Claire would like to suggest that as a replacement, we have the Connections Bus come to village although she does have some reservations about this.  They would like to try it for one term from January to April but the only day they have available is Friday from 7pm to 9pm.  A location would need to be agreed and Claire thought of the area outside the library or any other suggestions would be taken into consideration.


MS asked if Claire could give the Council a flavour of what happens on the bus.  Claire replied that upstairs is dedicated to computer games and there is an open area for guitars and craft making materials.  MS would like to see some citizenship talks with the young people such as drugs, pregnancy, behaviour etc.


Claire confirmed that the Massive still have enough funds to pay for the connections bus for the spring term but after that time she was hoping that the Parish Council could take on the finances and arrangements for getting the bus to the village.  At this time BW said that if the Parish Council arranged the finances she would be happy to take on the responsibility of organising the bus.


MP asked if we had to commit for a period of time? And Claire replied that we could cherry pick the dates but obviously the bus gets booked up very quickly and they could not guarantee a place in Bar Hill if not booked in advance, although during the January to April term when it will be in Bar Hill should give us an idea of whether it is successful.


As far as advertising is concerned Claire will be having a leaflet drop to all young people attending Swavesey and also the Primary School newsletter and also posters will be put up around the village.


After Claire left the meeting a short discussion took place and JDol was in favour of giving the connections bus a try for the spring term.  Also if the bus is successful and we wished to carry on with the scheme, he feels that the extra funding needed could come from The Willows income.


MP was not happy for the bus to be located outside the library as this has been a trouble spot for young people in the past and also the Council having to take responsibility of the bus as if trouble arises then the Parish Council would be in the firing line.  JDean feels we should give it a try but perhaps we could have the bus earlier say form 6pm to 8pm.  It was also agreed that a better location for the bus would be Tesco car park as this is a well-lit area.

3.3
DPPO – Task & Finish Group


A short debate took place with Councillors giving their reasons why the DPPO should stay in place.   A decision was then made and BW proposed that we continued with the DPPO in Bar Hill and this was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.  The Clerk will formally write to Phillip Aldis and give him our decision.
C

3.4
The Farmhouse – update on The Colts wishing to rent the building


A report from The Colts was handed out to the Council before the meeting and this was now read.  The Colts have suggested demolishing the existing building to rebuild a purpose-built property for use as a teaching centre and changing room facilities.  It has been established that the building was built in 1841 and the Clerk has contacted HM Land Registry and SCDC to ask if the building can indeed be demolished but has had no reply back as yet.  There is also an issue of the Parish Council giving away one of the village assets albeit to a village organisation.


It was agreed that we must be seen to be receiving best value and the proposal made by The colts may well not reflect best value.  Therefore with this in mind BG proposed that we write back to The Colts informing them that whilst the Parish Council likes to encourage village based organisations, we must be seen to be impartial, therefore we have decided to place the letting of the Farmhouse in the hands of a letting agency who will no doubt be in touch with them in due course.  This was then seconded by BW.  For=10.  Against-1 (JDol).  Therefore the motion was carried.
C

3.5
Letting Agency for The Willows and The Farmhouse - update


The decision was made at the last Planning Committee Meeting to give the contract of letting our Parish Council premises to Robinson Layer.

3.6
Income from The Willows – Possible projects for 2012/2013

JDol felt that the stream should be the top priority as this is a statutory duty.  However, it was explained that there are grants available form the Environment Agency where this project could be undertaken and Rob Mungovan of SCDC is currently looking in to this on our behalf.

Also JDol felt that the footpath to the rear of Robin Close needs to be resurfaced but several areas in the village are in need of resurfacing as a matter of urgency but there is a funding grant for minor improvements and this may be the best way forward in getting some paths repaired.

MP suggested that in view of the favourable response we have received from residents with regards to the outside area of the Parish Council Office, he would like to see some of the income spent at the entrance to the village.  Perhaps a competition with the Primary School children to design a green area close to the Bar Hill sign and also more planting on the roundabout.

It was agreed that this would be put on the January agenda for further discussion after the Councillors have had more time to think about how the money should be spent.
C

4.0 Correspondence Received

	4.1
	Fly Posting – Information received from B Waters specifically says that any posters put on fences in the village are construed as fly posting and could be taken down by SCDC, even if the owner of the fence has put the poster on display.


	

	4.2
	Veolia Water – Draft Drought Management Plan 2011 – public consultation now open.  Having read the letter out to the Council it was agreed that the contents would be noted and filed.


	

	4.3
	Local Minor Highway Improvements – Funding available to improvements to streets and highways.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would ask for path repairs, under this scheme, and the Clerk would hand out village maps to all Councillors who will mark the maps and let the Clerk know of where paths are in need of repairs. 


	C

	4.4
	HCV Meeting on 29 November 2011 – Report on the HCV Management Strategy.  The contents were noted and filed.


	

	4.5
	Post Office – An upgrade of the CCTV system is required out side the Post Office and Library and this was briefly debated.  MS reminded the Council that from April 2012 a self-service system will be put in place with volunteers working at the library and it was felt that their safety was the priority, as well as the Post Office staff.

JDol proposed that the County Council be approached to indicate to them our concerns about the safety of the staff and also the residents of the village using the facilities and to ask if they would consider a new CCTV system and the Parish Council would be happy to contribute towards the cost.  This was seconded by RH.  All in favour.

MP also asked that we make it known to Hari at the Post Office that although we are very supportive of the Post Office we are unable to help directly with a commercial enterprise.


	C

C

	4.6
	Creation of Cycleway to Cambridge – BW has suggested a letter of support for this project and this was read out to the meeting.  It was agreed that the Clerk would send this letter to Trevor Faulkner at the County Council giving our full support of a new cycleway.


	C

	4.7
	Dog Fouling – a further email from resident who is concerned about the signs erected on the village green.  This was discussed at length and BW proposed that due to the confusion in the wording of the signs these are taken down and new signs done.  JDean then proposed that we use the existing signs and cover up the wording that is causing confusion and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.


	C

	4.8
	County Council – Street Lighting PFI – Letter informing Councils of the changes to the lighting system and a photo of what the lights look like.  The contents were noted and filed.

	

	4.9
	NALC – Audit & Accountancy update – Future of public audit, cheques and the capping of VAT claims.  This is information for the Clerk and the contents were noted and filed.


	

	4.10
	County Council – Library update and information for Bar Hill News.  A copy will be given to the editor and the contents were noted and filed.


	

	4.11
	Use of footpath to Dry Drayton – Email from James Peck to Peter Fane (Dry Drayton Parish Council  (sent in packs).  There have been problems with the closure of a permissive footpath from Bar Hill to Dry Drayton but after several meetings with the owner of the land, this has now been resolved.


	

	4.12
	SCDC – Planning policy monthly update for December.  Noted and filed.


	

	4.13
	Northstowe Parish Forum – Minutes of meeting held on 16th November 2011.  Contents were noted and filed.


	

	4.14
	CPALC – Chairman’s Annual Report for 2010/2011.  Noted and filed.

 
	

	4.15
	County Council – Email on the Government announcing £30 million for community green schemes and public sector energy efficiency.  Contents were noted and filed.


	

	4.16
	Ginn & Co – Lease for The Willows – Joanne Martin has expressed her concern about the wording in the new lease for The Willows.  Due to the complexity of the lease it was agreed that we would wait until the next meeting for further discussion.


	C

	4.17
	NALC – Legal Topic Note on celebrations and similar events.  Noted and filed.


	


5.0 Clerks Financial Report

	5.1
	Proposed works to be approved by the Parish Council

There were no quotations to be approved by the Parish Council.


	

	5.2
	Gritting Workshop

The Clerk reported that Steve Lawlor attended the Gritting Workshop on 30th November and has now ordered 2 gritting machines along with the salt, which should be delivered to the Parish Council office in a few days.  He is now the official gritting person and when a complaint comes in the County Council will notify Steve who will go and grit the area concerned.  All other times the machines are at our disposal for use as and when necessary.


	

	5.3
	Approval of accounts and payment of cheques for December 2011

The Clerk went through the accounts for December and these were approved and proposed by JDean and seconded by RH.   All in favour.  The Clerk then went through the cheques to be paid in December and these were proposed by JDol and seconded by RH.  All in favour.


	


The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
6.0
Chairs Report


There was no report for this meeting.

6.0 Reports

a)
Football Project

No meeting has taken place so there is nothing to report.

b)
Village Hall Management Committee (S Jenkins) 


SJ was unable to attend the meeting and JY kindly attended instead.  There will be a hiring fee increase for the next financial year for regular users but there may be an increase for commercial hirers.  Also a new list of key holders made.  The Village Hall Management Committee agreed that Paul Neal would receive an honorarium of £1000 for all his hard work over the years.


JY informed the Council that the benches are owned by individuals who donated them in memory of loved-ones.  JY will purchase the bolts and will bolt the benches down before the New Year on behalf of the Parish Council.

c)
Planning Committee (J Doland)

The minutes from this meeting have already been given to the Parish Council and no issues were raised from those minutes.
d)
Neighbourhood Watch

RH reported that there might be an issue with signs on light columns when the County Council remove them to replace with new columns.  It may be best to have the signs removed beforehand.  MS also requested that a list of street co-ordinators be put in the next issue of the Bar Hill News as some residents have been making enquiries.

e)
Tesco Liaison (B Gillinder)

No issues have been brought up so there was nothing to report.

f)
Environment Committee (B Waters)

The minutes from this meeting have already been given to the Parish Council and no issues were raised from those minutes.
g)
School Governors Report (B Waters)

Due to no meeting taking place no report was given.

h)
South Cambridgeshire District Council (BW/RH)


RH reported that the Localism Bill has now become an Act.  The Standards Board will be abolished on 31st January 2012.  Service support grants were mentioned, along with capital grants and funding in community chests. 

i)
Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds) 

JR reported that temporary barriers have been put up along the spine path, by the stream, where the footpath has sunk.  When asked when the footpath would be repaired JR replied that there is no money available for work but this job has been put on the top of their priority list but could not say when it would be done.

JR also reported that he has met with Balfour Beatty, who are replacing the street lights and he confirmed that Bar Hill street lights would be replaced sometime during the spring of 2012, however Parish Councils are being asked to look at their areas to see if there are any lights that are unnecessary, so when the lights are being replaced some could be taken off the list (to save money).

j)
Community Safety (M Bujar)

Mani updated the Council on the recent burglary from the Post Office by giving details of the car used, which was stolen beforehand and the abandoned and has now been found.  They are patrolling the Post Office area in the evenings to help give residents and the Postmaster some reassurance.

On other matters, there has been a burglary in Foxhollow but nothing was taken.  A car was broken into at Tesco car park and they have received reports of young people riding mopeds along the footpaths.

JDol reported that there have been incidents to the rear of Robin Close where people have been drinking and making a nuisance of themselves.  BG also reported the same in Pheasant Rise and these incidents were reported to the Police at the time of the occurrence.
  

k)
Residents Association (R Hall)


The meeting is to be held next week so at present there is nothing to report.

8.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Bus Service – JDol reported that there is a consultation taking place on whether to divert the No.5 bus (that travels to St Ives) to the Guided Bus stop at Longstanton.  His concerns are that the first bus to Longstanton would not get there until 9.25am and the last bus would be 4.58pm.  This is no good for commuters wishing to use the bus service to get to work. 

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.15pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 19th January 2012 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office.

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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