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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 17 November 2005


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)



H Davies
Councillor
(HD)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


T Flanagan
Councillor
(TF)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


D MacDonald
Councillor
(DM)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


R Hall
District Councillor


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary


M Shubotham
Residents Association

Apologies: 
G Hardy
Councillor
(GH)


J Reynolds
County Councillor

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 20th October 2005:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th October 2005 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by GS and was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.  Brian Burrage was welcomed to the meeting as the new co-opted Parish Councillor. 

3.0
Matters Arising

Library Telephone Box

The Clerk has now received back a letter from British Telecom confirming they will not be removing the telephone box as they felt it was well used in this area.  They cannot take into consideration the two pay phones in Tesco Stores as these are privately rented.  Also an apology was given for the tone of their last letter with regard to our anti-social behaviour in the village.

Parish Council Website

MS explained briefly to the meeting that both MS and the Clerk have now attended the various training courses to set up the website.  MS will be handing out a report on the subject, giving more details, at the end of the meeting. 

Information Centre

MS has spoken with Ginn & Co (our Solicitors) on this subject and explained that we can purchase the right of way to the Information Centre but we must give a Statutory Declaration, which is evidence that the access has been in constant use for 20 years.

We need a person from the village, who can remember the usage from 20 years ago, and the Clerk had read through the various minutes of that time and TF and MD were both on the Parish Council at that time but they could not recall this matter.

Also Gerry Brunning was the Chair and BW has his address and it was agreed that once we have obtained his address, the Clerk will ask our Solicitor to write to him and ask for his help in this matter.
C
4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	Letter from Hilton Parish Council
This letter was sent to the Parish Council prior to the meeting and Hilton Parish Council is objecting to the new improvements on the A14.  JDo, BW and TF all felt that we should support Hilton Parish Council and show a united front.  Therefore TF proposed that we write back giving our support and was seconded by JDe.  All in favour.


	C

	D
	Various Letters from residents on the closure of the footpath

Several letters have been sent to the Parish Council Office about the path that once gave right of way from Otter Gardens to Viking Way.  The company that has purchased the premises has blocked off the path, on the say so of the Health & Safety executive, but many residents are upset that this path has been closed to the public.  The Clerk has written to SCDC asking if the company in question had applied for planning approval for the moving of the fence, as change of use, as this is what residents would have to do if they wanted a fence moved.  RH took a copy of the letter to SCDC and will chase up their reply. 


	

	G
	Email from County Council on various works

The Clerk has received a very prompt reply on various jobs around the village.  Our request for white lines, along the perimeter road, to be painted.  This has now been done.  The drains in Gladeside to be unblocked.  This is being done in the next few days.  Lastly, a large hole in Oatlands Avenue has already been filled in.

HD told the meeting that whilst she was out litter picking she noticed a lot of debris from the white line-painting machine that had been thrown on to the grass verges.   Also SJ reported that Ringway Services had dropped a kerb between 76-77 Foxhollow and on leaving the site they threw out their empty bottles onto the road. The Clerk will write to Ringway Services (and copy the letter to David Gilkes) telling them of our dissatisfaction on the workers disregard for our environment.  PC Misik informed the meeting that this is an offence under the Environmental Protection Act of 1990.


	C




Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for November.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by DM and seconded by TF.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques for November. The cheques for approval were proposed by DM and seconded by BH.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0 Chairman’s Report

Designated Public Place Order

The meeting for the DPPO took place on 1st November and the minutes from this meeting was handed out.  Also a report was given to the Parish Council from SCDC with their views on that evening’s meeting and the possible way forward.

The Clerk has put in the Bar Hill News an article, asking residents for the views on the subject, as it was generally felt at the meeting that more consultation was needed with the residents of Bar Hill.

PC Misik gave his opinion of the advantages and disadvantages of both the DPPO and the Section 30, whereby groups of youths can be dispersed, if causing a nuisance, although he felt that a DPPO would be more appropriate as this village would seem a lot less attractive to the young people coming here just to drink alcohol.  If they cannot drink in the village, then they would go elsewhere.

6.0 
Reports

a) School Governors Report (T Flanagan)

No meeting has taken place recently, so there was nothing to report.

b) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Due to JR being on holiday, there was nothing to report.


c) Community Safety (K Misik)

The village has been very quiet over the last 4 weeks and there were no problems either on Halloween or firework night.

There will be an Environmental Vision Audit, whereby groups of interested parties such as Parish Councils, the Police and SCDC will site visit certain areas to see where areas can be improved, giving more of an environmental impact.  He will get further details and give these to the Clerk, as the Parish Council were most interested to become part of this audit.

The Clerk had asked PC Misik to visit the Skate Park with a view to speaking with the young people and make them aware that the Parish Council was not happy with the holes they are digging at the Park.  Some of these should be filled in.  It was found that the holes are being dug for the soil, so the young people can make extra ramps.  The Clerk still has some work to do near the Library and she will make sure this soil is taken to the Skate Park.  This can be used to fill in the existing holes.

d) Residents’ Association (M Shubothom)

At their November meeting the budget was set for the Fete 2006 at £2000.  It is hoped that much of this funding will be paid back on the day.  The theme for the Fete will be the funfair.  It is hoped that the Fete will coincide with the reopening of the refurbished Village Hall and Social Club.  There is now a representative of the Social Club attending the Committee meetings and there is a willingness to work together.

A donation was made this month to the Village Hall Playgroup who is busy fundraising for their newly refurbished rooms.

The Fireworks display went very well and was well attended.  The bucket collection for M.A.G.P.A.S. raised almost £500.

Also RH informed the meeting that the Residents Association is looking into options for getting the Bar Hill News professionally printed as their current equipment is quickly becoming out dated.

It was also reported to the Residents Association that the Under 8’s Football team had complained that the posts left from the firework display had made large holes in the green and their football match could not be played until these had been filled in.

e) Village Hall Management Committee (D MacDonald)

In the absence of DM, who left the meeting early, BB reported that work is going well and ahead of schedule at the Village Hall.  All the concrete floors have now been laid and the walls and new roof are about to be done.  MS also reported that whilst speaking to the Building Contractors recently, they informed her that savings have been made in some areas.

f) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

SJ invited BB to become a member of the Planning Committee and he accepted.

The bus stop at Field View was discussed (this was discussed at length at the Budget Meeting on Monday 14th November) and it has been agreed that a new footpath to link the new bus stop and Field View would be installed early in the next financial year.  Also the bus shelter will be looked at again. 

A brief discussion then took place on the Boxworth Wind Farm.

g) Environment Committee (M Duce)

The Parish Council was very impressed with the detail of the report that was done by MW Property Services with regard to the stream and sluice gates.  Much of this work will be undertaken during the winter months.  The Clerk will report back in due course.

h) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall and B Waters)

A brief discussion took place on the Appeals Inspector who upheld the appeal from Tesco Stores for the signs.  His name is David Leeming, based in Bristol, and it was felt that a letter should be written to Mr Leeming informing him of our dissatisfaction of the decision and the reasons why we objected in the first instance.

Revised Council Tax bills have now been sent to all homes in South Cambridgeshire.

The archaeological dig work has now been completed on the A428 along the Dry Drayton Road and many Roman artifacts were discovered.


BW reported that we have been offered (in principle) the Library to house the Bar Hill Post Office, although there is still a lot of groundwork to be done, including funding a new Sub Postmaster.  MS thanked BW on behalf of the Parish Council and residents of the village for all her efforts in trying to get the Post Office re-established in the village.

7.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Late Bus from Cambridge

JDo was very happy to learn that the late bus from Cambridge will be reinstated in the near future and it was confirmed that this should happen some time in the New Year 

Viking Way

BB reported that last week he took some photographs of various areas along Viking Way (all owned by Tesco).  The photo’s showed various degrees of litter, unkept verges and trolleys and wire shelving that were obviously of no use to anyone. Also there is a large hole on one of their sites, which has been taped over but never filled in.  On this particular day two rats were seen disappearing down this hole.

This area is totally unacceptable and gives a terrible impression to visitors to the village.

RH took the photos and promised to give them to Environmental Health Department and ask for them to visit the area is question as a matter of urgency.  Hopefully they will then contact Tesco to get them to clean up their act.

The Clerk will add this item on the Planning Committee’s next agenda.
C

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 15th December 2005 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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