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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 15 December 2005


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


H Davies
Councillor
(HD)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


T Flanagan
Councillor
(TF)


D MacDonald
Councillor
(DM)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor


M Shubotham
Residents Association

Apologies: 
J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


G Hardy
Councillor
(GH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 17th November 2005:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th November 2005 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by DM and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Viking Way

BB explained the situation so far.  The Environmental Health team have site visited the area and the rubbish has now all been cleared away.  They have asked if BB will monitor the situation and if it gets out of hand again, to inform them and necessary action will be taken.

4.0 To approve the Minutes of the Special Meeting held on 14th November 2005

The Minutes for the Special Meeting held on 14th November to discuss the budget for the year 2006/2007 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JDol and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

These minutes were briefly discussed for those Councillors who did not attend and to inform them of the decisions made and the reasons why funding was being spent. 

The possibility of the lighting having to be paid for by the Parish Council was brought up and MS reassured the Council that Bar Hill lights are not the responsibility of SCDC but the County Council and they will continue to pay for these lights.  Viking Way lighting has always been the responsibility of the Parish Council and will continue to be so.

5.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	B
	Post Office – Relocation to Library

It was agreed that the information that BW has supplied on the Post Office will be placed on our website after Christmas.

MS wished to discuss the possibility of any financial help the Parish Council could give in helping the Post Office to relocate to the Library. We will need to contact CACL on this matter to see if, as a Parish Council, we can help financially.  Under Section 137 of the Local Government Act the Parish Council are empowered to use up to £5 per electorate of the village (which would give us a sum of approximately £20k) and this could be earmarked for use for the Post Office.

BW indicated that a Sub-Postmaster has shown interest and looks promising but the biggest stumbling block is finances.  BW will be having a meeting in January with the Post Office and the possible Sub-Postmaster and will report back to the next meeting.

  
	

	D
	Letter from Bar Hill Scout Group

They are having difficulty in obtaining a skip (to eradicate a rubbish problem at the Scout Hut) due to the Village Hall work being carried out, as there is no access at present.  DM agreed that he would take the letter to the Management Committee, which has a meeting on 19th December and ask if there is anything that can be done to help the Scout Group.


	

	E
	Northstowe – Guided Bus System

This subject was briefly discussed as MS has concerns that once the Guided Bus system is in place (now that is has been approved) Bar Hill would suffer the consequences of having a dwindling bus services.  We have received an email of reassurance to say that due to the large industrial area and also Tesco bringing many people in to the area the bus service would not be affected.

R Hall asked if we would like to invite Julie Ayres to the meeting to discuss further development on Northstowe, but the Parish Council felt this was a little premature and perhaps would ask her at a later date. 


	

	H
	Telephone conversations from resident
The Clerk has received several telephone calls from a resident (three in one morning) asking for the leaves to be removed from her garden.  It was agreed, as always that this is not the responsibility of the Parish Council and perhaps the lady in question could contact a local group, such as the Scout Group, and ask if they would like a small job in helping her.

Also it was agreed that a further letter be sent to inform the lady that complaints must be sent in writing and not by telephone, as this will give the Clerk a permanent record of any problems.


	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for December.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by DM and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques for December. The cheques for approval were proposed by BB and seconded by DM.  All in favour.

Also the accounts for 2003/2004 have now been finalised and will be sent to the Auditors for their approval after Christmas.

The Clerk brought up the removal of the brick wall at Hollytrees as this was vandalised over the weekend and had to be removed for safety purposes.  The possibility of replacing the wall with fencing will be brought up at the next Planning Committee meeting in January.
C
The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
6.0
Chairs Report

Viking Way Calming Measures

MS explained to the Council that last year we had a quotation from May Gurney for around £6k for road narrowing measures along Viking Way to stop the parking of HGV’s in this area but at that time the Parish Council felt that such an expense was not necessary.

We have looked at other measures, such as signs (they are now in place) and also wheel clamping, but the Council could not see a way of this actually working.  Any wheel clamping company will want to make money, and unless they sit in Viking Way all day, then they will not know if an HGV is parking illegally. 

This subject was discussed further and SJ felt this work should be done, as narrowing the road would make it impossible for HGV’s to either park along the road or turn.  The Clerk has already written to May Gurney requesting they come for a further site visit where they can meet with the Planning Committee to discuss this matter further.

JDol would like to see this road being monitored (as they had done with Gladeside).  This will then give us the evidence as to why we might need to spend the money on these measures.  It was agreed and whenever a Parish Councillor is walking along Viking Way they would take down the necessary details such as time and date and also the Registration if possible.

Therefore MS proposed that the Planning Committee go ahead with the meeting and then report back to the Parish Council.  This was seconded by SJ.  For = 9.  Abstained = 1.  Motion carried. 

Recommendation of Planning Committee – Appointment of BB as Tesco Liaison Officer

At the last Planning Committee meeting it was recommended that BB would take on the post of Tesco Liaison Officer, as he had done once before. This was agreed unanimously by the Parish Council.

Policy for Website and flow of information 


MS is concerned that items will appear on the website before the Councillors have been informed.  The Council needs to know the facts before the public, so there will have to be a slight delay before items can appear.  DM therefore proposed that the Website Policy be adopted and this was seconded by BW.  All in favour.


It was agreed that the Clerk should put the new website address in the Parish Council Office window as the Bar Hill News will not now be published until February 2006.



Also JDol proposed that the Chairperson be renamed to Chairman, or Madam Chairman and this was seconded by HD.  All in favour.

Cambridgeshire Horizons – Meeting on 29th November 2005


MS, HD and JDol attended this meeting and J Dol felt that the meeting went well feeling that Cambridgeshire Horizons were put in place so all new development would not have outside management imposed on them.  It was also agreed that they are looking to have the infrastructure for any new development put in place before any building work commences, such as cycle ways, roads, community halls etc. 

J Reynolds then added that Cambridgeshire is expected to build 2,800 per annum over the next 16 years and having a company such as Cambridgeshire Horizons on board then this is one way of keeping the situation under control and will not be taken out of the Council’s hands.

7.0 
Reports

a) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters/R Hall)

RH reiterated what was already said by BB under Viking Way and said that Colin Tucker of SCDC’s Legal Department would be happy to hear from the Parish Council if matters do not improve.

The Local Development Framework consultation has now been completed.  The Public Inquiry will start in July of next year and should finish in October.  This will need to be completed before the Northstowe application has been approved.

b) School Governors Report (T Flanagan)

Funding is being sought for educational purposes.  Cambridge Building Society has been approached, as they are keen to be involved in the community.

c) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

MS informed JR that everyone seems concerned about the road works at the Bar Hill roundabout as this is having an extreme effect on the traffic.  JR responded that work is going well and they are ahead of schedule.

At a recent meeting he informed the Minister of Transport about the problems on the A14 and the future of Cambridgeshire.  A judicial review on the Offords is underway with the Offord Parish’s saying that the Highways Agency’s application had been flawed.  This may well delay the A14 improvements for up to 9 months.

DM asked JR if Tesco Stores were enlarging their mezzanine flooring any further?  JR replied that this would be a local planning issue for SCDC.  JR felt that as far as the mezzanine flooring was concerned we should look at the original plans for the Tesco Extra store as the extra floor space could affect the amount of parking spaces that Tesco already have.  If floor space increases then this should be reflected in the amount of car parking spaces available.

BW asked about the continuous problem with the backup of traffic along the A14, for people attempting to use the Tesco Store.  JR again replied that this is something that should be looked at if further applications for enlarging the store occur.

d) Community Safety (K Misik)

Due to PC Misik attended a course this, there was no report.

e) Residents’ Association (M Shubothom)

The fete preparations are progressing well.  The Social Club will hopefully be in the new refurbished building but will be keeping the portakabin for use as a bar on Fete Day and also the portaloos.  The Social Club will be open to all on Fete Day.

The next meeting of the residents Association will be the AGM to be held on 27th January 2006 at 8pm in the School lounge.  All members of the current committee area standing for re-election with the exception of Mary Shubothom.

Discussions took place on ways to improve the appearance of the Bar Hill News and a decision has been made once again that to have the printing done, out of house, would be too expensive.  Instead Martin Avery will look at the prices of new machines with the intention of replacing the equipment.  MS thanked Mary for her regular attendance at Council meetings.

f) Village Hall Management Committee (D MacDonald)

Not much to report.  The building work is ongoing and all is going to schedule.  Once the roof is in place progress will start to be seen.

g) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

As requested the Clerk has written to the County Council about the array of signs that have appeared around the perimeter road.  The perimeter road is the responsibility of the County Council and we have asked about their policy for fly posting.

A planning application was received for 26 Partridge Drive for change of use as they wish to move the fence out slightly to be in line with the other fences in the area.  MS asked the Council to vote for this application to be approved.  Yes = 6.  No = 3.  Motion carried.
C
h) Environment Committee (M Duce)

There was nothing to report, as there was no Environment Meeting held in December.
8.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Bus Shelters – DM asked about the progress on the village location maps for the bus shelters and the Clerk replied this would be investigated further after Christmas.
C

Litter – HD reported that young people have been throwing litter etc on the top of the bus shelter at Hillcrest.  The Clerk will ask her handyman to remove the litter in due course.
C
Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 19th January 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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