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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Environment Committee Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office at 7.30pm

On Wednesday 2 November 2005

ACTION


	1
	Present
	M Duce
	Councillor
	(MD)

	
	
	L Baffa
	Clerk
	(LB)

	
	
	H Davies
	Councillor
	(HD)

	
	
	J Dolan
	Councillor
	(Jdo)

	
	
	T Flanagan
	Councillor
	(TF)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Apologies
	J Dean
	Councilor
	(Jde)

	
	
	B Howard
	Councillor
	(BH)

	
	
	G Hardy
	Councillor
	(GH)

	
	
	B Waters
	Councillor
	(BW)


2
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes from the meeting held on Wednesday 5th October 2005 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JDol and seconded by MD.  All in favour. 

3
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

Gladeside Signs

MD reported that he felt that the sign that has been erected, although doing the job of deterring large vehicles from parking, thinks it is not high enough for the drivers to see.  It was agreed that the tree that is very close to the sign would be pruned back to make the sign more visible.
C

Rivers Workshop

HD and our local contractor Mike Watson attended this.  HD felt it very useful and was a very interesting morning showing ways if slowing down water flow in streams and rivers to deter flooding. 

4 LITTER

HD reported that since the litterbin that was installed in the plantation close to Hillcrest, there is much less litter about.

Unfortunately the litterbin, on the flyover, is still not being emptied by SCDC.  The Clerk will write again to ask for this bin to be out on their collection list.
C
5.
CORRESPONDENCE

	008
	Replacement of Trees
	At the rear of Pheasant Rise where 5 willows were felled two years ago, there now needs to be planting of some sort.


	Burleigh quoted £195.  Accepted on PO No. 0451

	042
	33 Hollytrees
	A large tree to the rear of property in need of reduction in height


	Burleigh quoted £440.  Accepted on PO No. 0501


	046
	Chestnut Rise
	Row of crab apple trees on perimeter road in need of cutting back


	Burleigh quoted £480.  Accepted on PO No. 0497

	050
	Major Cox 105 Hollytrees
	Trees to the side of his property need to be crown reduced


	Burleigh to quote

	051
	Mrs Stallen 79 Foxhollow
	Elder tree situated between 78 and 79 Foxhollow which needs to be taken down


	SJ has site visited and tree needs to come down.  Burleigh to quote

	052
	Peter Mustow – Little Meadow
	Overhanging trees and shrubs outside 148 The Spinney


	GH to site visit and S Lawlor to quote

	054
	Leigh Baffa
	Igloo play equipment needs overgrown brambles removed


	S Lawlor to quote.

	057
	Mrs Purvey 45 Brambles
	Hedging at 21-23 Brambles need to be cut back, also a large blackthorn bush


	I Lawson quoted £55.  Accepted on PO No. 0507

	059
	P Ryan
	Hedging to the rear of 34 Hollytrees (on spine path) need to be cut back


	I Lawson quoted £45.  Accepted on PO No. 0506

	060
	P Ryan/M Boughton-Fox
	Stream needs to be cleared before the winter to stop further flooding


	I Lawson/MWP to quote

	065
	16 Partridge Drive
	Tree to the side of her property in need of cutting back (also blocking street light)


	MWP to quote

	066
	93 Hillcrest
	To reinstate land back to Parish Council (removal of trees and reinstate grass area


	Burleigh to remove trees and MWP to reinstate grass

	067
	Bridleway No.1
	To reinstate Bridleway width and remove trip hazard on bridge


	MWP to quote

	068
	187 Appletrees
	Laurel bushes close to property need cutting back


	I Lawson to quote

	069
	13 Appletrees
	Overgrown brambles located near to the  garage block of 11-14 Appletrees.  Need cutting back.


	S Lawlor to quote

	070
	Brian Mallet of 5 Otter Gdns
	Bus shelter at Otter Gdns need to be cleaned as people having been urinating in it and residents cannot stand inside


	S Lawlor to quote

	071
	Mr Barker
	Large Hawthorn bush between phone box and play frame at Pheasant Rise in need of cutting back away from footpath.


	MWP to quote


6.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Budget for 2006/2007

This was briefly discussed prior to the Budget Meeting to be held on 14th November and JR proposed that we raise the precept for environment work by 3% from £10,000 to £10,300. This was seconded by TF.  All in favour.

Quotations for Stream Work


Two quotations have been received, MW Property Services at £4,994.96 and Lawson Garden Services at £8,625.00.  It was agreed the work should be carried before the winter sets in and therefore TF proposed that we go ahead with the work and accept the quotation from MW Property Services.  This was seconded by JD.  All in favour.
C

 
MWP Services Site Inspection on Water Course and Sluice Gates


The balancing lake to the SW of Bar Hill was built to store excess water from Dry Drayton.  The water level in the balancing lake is currently well below the level it is capable of containing.  The main stream through Bar Hill comes from the direction of Dry Drayton, passes under the cycle way at the balancing lake and here it splits into shallow channels to cross to the other side of the lake.  This has pools of deeper water.


At the other side the water travels along a single stream to the sluice.  From here the stream runs parallel to the perimeter road until it reaches Appletrees where its path turns left under the perimeter road.  Hereon the stream runs through Bar Hill to Hollytrees where it again goes under the perimeter road and on into a deep lake on the golf course.  Beyond this point it is piped under the A14 and continues to run through to Oakington and Girton.


The sluice consists of a pipe approximately 740mm diameter at the entrance and then widens out to 850mm after 2.5 metres.  This is fed with water from the balancing lake.  Above this pipe there are a series of steps up to a channel through which water can pass.  This is covered by steel plates that are visible from the pathway.  The outflow is controlled by a sluice system designed for handling a far greater amount of water than is normally present.


I think it may be worth putting in a gate across the mouth of the pipe at the sluice to restrict the flow, in order to eliminate the human element of operation at the critical time.  I think it would be better to have a pre-gauged outflow through a series of outlets but it is important to maintain a consistent flow through the gate to prevent the stream banks below the sluice from drying out in the summer.


It is also very important to keep the stream clear of debris.  The Nature Reserve at the balancing lake may benefit by raising the level of water in its pond area.  Any work of this type would, of course, have to be with the permission and guidance from the Environment Agency.


It is open to conjecture whether these measures would make a significant difference to the possible village flood problem in the event of extreme weather conditions.


Having walked the length of the stream from its inlet at the balancing lake to where it crosses under the road at Appletrees I found a Tesco trolley and wooden board partially blocking the pipe at the sluice.  Also logs are blocking it at Field View.  Also I found a motorcycle, pallets, Tesco trolleys and an unofficial bridge at The Spinney.  A fallen tree across the stream was also found between Appletrees and The Spinney.  Brambles and thick growth across the stream including dumped garden waste and a central heating boiler.  The concrete at the entrance to the inlet pipe at Appletrees is badly cracked and is splitting away.


It was agreed that the most urgent matter with the report is to get all the debris cleared away from the stream and sluice area and also the split pipe at the Appletrees bridge will be reported to Cambridgeshire County Council.
C


The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 7th December 2005 at 7.30pm.  There being no further business the meeting ended at 8.20 pm.

Proposed:        
Seconded:

…….………………………………………………….  

Mike Duce, Chairman - Environment Committee

Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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