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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Special Meeting to discuss

Budget for 2006/2007

Held in The Parish Council Office

On Monday 14th November 2005



            ACTION

1.
Present:
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)

Apologies: 
H Davies
Councillor
(HD)


J Dean
Councillor
(JD)

T Flanagan
Councillor
(TF)



G Hardy
Councillor
(GH)


D MacDonald
Councillor
(DM)



G Spence

Councillor
(GS)

2. To Look at the Budget Requirements for the Parish Council for the financial year 2006/2007

Field View Footpath and Bus Shelter

MS began by saying that according to Parish Council Policy we should have footpaths linking all bus stops and post boxes.  A resident has recently been successful in having a new bus stop placed at the end of Field View and has asked if a footpath could be installed.  Several members of the Planning Committee has site visited the area and this bus stop would warrant a small footpath.

It was felt, as the footpath was very short, perhaps this could come out of this year’s budget.  The Clerk will obtain a quotation for a footpath to be laid and this will be brought up at the December Parish Council Meeting.
C
A new bus shelter was also discussed.  Several years ago we had a price for a brick built bus shelter around the sum of £5,000.  It was agreed that a Perspex shelter would be suitable for this location and the Clerk will find out prices for this.  BW suggested that we write to companies within the village and ask if they would like to sponsor a new bus shelter.  Obviously they would want to advertise their goods on the shelter, but if not too obtrusive then the Parish Council felt this would be satisfactory.
C
BW proposed that we earmark any extra budget money that may be left over from the Buildings budget to be put towards a new bus shelter, if no sponsorship was forthcoming.  This was seconded by MD.  For = 5.  Abstained = 1.

Salaries

The Clerk’s appraisal was held on Thursday 10th November and both MS and SJ thought everything was very satisfactory.  The Clerk is at present on Scale 20.  There are two decisions to be made.  Should the Clerk’s scale rise to 21 and also do we employ Gill Hayden-Smith for a further year?

After a brief discussion with the Clerk who feels that Gill’s contribution is invaluable to the Parish Council, SJ proposed that we employ Gill for a further year and was seconded by MD.  All in favour.

At this point the Clerk left the room, while her salary was discussed.  SJ proposed that the Clerk is awarded a further increase in Scale to 21 and was seconded by JD.  All in favour.

SJ also proposed that Gill Hayden-Smith be awarded an increase to Scale 17 to show the appreciation of the Parish Council and was seconded by BW.  All in favour.

SJ then wished to discuss the Play Inspector and MS left the room, due to declaration of interest.  SJ then explained the way the Play Inspector works in the village.  He inspects all play areas, including the Skate Park, once a week.  If small repairs are needed then he carries out these repairs on behalf of the Council and saves us a great deal of money in call out fees and labour charges that are inevitable with this type of work.  BW proposed that we increase the Play Inspectors fee by £2.50 per week to start on 1st April 2006, to show our appreciation and was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

Youth Facilities

As BW is a Trustee of the new Youth Project that has been set up, she explained that bids are being put together at the moment and it is moving ahead nicely.  Hopefully funding should be available from other areas as well as the village and everyone is very positive about the project taking shape.

It was agreed that the £6,000 current budget for Youth facilities should stay the same, although it may be going to different areas once the Youth Project is underway.  The Clerk explained that £4,000 of this money is given to the Farmhouse for its current upkeep.  Once the Youth Project is up and running this £4,000 would be diverted to the main project fund, as this will include the running of the Farmhouse.

Skate Park 

It was agreed that this budget should be increased to £3,000 per annum, which will include a quarterly inspection visit with any minor repairs being done as and when necessary.


A brief discussion then took place about the unofficial work that has taken place at the Skate Park, whereby young people are digging large holes in the area, for extra ramps, but it was felt that these are becoming dangerous.  JD suggested that the young people are told to fill in these holes or we will close the Skate Park down.  MS felt this is too extreme as the Skate Park cost over £70,000 to build and local residents may feel this is not the answer.

The Clerk has already spoken with PC Misik who has agreed to speak with the young people of the village and will try to find a solution to this problem with the youngsters.  This is the first step and we shall wait to see when PC Misik reports back.
New Street Lights

MS stated that a decision is needed for the quotation of £3,600 to be spent on two new streetlights and columns along the path to the Farmhouse, to be installed by the County Council.  They had indicated that if we do this work next financial year then they may possibly having some funding to put towards this project.

Also once done, the County Council will take over the lights, under their normal lighting contract; so all maintenance will be their responsibility.  SJ proposed that we put this money into the budget for next year and was seconded by JD.  All in favour.

BW proposed that as the lights are something that many residents have requested, we go ahead with the lights but put the bus shelter on hold for a further year, unless sponsorship money is forthcoming and was seconded by JD.  All in favour.
C

Street Numbering 

BW asked the Clerk to contact Diane Duncan at SCDC (they do the large signs in the village) to see of they can get a favourable price for the street numbering signs.  MS suggested that this work could be done on a rolling basis, at say £1,000 per year, until the work is completed.
C

Reserves

Due to amount of funds in the Reserve Account it was agreed that £3,600 for the streetlights and the £1,000 for the street numbering would be taken directly from reserves and work can start at the beginning of the next financial year.  JD proposed that we take £5,000 from reserves instead of the £6,000 already suggested and was seconded by BW.  All in favour.

Below is the revised Precept for 2006/2007, which will be sent to SCDC.

	PRECEPT 2006/2007
	Precept 05/06
	Proposed 06/07
	Comments

	Grass/Hedge Cutting
	20,600
	20,600
	No Change

	Tree & Shrub Maintenance
	10,000
	10,000
	No Change

	Building Work, Paths, Fences
	5,000
	5,000
	No Change

	Litter Collection
	4,000
	4,000
	No Change

	Vandalism/Security
	500
	500
	No Change

	Insurance
	5,000
	5,000
	No Change

	Clerks Salary and NIC
	18,500
	20,500
	Increase due to 3% overall pay increase + pay for Assistant to Clerk

	Utilities
	2,000
	2,000
	No Change

	Rent and Rates
	3,900
	3,500
	Decrease due to rate rebate

	Printing & Stationery
	2,000
	1,500
	£500 put into Office Expenditure due to new website charges

	General Admin/Sundries
	1,500
	1,000
	£500 put into election budget

	Audit Fee
	1,000
	1,500
	Increase due to internal audit as well as national audit

	Legal Charges
	2,000
	2,000
	No Change

	Youth Facilities/Activities
	6,000
	6,000
	No Change

	Grants/Donations
	750
	750
	No Change

	Office Expenditure
	1,000
	1,500
	Increase due to website charges


	Electoral Expenses
	0
	500
	Possible election

	Play Equipment Maintenance
	1,500
	1,500
	No Change

	Skateboard Park Maintenance
	2,000
	3,000
	Increase due to quarterly maintenance inspections

	Sub Total
	87,250
	90,350.00
	

	
	
	
	

	Less:
	
	
	

	Rent Income
	360.00
	360.00
	

	Insurance Work
	
	
	

	Interest on Current Account
	
	50.00
	

	Interest on Deposit Account
	1,000
	800.00
	

	Other
	1,500
	2,500.00
	

	Income Offset
	2,860
	3,710.00
	

	
	
	
	

	Gross
	84,390
	86,640
	

	
	
	
	

	Less From Reserves
	6,000
	5,000
	

	
	
	
	

	Adjusted Precept Total
	78,390
	81,640
	


There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.00pm.
Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   

Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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