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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 19 January 2006


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


H Davies
Councillor
(HD)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


G Hardy
Councillor
(GH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


D MacDonald
Councillor
(DM)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


R Hall
District Councillor


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
T Flanagan
Councillor
(TF)

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 16th December 2005:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th December 2005 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by DM and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Scout Hut

DM reported that as soon as the letter was passed to the Management Committee the problem about lighting was sorted out.  Also their excess rubbish has now been taken away by Britiannabuild Builders.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	Resident’s Letter

A resident has written wishing to purchase a small piece of land from the Parish Council, which is located to the side of his property to enable them to build a downstairs cloakroom.  This will be brought up under Policy Document in the Chairs Report.

  
	C



	C
	Copy Letter from B Burrage to Andrew Lansley

A copy of a letter written to Andrew Lansley MP has been received with regard to Tesco sending in a Planning Application for a further extension to their store to incorporate a Nutri-Centre.  This will be brought up under Planning.

 
	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for January.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by DM and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in January. The cheques for approval were proposed by SJ and seconded by MD.  All in favour.

The Clerk also asked the Council to consider the annual maintenance inspection of the gas central heating system, which is due in February.  The cost is approximately £75 and has to be done annually to enable us to receive a certificate under Health & Safety regulations.  SJ proposed that the Clerk go ahead with the inspection and this was seconded by BB.  All in favour.
C

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Update of Policy Documents

All policies that were up for review were updated with no changes.

The policy for sale of small pieces of land in residential areas was brought up in light of the letter that has been received from a resident.  GH felt that we should be sympathetic towards the needs of the residents but we could be opening a can of worms.  BB felt that as before the policy was too rigid and we should be able to look at each case on its individual merits.

MS explained that at the time the policy was created it was generally felt that there would be too much work for the Clerk to handle, although in principle, she felt it was a good idea but when SCDC changed their policy to refusing fences being moved on small pieces of land it was generally agreed not to pursue the matter.

MS thought that one way to deal with this issue would be to ask the resident, wishing to purchase a small piece of land, to obtain planning permission from SCDC on the first instance, at the same time informing them of the financial commitments involved.  There is no point in selling land and then SCDC refusing permission to do anything with it.

JD asked if residents in the immediate area would be aware of the planning application and MS replied not only would the usual letter from SCDC go to all residents living nearby but the Parish Council would also write to all households within a five houses radius.

MS proposed that we suspend this discussion and it will be put on as a main agenda item for the meeting in February as this will give Councillors more time to think about the policy.  The Clerk shall also write to the resident concerned and inform him that we are in the process of revisiting this policy and we will contact him after our Parish Council, Meeting in February with our decision.
C

Proposed Policy for Persistent Complainers

J Reynolds had informed the meeting in December that the County Council has a policy for persistent complainers and that perhaps we should give some consideration in doing the same.  However, we must allow residents to complain but we must also take steps to placate them and try to stop the same discussion taking place several times.

BT have a method called privacy which will stop certain incoming calls, although the Clerk has now written to the resident concerned explaining that to enable the complaint to be dealt with in a satisfactory manner the complaint must be in writing, so there is a permanent record on file.  No complaints will be looked into if done by telephone.  Since the Clerk’s letter, the phone calls and visits have stopped and it was agreed that if the phone calls start up again then perhaps this is a route we can go down.

JDol informed the meeting that in the Equal Opportunities Policy there is a section on harassment as follows:

It is recognised by the Council that harassment and discrimination can reduce the effectiveness of the organisation by undermining the confidence of the employee, creating a threatening environment and increasing sickness absence and labour turnover.   Employees have the right to work in an environment free from harassment and discrimination.

JDol proposed that if complainers persist then the harassment procedure should be implemented.  This was seconded by BW.  All in favour.

Post Office

BW opened the subject by explaining that the County Council will be going ahead with the Post Office being located in the library and this should happen some time this year.  Measurements have been taken and plans drawn up and there is a Sub-Postmaster in place for the job.

MS then told the meeting that having been in contact with CALC (the Clerk read out the memo with regard to the conversation she had with CALC) they have confirmed that we will be able to help towards the set up costs under Section 137, as long as this is a one-off payment only.

MS would like to think that the Library/Post Office would be applying for all possible grants available before we need to step in with any contribution.  BW confirmed that the County Council now have capital to spend on the library (for things such as alterations to accommodate the Post Office) but they would be looking for funding for “extras” such as CCTV cameras etc.

JDean commented that perhaps we would not have to spend the full amount.  MS felt that there are still many questions that need to be answered as well as figures and we will need to know their exact requirements before we make a commitment.

GH wondered if we need to make an offer for funding at all if they are able to obtain funding from other sources.  DM felt that it was too early to tell if we need to offer funding.  We should get the costings in the first instance before further discussions take place.

MS therefore indicated that BW tell them that money would be available if needed but hopefully the Post Office can be set up without the help from the Parish Council but we are here to plug the gap.

6.0 
Reports

a) Environment Committee (M Duce)


Due to there being no meeting in January no report was given.

b) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters/R Hall)

BW reported that the Cash Office in Cambourne will be discontinued in March 2006.

Northstowe was briefly discussed with RH saying that Cambridgeshire Horizons were to provide £220k over the next two years for the Northstowe project.  The Local Development Framework will be going to public inquiry on 28th July 2006.  The Wind Farm at Boxworth appeal will be taking place from 17th October to 3rd November 2006.

c) School Governors Report (T Flanagan)

Due to the absence of TF there was no report given.

d) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Firstly JDol asked JR about this new system of Real Time Information for the bus service.  JR explained what this will mean and will start in the city at first.  However, it will take at least three years to be up and running.

JR then mentioned the problems at the school with the recent flooding and Lyn Whyte had requested a meeting with MS and the Clerk.  The Clerk has this in hand but due to certain circumstances this will not be done for another couple of weeks.

Youth Provision was discussed briefly.  JR said there was a change in the structure two years ago.  Funding is now based on equalization and resources.  JR went in to detail on how the system works, which seems unfair to areas such as Cambridgeshire as most funding is put in the northern areas of the country.  Also density and deprivation is taken into account, which means that Cambridgeshire is very low on the list.

e) Community Safety (K Misik)

The DPPO (Designated Public Place Order) was discussed at length after it was indicated that the village should have a DPPO in place.  If this is the case then a Public Meeting should be held to discuss the various issued this would bring such as signs etc.  MS proposed that with the help of PC Misik and the Councillors we should have a leaflet drop to every household in the village to make them aware that a meeting will be taking place and we need their views.

BW asked PC Misik if crime incidents had gone down in recent months and he replied that it had not although due to the cold weather there were not as many young people in the street late at night.  MS said that two years ago when we had a Public Meeting on anti-social behaviour the many residents that attended wanted to see something done about this problem.

PC Misik said that just because the legislation exists it does not mean it has to be used.  It will only be used at the discretion of the Police.  By having the DPPO this would act as a reminder of how people should behave.  Also now that the late bus has been reinstated this could bring in extra people to the village.

Therefore BB proposed that we ask SCDC to put the DPPO in place and this was seconded by SJ.  For=11.  Against=1
C

It was agreed that the Clerk will arrange a suitable date, time and venue for the Public Meeting, once this has been arranged a leaflet drop will be arranged with the help of the Police and the Parish Council.
C

· Thought should also be given to what the leaflet says.

· Inform residents that the Parish Council has voted to make this order and put this in the leaflet.

· Focus on how this is going to work.

· Main issue will be signs

· Make sure that the Police Inspector and all relevant people from SCDC attend the meeting.

· An example of possible wording/pictures for the sign to be put on the leaflet.

Other Matters

JD asked PC Misik if No Parking signs were legally enforceable and he replied only if the signs were on a public highway, such as Gladeside.  The Viking Way signs although a good deterrent are not legally enforceable as this is a private road.

R Hall mentioned that the sub-station close to the Skate Park is being used as a used car lots.  PC Misik replied that this is the responsibility of Trading Standards.  If people can take down the details of the car and registration number, this should then be passed to Trading Standards.

f) Residents’ Association (R Hall)

RH reported that their Annual General Meeting would be taking place on Friday 27th January at 8pm in the School Community Lounge.

g) Village Hall Management Committee (D MacDonald)

The extension to the front of the Village Hall is now near completion and half the roof has been erected.  The other half should be on by the end of the month, which means we are still on schedule for opening end of June, beginning of July.

GH suggested that as there may be many residents interested in the Village Hall refurbishment, would it be possible for the minutes of the Management Committee Meetings to be placed in the Library.  The Clerk informed GH that the minutes are available at the Parish Council Office along with all other information, including the accounts but DM will ask the Management Committee if this can be done.

h) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Tesco Extension – The Planning Committee is concerned about the amount of traffic coming in to the village if this extension goes ahead.  The letter from BB to Andrew Lansley MP and the reply email from J Reynolds were read out to the meeting which in summary said that the County Council would not look favourably on anything that is likely to aggravate the existing traffic problems and cause additional queuing on to the A14, the application would therefore be resisted in the strongest terms. RH also confirmed that SCDC would not only look at the traffic problems but also the storage of trolleys, which could have an impact on the area.

A long discussion then took place about the Nutri-Centre that Tesco plan to out in to the new extension and the implications it would have on the village.  The car park is already full to capacity and cars have now started to park in the surrounding streets because the car park is always full.

The Council would be looking to RH and BW as District Councillors to object in the strongest terms to this extension and BB proposed that the Parish Council will object on the grounds of traffic, trolleys and car parking and this was seconded by DM.  For=10.  Against=1.   Abstained=1.  Motion carried.
C

Graffiti

At the last Planning Committee Meeting the Clerk was asked to obtain prices for a jet washer and generator to enable the Parish Council to remove graffiti from its property.  This has been done but she also had a meeting with the Probation Service who suggested that the best way to remove graffiti, which Cambridge City has adopted, is to paint the said area with masonry paint and then use a sealer on the painted surface.

If graffiti is done again, it can be easily washed off.  SJ therefore proposed that we purchase the necessary masonry paint and sealer and ask our handyman to do the job as quickly as possible and this was seconded by BB.  All in favour.
C

i)
Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

This subject has already been discussed under Planning but BB did informed the Meeting that the new Manager was not very helpful after he has tried to have several meetings with him, unsuccessfully.

7.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Information Centre – The Clerk explained that the Hotel has now been sold to Menzies in the last few days.  She has informed our Solicitor who will now contact this company to see about the access to the Information Centre.

Annual Leave – MS informed the meeting that the Clerk would be taking a week’s holiday between 17th April and 24th April.  This falls within the time we have our Parish Council Meeting and MS requested that the meeting be a week earlier on Wednesday 12th April.  This will be brought up at the next meeting as a main agenda item to change the meeting date.
C

Also the APM has been scheduled to take place on Thursday 27th April at 7.30pm in the Octagon.  Councillors were asked to put this in their diaries.

Councillors Private Addresses – MS found an interesting article in the CALC bulletin about the Freedom of Information Act and private addresses of councilors being made known to their parishioners.  The article said this can be overcome by having a policy on Private Addresses but it was agreed that a policy was not needed as the Councillors were not ex-directory (apart from the Chair and the Clerk) and their information was easily obtainable.

Gladeside Parking – JDol asked if this could be put on the agenda for the next meeting, as there are still some problems.  BW mentioned that at our meeting with the County Council some time ago it was suggested that yellow lines in put in place and she will look into this.
C
Footpaths – BH informed the meeting that the Football Clubs were again leaving a lot of mud on the paths when they had finished their matches.  He has spoken with the Manager of the Club and they will make sure the mud is cleared away.

Bus Shelter – BW was very pleased with the donation of £1000 from Domino to help pay for the bus shelter at Field View.

Location Maps – DM asked if the maps for the bus stops had been investigate and the Clerk replied that she had not done anything as yet.  It may be worthwhile to contact local printers who may have an idea how to get these maps printed.
C
Viking Way – BB would like this to be main agenda item for the next Parish Council meeting as the situation is becoming worse.  Planning Committee are dealing with this matter and are still waiting for May Gurney to come back with a meeting date to discuss this matter further.
C

Anniversary – MD informed the meeting that the village will be 40 years old in 2007 and thought it might be a good idea to arrange some sort of event to celebrate our 40 years.  

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 16th February 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   










January 2006
Page 7 of 7
Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk

[image: image2.png]


_966252013

