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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 16 February 2006


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


H Davies
Councillor
(HD)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


T Flanagan
Councillor
(TF)


G Hardy
Councillor
(GH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


D MacDonald
Councillor
(DM)


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

Visitor to Meeting

John Fuller attended the meeting to discuss the spate of graffiti that had occurred around the village at Christmas.  He said that he had called the office on 10th December and left a message about the offensive graffiti on the bus shelters and also on the garage wall at Appletrees.  He did not have a response to his call and when he saw Bunty just before Christmas he discussed the problem with her and again nothing was done.

On 10th January he emailed the Clerk and found that this had not been reported as a crime.  He said that Cambridge City Council can remove graffiti within 48 hours and he was very disappointed that it had taken so long for the Parish Council to deal with the matter.  He felt that for future reference there should be a policy put in place for action to deal with graffiti as soon as it appears.

When further graffiti has appeared on the Church and the Parish Council office, this seemed to have been dealt with very quickly.  MS replied that the Church has its own policy for removing graffiti and the Parish Council Office was painted over by the Clerk as she still had some paint left over from when the office was built.

MS then replied that she accepted that it had taken a long time to deal with this issue but issues had arisen to stop us from dealing with this matter sooner.  We had the Christmas break, and then the Clerk was away from the office on sick leave.  The matter was discussed at the Planning Meeting early January and it was agreed that prices for a Jet Wash System would be obtained.  This was duly done but after a conversation the Clerk had with the probation service they recommended that we paint the bus shelters instead.  The Clerk does not drive and was unable to purchase the specialist paint needed for this type of job.  The paint has now been purchased and the shelters will be painted clean.

JF feels that any graffiti (wherever it may be) should be removed within 24 hours of appearing.  It is criminal damage and should be dealt with as such.  JDol felt that asking for it to be removed within 24 hours is all well and good but he was unaware of the graffiti as was many of the Parish Councillors and also it appears that John Fuller has been the only resident to complain to the Parish Council about the graffiti, residents can also telephone the police to make a complaint.

J Dean then said that this matter was discussed at length at our January meeting and a decision had been made to obtain the paint so a policy is obviously in place.  MS then indicated that we are unable to remove graffiti from property other than Parish Council property.  We would need to obtain the residents permission to do so and if residents are not calling us to inform us of this problem we will not know where the graffiti is located.

BW suggested that we put a piece in the Bar Hill News and MS replied that the Clerk will do so for the next issue and also it has already been put on the Parish Council website. 

C
TF proposed that this matter be put on the agenda for the March meeting for further discussion and to make a decision on whether we offer a service to the residents for graffiti removal.  This was seconded by JDol.  All in favour.
C

BW has already contacted the City Council and they will come out and take any graffiti off property.  JDean felt that painting the areas, as we had already agreed in January’s Meeting, was the best solution.  J Fuller suggested that he obtain prices for this service and he will email the details through to the Clerk.

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 19th January 2006:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 19th January 2006 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BW and seconded by GS.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Tesco Planning Application

It was confirmed that the plans for the Nutri-Centre had been turned down by SCDC, although it was likely that they would appeal.

Field View Bus Shelter

JDol asked when this would be done and the Clerk replied that it had been agreed to have the bus shelter erected during the next financial year.  We have already sent the Purchase Order for the new footpath to be laid and the shelter will be done after April.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	B
	Resident’s Letter about the parking at Viking Way

This was a matter that BB wished to discuss further but due to his absence from the meeting it was decided to defer the matter until the March Meeting.  However, BW informed the meeting that the County Council had advised her that a sign at the entrance to Viking Way indicating that Viking Way led to elderly residents accommodation should deter them from using the road unnecessarily.

BW also mentioned that Rob Rowath of County Council is quite happy to contact the companies involved to tell them to refrain from parking in this area if we take down the company name, number and registration number.

  
	C



	E
	Cambridgeshire Library Services

As last year, they have again written asking for a donation towards the Summer Reading Challenge that takes place in Bar Hill Library.  This enables them to hire a full-time person for the week to help the local children with their reading challenge.  TF proposed that we again donate £60 towards this event and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour

 
	C



	G
	Letter from Sunshine Playgroup

They have asked if Parish Council would sponsor them in a 25 mile walk around the perimeter road on 4th March to help with purchasing much needed equipment for the Playgroup.  TF proposed that we donate £10 and this was seconded by Jdean.  All in favour.


	C

	H
	Colts Football Club

Quotations have been received with regard to having the football pitches drained further as many matches this season have had to be cancelled due to waterlogged pitches.  MS felt this should b e deferred until the March Meeting as we have a meeting with the School on Friday 24th February to discuss the problem they encountered last year when the school flooded due to the water coming from the village green.


	C

	I
	Colts Football Club

A request has been received for funding of further football goals due to three more teams being established next season.  TF proposed that we purchase one set of goals for the Football Club at the cost of £419.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour


	C

	K
	Little Meadow Footpath

MS has received a letter form a resident about the footpath (or lack of footpath) to the rear of Little Meadow, where a resident has now apparently purchased the lands from Wimpey and has moved his fence back to incorporate this piece of land into his garden.  MS summarised the letter for the Parish Council and it has now gone to the Ombudsman for their comments.


	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for February.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by TF and seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in February. The cheques for approval were proposed by BH and seconded by TF.  All in favour.

The invoice for the Farmhouse was then discussed.  We have received an invoice for £4000 for the annual running of the Farmhouse.  The Clerk proposed that deductions be made for various items that we have paid for over the last year and also the Youth Group was shut down for two months and this should also be reflected in the payment.  Therefore SJ proposed that we make the deductions and send them a cheque to the value of £2,820.00 and this was seconded by TF.  All in favour.

C

MS also suggested that the Farmhouse be put on as a main agenda item for the March Meeting as discussions need to take place on how we can get best value for money from the building.
C

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Policy for sale of land

Both MS and SJ has site visited the area in The Spinney where a resident wishes to purchase a small piece of land to enable him to build a downstairs cloakroom.  Both MS and SJ felt that this piece of land could not be sold because it was too close to Parish Council hedging and if an extension was out here then we would not be able to get our machinery down the strip of land to cut the hedging back.

The Council had given a lot of thought to this matter and SJ proposed that we should stay with our current policy and not sell small pieces of land within the village at this time.  Not only would it be very time consuming for the Clerk but also it could create neighbour disputes, which have happened in the past.  This was seconded by BW.  For = 9.  Abstained = 2.  Motion carried.

DPPO – To discuss format for public meeting

MS explained briefly the format of the meeting and said that she would chair the meeting and open the meeting be explaining to those present that this is the third time the village has been consulted on this issue.

MS will explain that at our January Meeting it was decided that we would ask SCDC to make such an order and this meeting is merely for further information and discussion about signage.  What it should say and where the signs should be placed.  The Clerk felt that a sign at every street entrance was too much street furniture and should perhaps be placed in all open spaces, as this is where the young people tend to congregate.

At this stage JDean gave her apologies and left the meeting.

Parking in Gladeside 

JDol reported that the no overnight parking is working well in Gladeside and there have been very little problems.  But there is still HGV’s using this area to park during the day.  JDol reported that he is happy to monitor the situation and take down registration numbers and company names to give to Rob Roweth for further investigation.

Information Centre – Update

We have now had communication from the new owners of the Hotel who are keen to see the Information Centre demolished and the new building go up.  To this end they have agreed to grant us the access we need over the roadway.  A letter of confirmation should be with us soon so our Solicitors will be able to take matters forward.  Once this is done we will need to call a Special Meeting to discuss the way forward with the Information Centre.  We will need to decide on how we approach William Miller Architects also whether we need to look at the proposed tenant.

Date for April’s monthly meeting

It was agreed that the Parish Council Meeting for April would be moved to Wednesday 12th April due to the Clerk taking annual leave.
6.0 
Reports

a) Environment Committee (M Duce)

The Childrens Garden outside the Library was mentioned and the Clerk will be trying to get this area finished by Easter.

There will be another Litter Picking Day on Saturday 8th April and this will be advertised in the Bar Hill News.

b) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters/R Hall)

Post Office

BW reported that a lease had been given to the New Sub-Postmaster from the Library Services.  He has already applied for grants and is waiting for an interview with Royal Mail.  This is just a formality as he has experience of Post Offices and once this has been done he will be able to contract the work to be done within the Library.

Some help would be appreciated towards the cost of the CCTV, signage and other equipment.

BW has also taken his request to the Residents Association and they have agreed to fund some of the expenses, as this is a village amenity.

The Parish Council discussed the provision of CCTV and signage and it was proposed by SJ that, in principle, we agree to contribute towards the cost of the CCTV equipment and the signage for the exterior of the Library and this was seconded by TF.  For = 9.  Against = 1 (JDol).  Motion carried.  A further discussion will take place once firm costs are known.

Tesco – Proposed Nutri-Centre

Permission for this has been refused as a result of Tesco’s failure to address the impact it will have on a number of extra cars it will attract and the extra time cars are likely to spend in the car park.

Waste Collection

SCDC is the third in the ‘green’ league table with 46.9% of rubbish collected as recyclable.  It is the top, however, in the amount of rubbish collected for composting.

Licensing

Re-licensing required under the 2003 Licensing Act is virtually complete.  SCDC handled over a 1000 applications by taxi drivers/vehicles and operators, 472 applications with regard to premises, 511 personal applications and about 250 others.  This was undertaken by 3.5 officers – 693 each that compares favourably with 317 in Cambridge City and 474 in East Cambs.

c) School Governors Report (T Flanagan)

No report was given.

d) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

He has been looking into the footpath issue at Little Meadow but as yet has had no further information.

There will be further closures over the next two weekends at the Bar Hill roundabout while works are carried.

JR went to Germany to see how they tackle their waste issue and they have achieved much, which Cambridgeshire would like to see happen in this region.  Cambridgeshire is the best authority for recycling and composting but we have too much waste and we need to look to other countries to see how our waste can be reduced.

GH asked about the future for County and District Councils and this was briefly discussed.

Bus Passes was mentioned and the confusion that has come about.  JR went into further detail saying that at present Cambridgeshire has a single system of paying half fare to travel anywhere in Cambridge, but this needs to streamlined as some new fares will be free to the over 65’s.

e) Community Safety (K Misik)

There have been 30 reported crimes in the last month, which includes a burglary at the home address of an elderly resident in Appletrees.  The majority of crime is in relation to a spate of criminal damage, which took place on the 31st January.  A male was arrested in regard to this offence and has been charged with 12 separate offences, which account for the higher than normal number of crimes.

As is normal for the crime for the village, the majority of the crime has taken place in the “industrial area” of the village.  If the Criminal damage is taken out of the equation, the figures are quite low.

With regard to ASB the current hot spots occur in the area around the library, which has been suffering from an increase amount of ASB. Other than that area there had not been any higher levels of ASB.  The youth club has now reopened and is running again and there are no problems.    

f) Residents’ Association (R Hall)

ACRE has arranged an Open Meeting to discuss Parish Plans and Raja will be attending on behalf of the Residents Association.  MS thanked the Residents Association for taking on such a big task on our behalf.

Roger Hall has also replaced Jim Hubbard as the Residents Association representative for the Village Hall Management Committee.

They have applied for a temporary licence for Fete Day and they are asking as many residents as possible to help with manning stalls on fete day.

g) Village Hall Management Committee (D MacDonald)

Due to the absence of DM there was nothing to report, although it was mentioned by many Councillors that work seems to be progressing well.

h) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Nothing further to report since the Planning Meeting that was held on 9th February.

i)
Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Due to the absence of BB there was nothing to report.

7.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

MS confirmed with the Residents Association that she wished our link to the Bar Hill News to be deleted and our new website address to be linked.  R Hall said he would get this done on our behalf.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.10pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 16th March 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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