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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Public Consultation

On Designated Public Place Order

Held in The Church - On Tuesday 21st February 2006



            ACTION

1.
Present:
Members of the Parish Council



South Cambridgeshire District Council



Cambridgeshire Police Authority



Residents of Bar Hill

2. Purpose of the Meeting 

MS opened the meeting by welcoming everyone that had attended and for showing such an interest.   MS continued that we have now had three consultations with the residents since November.  A meeting that took place on 2nd November followed by a questionnaire in the Bar Hill News in December and this Public Meeting being the third.

Simon MacIntosh of SCDC would be speaking about what exactly a DPPO is, along with Inspector Paul Ormerod who will explain what a DPPO will mean for the village.

MS explained that at its meeting in January, after receiving back the comments from the residents, the Parish Council made the decision to ask SCDC for a DPPO to be put in place in Bar Hill, as it was generally felt that this would give our Police Authority the extra help it needed in tackling anti-social behaviour in the village.

MS felt that there were two main issues to be discussed this evening:

· The wording of the signs

· Where the signs should be placed in the village

MS then asked Simon McIntosh to take over.

Simon MacIntosh went on to explain that this is a partnership initiative between the Parish Council, the Police and the community.  This had not been done before within the county of Cambridgeshire so we are breaking new ground.  It is hoped that a DPPO in place in Bar Hill will help everybody living in the area.

A DPPO will enable the Police to confiscate alcohol if there is a problem.  This is not an alcohol ban in the village.  Only a tool to help the Police in confiscating alcohol in an anti-social situation.  This is an initiative from SCDC and not the Police, although they will be able to act upon it.

There are obviously issues with the wording of the signs that have to be installed in the areas where the DPPO is in place.  Originally it was felt that the DPPO should be in designated areas only where there seems to be a particular problem but after much thought it was agreed that this would only drive people away from these areas and more into the residential part of the village.  It was therefore decided that designating the whole village would be the right solution.

Before the DPPO will commence all the details will need to go to the Portfolio Holder at SCDC.  She will then make the decision on whether the order will be put in place, although this is just a formality and it was felt that the DPPO will be agreed by the Portfolio Holder.

Inspector Paul Ormerod then took the stage and said that it is important that we look to solve some of the problems we have seen over the years in Bar Hill.

It seems that anti-social behaviour occurs in cycles, especially in the winter months and we want to look at a longer-term solution to this problem.

In other areas this anti-social behaviour was not linked to school holidays so it appeared not to be just a youth issue.  Most of the problems were linked to the misuse of alcohol.  Not just young people in the village but also problems involving adults as well.

Other options were looked at such as Section 30  (A Dispersal Order) where individuals can be moved on but there are drawbacks to a Section 30, if they are moved on where do they go?  Also a Section 30 would only be a short-term measure as it lasts for only 6 months.

A DPPO has far more advantages and once in place does not need to be renewed.  This order will only be used if anti-social behaviour occurs because of drink related problems.  This will not affect the village with events such as village fetes, picnics on the village green etc.  This is not an alcohol ban, but it gives the Police the power to seize alcohol if needed.

MS then asked if there were any questions.

Question – John Doland asked if DPPO’s were in place in other areas and did they have feedback in these areas to see if a DPPO actually worked?

Answer – Paul Ormerod replied that DPPO have been looked at very closely in other areas and they have so far been successful.  PC Kevin Misik then gave an example of when they had a visit to Oxford, where a DPPO is already in place and it worked very well, although their problem was linked more to homelessness and alcohol related problems.  It was agreed that a DPPO sent a strong message as to what behaviour would be tolerated.

Question – Brian Burrage asked what would happen if an individual consistently gets their alcohol confiscated, would a prosecution then take place?

Answer – Paul Ormerod replied that any drinking in the street is unacceptable and is classed as an anti-social behaviour problem.  Although drinking in the village is not banned, should there ever be a problem the Police would have the power to take the drink away.  At first they will be asked to throw away the drink themselves.  Names will be taken and put on record and if the same name comes up time and time again then this will lead to an arrest.

Question - Mr Feely felt that by having a DPPO in the village more problems would occur especially with the young people.  He appreciated that in large number they can be a nuisance, but the young people in the village had nowhere to go and they would feel they were being picked on and this could criminalise the young people in an already sensitive situation.

Answer – This is a preventative measure only and it was not felt that we were making criminals out of the young people of the village.  It would be hoped that this would prevent incidents of crime in the village thereby setting a good example for the young people of the future.

Statement – Bobby from the Library said that they have many problems outside the Library at the weekend and every morning she has to spend a great deal of time clearing up the broken glass and also they continually have broken windows and lights, which have to be replaced at great expense.  These young people are causing criminal damage and some sort of message needs to go out to them.

Question – Claire Thorby asked who would police the village to put the DPPO in action

Answer – Paul Ormerod replied that the Police would have the power to demand the name and address of anybody acting in an anti-social way.  These details will be logged.  If residents see any anti-social behaviour in their vicinity then they should contact the Police, as they normally would.

If an individual’s name came up time after time then further action would be taken, i.e. a meeting with the family to see if a solution can be found.

Statement:  Mrs Howe of Acorn Avenue said there are lot of young people that congregate outside the library and in her street and most of them are well behaved and are very nice but unfortunately after a few drinks their behaviour does change and the drinking is because of the older teenagers giving a bad example.

Inspector Ormerod felt that it is unfortunate that Bar Hill acts as a magnet because of the facilities available, open spaces, well-lit areas, Tesco etc.

Question:  Mrs Griffin asked why the parents do not seem to coming in to this equation.  Most of the problems stem from a family situation in the first place and the parents should be held accountable for the children’s actions.

Answer:  There is a direct link and the Social Services would be informed if bad behaviour is consistent and if it is thought appropriate parenting classes would be made available to the parents.

At this point MS took to the stage and said that before the meeting began she had spoken with some of the young people attending the meeting.  She explained to them about the Farmhouse and how the Parish Council and community would like to see the Farmhouse open at least 3 times a week.  One night a week is just not sufficient.

Claire Thorby of the Youth Trust then spoke to the meeting explaining about the new project in the Village called the Bar Hill Massive Youth Trust and the reasons why this has been set up.  Once enough funding is in place we will be able to have our own youth worker living and working in Bar Hill.  In the long term this will mean that the Farmhouse will be able to open more often.

MS asked for opinions on the signage and J Doland thought the Parish Council logo should be on the sign and this was confirmed that it would be along with SCDC and the Police logo.  Also J Doland asked if the wording could be changed from You Are In A Designated Public Place to Bar Hill Is A Designated Public Place.

He also felt that signed should definitely be placed at the Skate Park, Trafalgar Way Industrial Estate (as there are problems here with HGV drivers), on the village green, outside the Parish Council office, the Health Centre and Church and finally the Library.

B Wells asked how big the signs would be?  Belinda Cunningham replied that the signs would be just a little larger than the Dog Fouling signs.

H Gordon asked if there could be two types of signs, a written one in residential areas and a more visual sign in public area?  This was generally thought to be very good idea and visual signs were looked at for the more public areas.

Simon MacIntosh therefore proposed that visual signs would be put in the main areas of the village and the written signs would be located on the lampposts at the entrance to each of the streets.  They had already been in contact with the County Council and they confirmed that this could be done.

Question:  Bunty Waters asked if a DPPO and signage had made a difference in other places with regard to anti-social behaviour?  The reply was that although they have only been used in city centres so far it had a significant affect on street crime.

Question:  The young people attending the meeting asked if a new, more sheltered shelter could be erected at the Skate Park.  This was briefly discussed and it was felt that funding could be found for a more affective shelter for the youth.

They also asked if the All Weather Sports Pitch could be made available for the youngsters and Claire Thorby replied that this is available at all times (bookings by telephone) but there must be a responsible adult overseeing the games.  The pitch cannot be left open because of insurance purposes.

Simon MacIntosh concluded that the report would take between 4 to 6 weeks for the Portfolio Holder to make her decision.  Once this is done, the signs will be made.  It was agreed that the full parish boundary would come under the DPPO.

SCDC will liaise with the Parish Council and the Police and once the Order is in place the police will be able to take action on it.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.00pm.
Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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