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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 16 March 2006


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


H Davies
Councillor
(HD)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)



M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


G Hardy
Councillor
(GH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


D MacDonald
Councillor
(DM)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
T Flanagan
Councillor
(TF)


R Hall
District Councillor


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
Visitors to Meeting

Village Hall Management Committee

Iain Martin, the Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee attended the meeting to update the Parish Council on the ongoing works for the refurbishment of the village hall.  He apologised in advance to the meeting because it seemed that the building work was several weeks behind schedule and therefore it was highly unlikely that the village hall would be open for the Fete Day on 1st July.

However, work is progressing well and he is still waiting for the final costs from Brittaniabuild Contractors and as soon as he has these figures he will contact the Parish Council.  The hiring rates have now been sorted out and MS said that it seemed the Management Committee had its finger on the pulse and they were pleased with the way work was progressing.

Cricket Club

Steve Plumb, the Chair of the Cricket Club came to the meeting to speak about the possibility of the drainage system being looked at on the Village Green.  Obviously they have concerns that if the village green were to be dug up then they would not be able to have cricket matches this year.

MS explained the situation so far.  MS, the Clerk, the County Council and a Contractor used by the school had a meeting with the School three weeks ago with a view at looking at ways to stop the excess water coming from the village green and flooding the school.

Two possible solutions were discussed and these were creating a ditch at the edge of the village green or something more major, which could mean taking up the village green and replacing the old pipes.  These talks are still very much in their early stages and as soon as the Parish Council has more information all the groups concerned will be informed.

It may be a situation that if major works are involved at least this will be a long-term solution and some upheaval will be necessary.  MS could not imagine that this work will happen quickly but it would be good to get the issue resolved.

Mr Plumb emphasised that it would be crucial for the Cricket Club and indeed the Football Club to have plenty of notice in advance so alternative arrangements can be made.  It was mentioned that the Cricket season starts from April to mid-September and the Football fixtures are from the end of August to beginning of May.

Farmhouse Youth Club

Julian Ayres came to the meeting to discuss the way the Farmhouse works and to tell the Parish Council how disappointed he was that we felt the need to make deductions from their annual grant to run the Farmhouse.  He also felt that communication was lacking and this was the reason he wished to address the Council.

Julian is the Youth Service Manager for the patch, which includes Swavesey, Impington and Cottenham.  Cottenham Village College has now taken the lead role from Swavesey and at present he is doing face-to-face work with the youth of Bar Hill due to a recent resignation of the Youth Leader.  He would like to set up partnerships with himself and all Parish Council’s involved to help provide satisfactory youth provision.  Central Government allocates £100 per annum per child but by the time all deductions are made he ends up with £29.21 per head.

From April to December last year there were 2 sessions per week from 6.30pm to 9pm.  From February, when it was reopened, the Youth Club then opened only one night per week, but this is partly because of lack of staffing.

There was also 3 weeks of youth provision over the summer holidays last year.  Also 2 full Saturdays doing street art projects.  Also a street card project was done in partnership with other districts.  We have also had a hip-hop session looking at creative lyric writing and creating CD’s and also we have had 2 DJ workshops.

Finally for most of last year Bar Hill had a detached youth worker talking to the young people of the village every Tuesday evening.

All the above came to £13k out of his total budget and this does not even cover the running costs of the Farmhouse.

As an example he said that Histon Parish Council contributed £9k to his budget for youth provision and this enabled them to run 2 nights a week, with a staff member also working 16 hours per week within the village.

MS then asked in terms of staffing, what would be the chance of the Farmhouse being open for 3 nights a week?  Julian felt that staffing is an issue and under the present situation this would not be possible, although with the new Bar Hill Massive Youth Project coming into being next year, this would have a lot of possibilities as extra funding will be made available to charitable organisations such as this.  This is funding that he is unable to receive.

JDol mentioned to Julian that although we only pay £4k per annum for the Farmhouse, he should be aware that this financial year alone we paid out a total of £9k on the Skate Park, which should also come out of youth provision, and also there are many other groups within the village providing for our young people and it should be acknowledged that we are spending a great deal on money of our youth.

MS then asked Julian if it was decided that the Farmhouse was no longer a viable option, how would he feel about the Youth Club being put in to the new Village Hall?  Julian replied that he thought the young people would prefer to keep the Farmhouse as it is.  They feel they have ownership of the building and they have somewhere of their own to go to.

Julian went on and said that if the Parish Council can cover the costs of the running of the building he would try to increase the usage to 2 nights a week as he would very much like to have a other session for the younger members of the village.  Either two weekly sessions or one longer session to incorporate the younger ones from 6pm to 7.30pm and then the older ones from 7.30pm to 9pm.  Obviously running both sessions back to back would be cheaper to do.

BH felt that more advertising needed to be done with the farmhouse to attract more young people to join.  If all these activities were being done over the last year, why didn’t anyone know about it?  Julian agreed and felt that publicity would need to be stepped up in future and MS suggested that he contact the Clerk who would be able to put a piece in the Bar Hill News where activities would attract the young people.

MS thanked Julian for attending and he left the meeting.

The discussion then continued to see what the Parish Council wished to do.  BW proposed the Farmhouse should be kept on, in its present form, and not have the Village Hall as an option.  This was seconded by DM.  All in favour.

MS then asked if we wished to pay back the money that was deducted from their invoice.  DM proposed that we deduct the £670 for the closure of the Farmhouse over the winter period and pay the balance back of £500.  Also that from 1st April 2006, the Parish Council take over the payment of the utility bills and pay £2,000 per annum to the Farmhouse. (This may mean that our budget of £4k will increase due to the recent increase in heating bills).  This was seconded by BB.

JDol then amended the proposal to pay the whole balance and also take over the bills from 1st April.  He was very impressed with Julian and his commitment to the young people of Bar Hill, and he should get our full support.  This was seconded by GS.  For = 5.  Against = 6.  Abstained =- 1.  The motion therefore fell.  The Parish Council then voted on the original proposal.  For = 10.  Against = 1 (JDol).  Abstained = 1 (HD). 
C
3.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 16th February 2006:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th February 2006 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SJ and seconded by GS.  All in favour.

3.1
Matters Arising

Graffiti

The memo sent by MS was looked at regarding the possibility of a new policy for graffiti and ways of dealing with it.  MS felt that as Councillors had areas of responsibility for trees and hedges, then perhaps they could also put graffiti on their list and take a look, from time to time, to see if graffiti has appeared on Parish Council owned property.

Also do we provide a service for the removal of graffiti on resident’s property?  BW felt that we should be responsible for removing all graffiti within the village, whether on our property or privately owned.  HD felt that we should use our authority as an advisory service only and if people need information on graffiti removal we can advise them.

JDean felt the idea of HD was the best way forward and also if graffiti has been reported on private property the Clerk can then write a letter to the owners of the property asking if they wish us to advise them or help them to remove it.

BW had been sent a document from the Home Office that states from April of this year the Council would be responsible for the graffiti removal under the Anti-Social Behaviour Act and if we do not remove it, we could be prosecuted, but as this does not come into force until next April, BW felt the topic should be deferred until April when she will have further information on the subject.  The Clerk will put this subject on as a main agenda item for April’s meeting.
C
However, it was agreed that as and when the Parish Council are informed of graffiti on their property they will attempt to remove the graffiti within 2 working days. 

Post Office

BW has nothing more to report at present, apart from the new Sub-Postmaster has submitted his business plan for the new Post Office, and once this has been looked at, Royal Mail will interview him.

4.0
To Approve Minutes of Special Meeting of the DPPO on 21st February 2006:-

The Minutes for the Special Meeting to discuss the DPPO for Bar Hill held on 21st February 2006 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MS and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

5.0
To Approve Minutes of Special Meeting on 2nd March 2006:-

The Minutes for the Special Meeting to discuss the Information Centre site on 2nd March 2006 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JDean and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

5.1
Matters Arising

Information Centre

The letter received from Bill Miller Architects was read out and discussed.  New planning application will need to be submitted to SCDC and with the funding now left Bill Miller is of the opinion that a single story building would be more effective.

GH asked if we should be looking at other architects to give us plans and prices for the build.  MS then asked the Council if they were not happy with the current architects.

BB suggested that we go elsewhere and ask for new plans to be drawn up and this was agreed.  MS then said that she was not sure if we could only ask one company for plans and we may need to get two other quotes.

BB also proposed that we demolish the Information Centre as soon as possible and erect fencing around the area but MS was worried that this may affect the planning decision by SCDC.

At this stage DM made his apologies and left the meeting.

JDol proposed that as this would waste even more time we should go ahead with Bill Miller and this was seconded by GS.  For = 0.  Motion not carried.

GH then amended the proposal saying that we write to Bill Miller indicating that our letter to him did not amount to a clear agreement that he proceed with the plans until he heard from the Parish Council again giving him further instructions.  There was no seconder so this motion was not carried.

MS then proposed that we write to the Solicitors of the Hotel indicating that the build prices have increased substantially and that we will be seeking permission for a single-story building and once we have the new plans drawn up we will send them to the Solicitors for their information.

JDol said that we need to push on with this and therefore proposed that we go ahead with Bill Miller and this was seconded by GS.  For = 10.  Against = 1 (GH).  Motion carried.
C

6.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	B
	Car parking on grass verges on perimeter road

A letter has been received from a resident with regard to vehicles parking along the perimeter road and churning up the grass verges.  BW has already spoken to the HGV Route Manager of the County Council who is looking at ways of tackling this issue in Gladeside and Robin Close.  She will contact him again and ask for the perimeter road to be investigated also.

  
	C

	C
	Sunshine Playgroup – Signs

They have requested permission to place a large sign close to roundabout to advertise their forthcoming Nearly New Sale at the school.  Once the sale has taken place, they have promised to take it down.  Permission was given. 


	

	E
	Letter from SCDC – Possible Changes to Local Elections

The Parish Council had already had this letter in the monthly packs and this matter was briefly discussed.  BW proposed that we go for Option 5, which is “All Out” Elections.  This was seconded by GH.  For = 3.  Against = 8.  Motion not carried.

BB then proposed that we have Option 4, which is “Electing by Thirds” and this was seconded by HD.  For = 8.  Against = 3.  Motion carried.


	C

	H
	Holiday At Home

A request for a donation towards a Holiday At Home event for the elderly residents of Bar Hill was put forward.  This was discussed and JDol proposed that we donate £150 towards this event.  This was seconded by JDean.  For = 10.  Abstained= 1 (MD had to declare an interest).  Motion carried.


	C




Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for March.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by GS and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in March. The cheques for approval were proposed by SJ and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

The Clerk had a computer, which would suit the office, and asked if they Parish Council would like to purchase the computer from her as this was a more up to date model than the existing computer that was being used by the Clerk’s assistant.  The Clerk then left the room while discussions took place.  SJ proposed that £60 be paid for the computer and this was seconded by GS.  For = 10.  Abstained = 1 (BB had to declare an interest).  Motion carried.
C

MS also proposed that the old computer be donated to the Farmhouse Youth Club and this was seconded by JDol.  All in favour.
C

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
7.0
Chairs Report

Village Green – Drainage (see report of meeting at school)

This subject was discussed earlier in the meeting when the Cricket Club attended the meeting.

Viking Way – BB

It was agreed that this matter would be deferred until the April meeting due to the possible funding implications that we may have for the Village Green.
C
Farmhouse Youth Club – See report enclosed

This subject has already been discussed earlier in the meeting when Julian Ayres came to the meeting.

Graffiti – Policy (see memo enclosed)

This subject had already been discussed under matter arising earlier in the meeting.

8.0 
Reports

a) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Nothing to report this month.

b) Environment Committee (M Duce)

MD reported that he had walked the finished stream, which looks very good.  He does have a concern that there is slippage in parts of the bank that are now showing since the cutting back of overgrowth.  Also there is a manhole cover that needs attention.

The Clerk already has the manhole cover in hand and with regard to the bank slippage, she has already spoken with MWP Services who, after consulting with Rob Mongovan of SCDC feels some soft engineering work needs to be done.  It was felt that some chicken wire staked in with wooden posts may do the trick and it was agreed to have MWP Services experiment on an area to see if this would work.
C
Also it seems that in two places there are foul water pipes pumping in to the stream and the Clerk asked if these areas could be put on a Map so she can contact the Water Authority.
C
c) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters/R Hall)

Already reported under matter arising.

d) School Governors Report (T Flanagan)

Due to his absence, no report was given

e) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JR discussed at length the new system for bus passes and it seemed to the Council that the new system was worse than the old system making the elderly pay more for their bus service.

f) Community Safety (K Misik)

The report was sent prior to the meeting as follows.  The person who went on a spate of graffiti in the village has been sent to court for around 14 incidents and the matter is still being processed.

There have been some problems at the Library and the Police are working in partnership with the County Council to address these problems.

SCDC have agreed to the DPPO and the Portfolio Holder has now signed the documentation.  This needs to be on display for a period of 10 days for other members to object.  In preparation for the DPPO the Police are hoping to conduct an environmental audit of the village, which will involve walking around Bar Hill to assess certain areas.  If any Parish Councillor would like to take part please let Kevin know.

g) Residents’ Association (R Hall)

No report was given.

h) Village Hall Management Committee (D MacDonald)

This report was already given when Iain Martin came the meeting earlier in the evening to update the Parish Council.

i) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Even though the plans had been refused for the Tesco Car Valeting Service, they had gone ahead and started the ground works for this business.  The Clerk had informed SCDC and they had been to see the contractors and ordered them to stop work immediately.

9.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Grants

MS reported that in the monthly CALC bulletin there was an article about Parish Plans and the availability of grants to help with this project.  Perhaps the Residents Association would like to utilise these grants in their endeavours to complete the Parish Plan.

Also there are grants for groups such as the Knit and Natter etc and we will pass on this information to these groups.
C

Litter Picking

BW wished to thank HD for all her efforts in litter picking around the village.  She had made a vast difference to the appearance of the village.

Parking

BH asked what could be done about cars being parked on public footpaths and the reply was that this is technically a police matter as the vehicles are obstructing the footpath for walkers, prams and wheelchair users.  If the police are involved they will then fine the owner of the vehicle, but it was felt that this must be put into perspective, and sometimes, when a road is very narrow, and the car is only going to be parked for a short time, then the police should not be called.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.10pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Wednesday 12th April 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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