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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Village Hall

at 7.30 pm Thursday 28 April 2005


1.0
PRESENT:

	M
	Sellars
	Chairperson

	D
	Bacon
	Parent Teachers Association

	L
	Baffa
	Parish Clerk

	C
	Cook
	Bar Hill Guide Association

	J
	Doland
	Parish Council

	T
	Flanagan
	Parish Council

	T
	Grant
	The Farmhouse Youth Club

	R
	Hall
	District Council

	J
	Hall
	Resident

	A
	Hewings
	Bar Hill Football Club

	S
	Jenkins
	Parish Council

	A
	Keeves
	Under Ones

	B
	Knott
	Sunshine Pre-School Playgroup

	D
	MacDonald
	Parish Council

	K
	Misik
	Cambs Constabulary

	J
	O’Dell
	National Women’s Register

	P
	Ostler
	Play Station Out Of School Club

	B
	Page
	8 O’Clock Club

	P
	Prime
	Bar Hill Colts Football Club

	Rev G
	Renison
	Bar Hill Church

	J
	Reynolds
	Cambs County Council

	P
	Ryan
	Parish Council

	A
	Shubotham
	Royal British Legion

	M
	Shubotham
	Residents Association

	G
	Spence
	Village Hall Management Committee

	P
	Stimpson
	Cricket Club

	B
	Taylor
	Village Hall Management Committee

	B
	Waters
	Parish Council

	B
	Wells
	Bar Hill Sports & Social Club

	
	
	



Apologies:

	M
	Duce
	Parish Council/Royal British Legion

	H
	Davies
	Parish Council

	S
	Gedny
	Little Acorns

	P
	Thorby
	Bar Hill Football Project

	B
	Howard
	Parish Council

	G
	Hardy
	Parish Council

	S
	Phillips
	Village Hall Playgroup

	K
	Goodfield
	Parent & Toddler Group

	S
	Hunt
	Happy Hours

	R
	Livingstone
	Bar Hill Tennis Club

	L
	Cole
	PCSO Cambridgeshire Police

	B
	Holledge
	Bar Hill School Governors


MS welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting and mentioned that it was so good to see so many people here.  MS passed the meeting over to Atkins who were here to talk to the meeting about a possible future development within Bar Hill Parish Council

Ian Vellacott, Stuart Cunliffe and Luke Broome made introductions and a discussion then took place on the reason why they felt a new development close to Bar Hill would be beneficial for the existing residents.  After the extensive talk and slide show questions were then put to the guests.

Question by B Taylor.  What did social issues have to do with a future development in Bar Hill?

Answer:  A number of things are involved on the social side.  More children which will help sustain the Primary School which will see dwindling numbers over the next few years.  As part of the development there is an inward investment opportunity for other developers to get involved.  They don’t have all the answers for some of the issues but they would like to have the opportunity to speak with the young people of the village, as they will need to get involved.

Question by B Taylor.  Are you planning to build a new entrance to the village?

Answer.  A second access to the village will be a key issue.  The A14 proposals will see new road links and in particular these proposals would aim to have a new road which will be located at the north of the existing road and then will lead into the local feeder road.

Question by B Taylor.  Who are the affordable houses aimed at?

Answer.  The information we have received has come directly from SCDC and it is their documentation that is being used for assessing affording homes to be built in the future.

Question by Neil Milligan.  How will the new housing area be accessed?  Will there by a periphery road or will spurs by created and how will the children living in these new homes cross the busy perimeter road to get to the local amenities such as the school?

Answer.  There will be a single access but discussions have taken place and the perimeter road will need an extension link road.

Statement by B Burrage.  If there are 300 new homes built, then that will be average of 50 extra vehicles in the village.  There will also be more children in the village that will then grow up and need extra housing so where will they move to. 

Question by M Boughton-Fox.  How much community funding will be offered?

Answer.  This will need to be identified although providing sports pitches and community facilities will be automatically worked in to the development.

Question by M Boughton-Fox.  A third of the housing will be affordable to local people.  Will this be guaranteed?

Answer.  Yes.  In a legal document this will need to happen.  There will be registered social landlord for some homes that will be rented out as opposed to purchased.

Question by A Choat.  How will you qualify if people of Bar Hill want the housing?

Answer.  Local people will be given priority on the housing before anyone else.

Question by M Boughton-Fox.  Could we please a definition of affordable housing?

Answer.  Housing that people cannot afford under the normal market rates.

Question by M Boughton-Fox.  You say there will be new sports facilities and landscaping etc.  Will these be built before the houses as this did not happen in Cambourne and they have experienced many problems?

Answer.  This development will definitely not be like Cambourne.

Question by M Bramwell.  In the original village plan it was stipulated that no more building would occur in this village, so why now?

Answer.  We are only here to talk and get feedback from the residents.  Various organizations feel there is an opportunity to “finish-off” the village.  There is also a need to recognise particular social needs.

Question by J Yule.  Is the land to be used in Bar Hill?

Answer.  No the land actually comes under Lolworth but the access would be needed from Bar Hill.

Question by Mr Brownfoot.  Would there be storage facilities in the industrial area as at present HGV come down our local roads making a nuisance and mess of the area?

Answer.  Bar Hill has enough storage buildings and they would be looking for office or light industrial use only.  Also this will give a better spread of jobs.

Statement by R Wells.  You say this will “finish-off” the village.  He feels the village is already finished off and thinks they should come back to talk to the residents when a second access has been sorted out.

Question by J Reynolds.  Who have you consulted on the School Governors Board?  How are you going to consult the residents? And the principle should be that the people of this village should not be exploited and we should all be supporting this principle.

Answer.  We have spoken with local people on general issues.  Nationally people are having smaller families so smaller houses are inevitable.  We will be producing a website so any future proposals can be seen and commented on.  Atkins will be listening and will be delivering leaflets on this subject at certain intervals.

Statement by B Burrage.  He felt this is a very emotive subject and important to this village.  He felt a Special meeting should be held in the near future so more residents could attend and have their say.

Question by A Sweeney.  Will there be a percentage of equity share government run homes etc?  Our middle range of homes in this village is 3 bedroom properties so will there be a mixture?

Answer.  We will address these needs as they arise but there will be many starter homes.  There are also people who would like smaller houses but with bigger living areas, so these will also be addressed.

Statement by C Marsh.  They already have a three-bedroom house but with three children would like a larger home but cannot afford one.

Statement by M Brown.  He is supportive of this scheme and feels many people are being negative and not looking to the future.  He has three sons who all live at home because they cannot find anywhere else to live.

Statement by two young people who came to the meeting to hear the discussions.  They stated that by building new homes between Bar Hill and Lolworth how would this help the young people in giving them alternative things to do?  The main meeting place is Tesco because this is 24 hour.  The Farmhouse is open but this is for the older children of the village so are off limits to many of the young people.  All facilities in the village are for set times.  The slightly older young people would like a designated area.

Answer.  Atkins are hoping to organise a meeting at the Farmhouse so they can talk to the young people of the village.

At this point MS came in and felt that a Special Meeting dedicated to this subject will be needed, as feedback from the residents is very important.  She thanked the guests for attending the meeting and they left.

2.0 PREVIOUS MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 29 April 2004 were read and approved.  Proposed by JR (John Reynolds) and seconded by DM (David MacDonald).  All in favour.

2.1 Accounts for Year-End 2005

The accounts were looked at and explanations made about certain bills still waiting to be paid, as invoices have yet to be received.  Also the bank statements for the year-end had not been received at the time the draft accounts were completed.  There will be interest to add to these figures.

The accounts were approved as a true record.  Proposed by SJ (Sue Jenkins) and seconded by TF (Tom Flanagan).  All in favour.

3.0 MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising from these minutes.

4.0 REPORT BY CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL – MRS MARGARET SELLARS

This has been another busy year for the Parish Council.

The Village Hall project is now in the hands of the Management Committee.  Last year I reported that we had had a scare in that we thought that VAT had to be paid on the building work, but I am pleased to say that that has been resolved and that most of the VAT can be reclaimed by the Management Committee.  I will leave a representative of that Committee to update you on progress, but I will just explain the financial arrangements to you.  As you know, the Parish Council has committed £750,000 to this project and, in response to a request from the Management Committee, recently allocated a further £10,000 to it.  This

represented 6 months' interest on the £750,000.  It was felt that this was a reasonable request because the £750,000 was allocated approximately 5 years ago, and since then, of course, building costs have risen.  The Management Committee will open a special bank account for this project, into which Leigh will pay money to match the invoices as they arrive.  The Parish Council and the Management Committee will also sign agreements stating that this is an interest-free loan to be repaid only if the Village Hall ceases to be a village hall.  In this way the Council feels it is safeguarding the money paid for the work and ensuring that there is always a Village Hall in Bar Hill.

The building at the entrance to the village that everyone would like to see demolished is still involved in legal complications.   We and the architects are ready to go as soon as our solicitors can sort out the access.  As I have said before, we all hate that poor old building which is there, but we are reluctant to demolish it until work starts on its replacement because we fear we may have some unwelcome visitors on the site.

This leads me on to the sale of the Parish Council's car park.  You will know that on several occasions travellers arrived on the site, and money had to be spent on removing them.  As a temporary measure bollards were put all round it to prevent further "camping".  This meant that the car park could not be used - even when it was being used I have to tell you that Tesco's employees were by far the largest group using it.  Tesco had expressed an interest in buying it and in July the Council agreed to sell it for £110,000.  This topped up the money required for the Village Hall refurbishment and the new building at the entrance to the village.

You will have heard and read that we have a Police Community Support Officer in the Village now – Llian Cole.  We welcome her and hope she enjoys "policing" Bar Hill.  When these kinds of Police Officers were first talked about it was rumoured that the village would have to pay the salary and administrative costs.  You may have heard or seen that the Parish Council had planned to have a public meeting to ask the residents their opinion about this.  However, as the planning went on we learnt that we were not going to be asked to pay, but that the Officer would be free of charge for the first 2 years.  I spoke to Kevin Misik about this - our Community Beat Officer - and he told me that the PCSO was not Bar Hill's but was his, and he would direct

where the Officer was to go.  Kevin will explain more about this perhaps in his report.

Kevin has continued to play a prominent role in policing the village, and we thank him for his dedication.  As far as I am aware there has not be a return to the serious anti-social behaviour incidents we have had in the past.  The group which was set up to try to combat anti-social problems has more or less disbanded - Parish Council representatives were attending but contracts ended for some the people leading the group.  However, there are moves afoot to have a different arrangement for funding and running the provision for youth in the village.  Leigh and a new Councillor Jackie Dean are attending these meetings, and Leigh will give you full details in her report.

You will have noticed some work and general landscaping being carried out in the area of the Library.  This was suggested and organised by Kevin.  He felt that the area was rather untidy and lacking in interest and might be contributing to encouraging people to drop litter in the area.  Kevin will tell you more in his report.

I want to say a few words about Viking Way, which is owned by the Council.  We are concerned that lorries are regularly parked there because, apart from causing obstruction, they are damaging the road.  We have recently put a new and bigger sign at the entrance informing drivers that lorries over 7.5 tonnes should not be using the road except for access.  This will enable Kevin or Llian at least to take action on our behalf.  We are also investigating whether we can have some kind of traffic calming to make it impossible for lorries to park.  It is not easy to do this because, of course, it is an access road for the health centre and Hanover Housing so we cannot do anything, which will prevent fire engines or removal lorries from having access.

You will know that there is a new Manager at Tesco.  Leigh and our District Councillors have had a meeting with him when the alterations to the store, and trolleys were discussed.  The Council felt that Tesco had not had a good public relations exercise regarding the alterations to the store because the first thing that all of us knew about it was when the work started.  However, as you can now see there are plenty of notices apologising for the inconvenience!  We are still harassing them about the trolleys, and I know from the BHN that many of you are also fed up with them littering the village.  Please let Tesco know of your annoyance - perhaps customers will have more sway than the Parish Council.  We have asked for several years now for them to introduce the coin-in-the-slot trolleys but they have always said it would be too expensive!  

I know that many of you were shocked and angry when you received a letter from the Dental Practice to say that they would no longer treat patients under the NHS.  I also received a letter as I was a patient and I found the schemes they offered totally unacceptable.  It is a blow for the village as the only alternative is to go to Cambridge or elsewhere, which means a car or bus journey.  The Parish Council has made strong representations to the Practice and also written to our MP Andrew Lansley.  The Parish Council feels that the arrangements made for treating children's teeth is particularly unacceptable.  I have also asked John Reynolds to get as much publicity for us as he can.  It is unfortunate but this Practice seems to be following a national trend.

This brings me to our latest piece of bad news and that is that the Post Office is likely to close in 3 months' time.  This is because the newsagents More is closing.  I understand from the ladies behind the Post Office counter that there were no plans to close the Post Office before Mores decided to close their shop, so there may be a glimmer of hope.  Our Clerk has written to the head office of the Post Office asking that it be relocated in another shop, and your District Councillors have also written to Tesco to ask for their help.  They will give you more information in their report.

You will all have received some information about the proposed alterations to the A14.  There is also some more information in the Library, which gives larger diagrams of the proposed junctions.  The exhibitions have been suspended during the election campaign, but will be resumed after polling day.  I would urge you to try to attend one of them - I understand from John Reynolds that it is important than we do.  Many of us may think that it will not happen in our lifetimes but, if it does begin in 3 years' time, it will have a big impact on this village during construction.  John, no doubt, will talk about this in his report.

During the year we have had 2 resignations from the Council - Brian Burrage and Michael Boughton-Fox.  Both had served for many years and I would like to thank them for all the hard work they did on behalf of the residents.  We have welcomed Brian Howard, Jackie Dean and Helene Jones onto the Council and we

hope they will find the work rewarding.

I would like to thank County Councillor John Reynolds, District Councillors Roger Hall and Bunty Waters for their support throughout last year, and also Kevin Misik for his.  This year, for the first time for many years, Tom Flanagan is not our District Councillor.  He has been involved in public service since Bar Hill began, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank him on behalf of all of us for the work he has done for this village over that time.

Thanks also go to our Vice-Chair, Sue Jenkins, Mike Duce, Chairman of the Environment Committee and again to Sue Jenkins, Chair of the Planning Committee.  Thanks go also to my colleagues on the Council who has again worked extremely hard on your behalf.  Leigh Baffa, our Clerk, continues to work hard on behalf of all residents.  Apart from her day to day running of the office she represents the Council on various groups, which are also working to try to keep Bar Hill a pleasant and safe place to live and work.

Questions were then put forward by the following.

Question by M Boughton-Fox.  Wheel clamping and yellow lines had been a proposal put forward for deterring large vehicles in Viking Way and he wanted to know what further development had been made?

Answer.  MS replied that yellow lines have still not been written of as an option and if the road narrowing does not improve matters then this will be looked at again.

Statement made by C Marsh.  With the privatisation of the Dental Practice she called them to ask if people on tax credit still get free treatment and she was told this was still the case.  

Statement made by B Burrage.  He has given several addresses to the Parish Clerk for alternative NHS dental surgeries taking on new patients.  He also thanked the Parish Council for the new signs in Viking Way.  These have made a difference.

5.0 REPORT BY THE PARISH CLERK – MRS LEIGH BAFFA

The Chairperson has covered most of the main events that have happened in Bar Hill over the past year.  The new Parish Council Office has now been open for a year and all is going well.

Llian, our new PCSO has now started in the village and is using the Parish Council Office as her base.  Hopefully this will be a relationship between the Parish Council and Police that will benefit the village.

I have had many compliments from residents coming in to say how good the hedging around the village looks, after much extensive cutting back over the winter months.

The stream problems have now settled down since the work was done last year, although we are now looking to reinforce the banks, with a little help from South Cambridgeshire District Council, who have been a mind of information for us that are less than knowledgeable on matters of the environment.

The Skateboard Park is just about to undergo resurfacing of the concrete and new bins will be added once this work has been done.  Unfortunately we have had some criminal damage at the Park, whereby youths set fire to one of the shelters, but I have it on good authority that the youths responsible were not from the village and I have asked the young people to be vigilant when at the Park.

Our Grass Cutting contractor, Dave Stevens has now started on this seasons cutting and everything looks good because of the dry winter we have experienced.

PC Kevin Misik, with agreement from the Environment Committee has organized for the Probation Service to come and landscape the area outside the Library.  The mound will be flattened and the Primary School has been asked to design the area by entering a competition.  Once the competition has been won the winning entry will be put into practice and the Residents Association have kindly donated £150 towards the shrubs and plants.

New dog bins are sitting in my office waiting to be installed around the perimeter road (on the new footpaths) for the benefit of dog walkers and hopefully this should be done in the next couple of weeks.

New signs have now been erected in Viking Way to deter large HGV’s parking on this road and blocking access to areas such as Hanover Housing and the Health Centre.  We are also in the process of getting traffic calming measure put into place by narrowing the road to make it impossible for large HG ‘s to turn or park in this road.

The Parish Council, Church and youth groups have been in talks over the last few months about the possibility of improving youth facilities in the village and this is ticking along nicely.  Once more information is to hand there will be a pierce in the Bar Hill News.

I am in the office from Monday to Friday from 9am to 4pm, opening to the public between 10.00 and 12.00 each day and I am located in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close.  Occasionally I am requested to go out on site visits or to off-site meetings, but I am still available by answerphone. 

Finally, I would like to thank Margaret and the other Parish Councillors for all their help during the last year; they all work extremely hard on behalf of the Village and are very active behind the scenes.   Hopefully the forthcoming year will bring about many good things that the village can be proud of.    

Questions were then put forward by the following.

Question by P Stimpson.  Will the Grass Cutter be able to change the grass-cutting day for the village green, as they would prefer the grass to be cut on Fridays (before the Sunday Cricket)?

Answer.  The Clerk has spoken with the grass cutter and this will be done once the football season has come to an end.

7.0 REPORT BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
Allotment Society – No Report Given

Ecumenical Church – Rev Gary Renison
The past twelve months at Bar Hill Church have been busy, full and hugely enjoyable. In addition to our usual worship and pastoral activities, there have been a number of special projects and activities, just two of which I want to record here. 
To begin with, the international dimension of the life of the Christian Church has been very particular part of our focus. Ordinarily we support in prayer and financially a number of missionaries and mission organisations. This year we were able to include two noteworthy additions to our ordinary programme.

In May 2004 we were privileged to host Lord Ian McColl for a special service and lunch at which he spoke about the work of Mercy Ships. Lord McColl, a renowned surgeon and Government advisor, is instrumental in the work of the Mercy Ships – floating operating theatres which dock in the ports of some of the most needy parts of the world and perform life saving and life enhancing surgery on those who queue at the quayside. His sermon and lunchtime presentation were deeply moving and as a church we were glad to be able to support their work. One result of the visit was that a facial surgeon from our congregation, who moved to Saffron Walden last summer, spent some weeks operating on board one of the ships over this Easter period. 
In addition, Sarah Lewney, a much-loved teenager from the community and a committed member of the church, went with the Baptist Missionary Society (BMS) to work for six months in Sri Lanka. She was there at the time of the terrible Tsunami, and was able to take part in relief work alongside the work she was doing with children and local churches. Again as a church we supported Sarah in a number of ways, and are hosting her and the team she worked with this very week as they share their experiences in our community and beyond. Another young person from our congregation, my daughter Jessica, will be going to India in the summer to undertake a short term placement working with street children in Calcutta, again with BMS.
The second matter I want to draw attention to is work amongst young people. As a church this is something to which we are deeply committed. We had our greatest number of teenage confirmation candidates in November (seven) and took our largest number of young people away for a residential weekend (twenty). We are currently actively promoting with other community stakeholders the provision of a full-time youth worker for our village. Though we suffer more than many from acts of vandalism and anti-social behaviour our focus remains that of engagement rather than confrontation, as the youth worker demonstrates. This is slow and unglamorous work, but is ultimately most likely to bring about the results we all want to see achieved. 
Finally, it is with mixed feelings that I report that I will be leaving Bar Hill in the summer to move with my family to a new and very different parish in Liverpool. We will have been here for exactly ten years when we move and have put down roots which are difficult to pull up. Before God, however, we believe this is the right next step for us, and trust that as He has called us so he will provide for us. Our testimony so far is to His unfailing love, a love we have experienced in measure here. We have no doubts that He will go before us as we make our move north, and will go before the church as the process begins of calling a new Minister to serve this community. 
Colts Football Club – Report given by Paul Prime

The Football Club continues to be strong, vibrant and successful. We have over 200 boys and girls registered to play ranging from Under 6s to Under17s.

Our under 15 boys team are the current holders of the Frank Moden Memorial Cup. The team were selected and invited to compete for the trophy by the Cambridge & District Colts League having been recognised for having had a very good couple of seasons but without actually winning a trophy.

Our Under 12 girls’ team is having a successful league season and has won through to a cup final to be played on 14 May at Cambridge City stadium on Milton Road.

A couple of our other teams are having very good seasons to date and will hopefully secure promotion in the remaining weeks of the season.

On a sadder note, we did lose one of our under16 teams at the beginning of the season. Due to the pressure of number of teams against adult size pitch availability this team had to relocate to Longstanton and register as Longstanton Lions.

Although served well by the village green and the school pitch, we do require additional pitches (primarily for the older teams), which is the reason we have given our support to the proposed new development on the west side of the village by Atkins Property Developments Ltd.

The Club is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year and is holding a celebration fun-day on the school field on 16 July

Cricket Club – Report Given By Paul Stimpson

It has been an exciting year for Bar Hill Cricket Club with several new initiatives and a growing membership.

The 2004 season saw the first team finish in third place in the Cambridgeshire Cricket Association junior league division 2NB, pipped for second place by one point in the final game of the season. 

In the cup, although we lost in the first round, the game was notable for a superb innings of 93 not out by Phil Walmsley, the pick of the individual performances during the season.

The junior teams continued to gain experience at under-14 and under-15 level, which bodes well for the future of the club. Special mention must go to Cameron Scott, who scored a fantastic 110 not out in an under-14 game against Granta. This will surely be the first of many centuries for Cameron, although Bar Hill will no longer be the ones to gain as he has gone on to join Granta, where he will benefit from playing at the higher standard his talent deserves.

The summer also saw the first 20-20 tournament on the village green, an event that was shaping up to be a great success until the weather intervened. It is intended to make the tournament an annual event and it takes place this year the day after the village fete.

July will also see the club undertake its first ever tour, with an intrepid band of players travelling to Torquay to play four fixtures. This is an eagerly anticipated event among club members.

Successful fixtures were played against the Wrinklies, the Social Club and the church, games, which we hope, will continue for many years to come.   Hopefully the new vicar will score a few more runs than Gary, who sadly failed to trouble the scorers again last season!

Off the pitch, we are indebted to support from Bar Hill Sports and Social Club, the Residents’ Association, Village Hall Management Committee and Andy’s Kars for help and sponsorship they have provided. Finances are always a thorny issue for village clubs and their support is much appreciated. Any future help would also by most gratefully received.

We look forward to the redevelopment of the social club in the near future and hope we can also continue to develop.  Concerns do exist over incidents of vandalism of the cricket pitch and over the state of the village green, but we feel the future is positive.
  

8 O’clock Club – Report Given by Mrs Barbara Page

The 8 o’clock club meets once a month on a Thursday evening in the school.  We are not affiliated to any other organisation and we are therefore able to keep fees at a minimum.  Currently £5 per year.

We have had a varied programme this year with speakers from The Blue Cross, a very interesting talk about Champagne with several samples, The world of miniatures which involves miniatures being made from all sorts of material which is the hobby of a lady who lives in Histon and well worth listening to.  A physiotherapist visited and spoke to us about preventing back problems.  We then had a speaker from Barrington quarry who explained about the workings of the quarry and the different types of fossils that have been found there during excavations.

In June we had a mystery tour to The Swiss gardens at Old Walden in Biggleswade, which is a very magical place and we followed this with a pub meal.  Our Christmas meal was once again at the Bourn golf club where the food is always good.  36 members enrolled this year and 34 attended our 32nd Birthday party in March this year.

Farmhouse Youth Club – Report Given By Tracy Grant

It has not been a very easy ride since taking over the Farmhouse.  They are looking at extra funding to open a further 2 nights a week.  The main members are predominantly boys and they would like to have a special evening for girls only.  Lots of events are happening but there has been a backlash since Jeanette left the Farmhouse.  They still have Jane as a co-worker and Lorraine Silk is a voluntary worker and her daughter Natasha also comes to help during the week.

They took the young people go-karting last autumn and 25 turned up for the event.  For Christmas they went to Activity World and 30 young people came on this trip.

The interior has now been painted as a fresh start for the New Year.  They have also started to charge 50p for entrance every session and the last two sessions every month are free of charge so the lower income youngsters can attend.  There is a graffiti project on the upstairs of the building.

They will be having talks over the next few months, one of which is Drink Sense and they have also been asked to design a credit card to promote saying no to drugs.  Kevin Misik will also be coming to do personal safety sessions with the young people.  In July they will be visiting Planet Ice in Peterborough and they have a quiz night coming up.

Football Club – Report Given by Alan Hewings

I am pleased to report that the Football Club has had a reasonably successful season.

The 1st team, in their first season back in the Cambridge Sunday League Senior Division, was well placed to win the league.  However, a mixture of injuries and suspensions after Christmas resulted in a poor run of results.  With two games still to play they could end their season in 3rd place in the league, a very creditable performance.

Having won promotion last year, the Reserve team is well placed for a repeat performance.  Currently lying third in Division 3A, victory in the final game on 1st May 2005 will secure promotion again.  This team has also been successful in their League and Millennium Cup campaigns.  A narrow 2-1 Semi-final defeat ended the League Cup run, and only last weekend they lost 2-0 in the Millennium Cup final.

We continue to encourage footballers that live or have lived in the Village to register for our teams.  Of the current 49 players, 35 fall into these categories.  It is also pleasing to report that our links to Bar Hill Colts FC continue and that we have again this season been able to accommodate players moving from youth to senior football.

Running a local football club requires considerable financial backing.   We continue to raise funds through fund raising events (Race Nights, Scratch Cards etc) but also are very grateful to our sponsors, Camtronics, Iain Martin Builders, DHL and Bar Hill Sports & Social Club.  A thank you also goes to Bar Hill Parish Council and the Village Hall Management Committee, who continue to work with us to ensure that we maintain good standard of facilities in the village.

Whilst much of our Fund Raising is necessary for the running of the Football Club, we also believe that we have a role to play in helping local charities.  Annually, on August Bank Holiday Sunday, we organise a Charity match between the current teams’ and a team comprising of Bar Hill FC veterans.  Over £250 was raising at this season’s fixture and presented to Premrose, a charity that raises funds for the Premature Baby Unit at the Rosie Maternity Hospital.

In summary, the Football Club continues to be a vibrant organisation within the Village, presenting opportunities for many of the Residents to enjoy sport, either as players or spectators.  Once again, I thank all of our supporters and our sponsors for enabling this to continue.

Football Project – Report given by Paul Thorby
The facility has now been opened for three seasons of football training. The facility is owned by the Parish Council, operated by a Management Committee with representatives from village clubs and organisations and run on a day-to-day basis by the Bar Hill Colts FC.

 

The facility has been well used this season with the Colts being the main hirer. The adult 5-a-side league is well established with over 100 adults are registered to play football every week. There are two free after school sessions supervised by volunteer parents with about 20 children playing each time. The Cambs FA have run girl's football sessions on a Monday and South Cambs are running some girl's football sessions in preparation for the Heart of the East youth games.

 

The hockey club continues to be a great success with two junior coaching sessions and a ladies / adult youth session - all the sessions have waiting lists. During last summer bowlers used the pitch for regular weekly sessions. The school uses the facility for some PE lessons. The cricket club and the school are currently using the facility for cricket coaching. Casual bookings are increasing and it is possible to book the facility for village groups or parties at very reasonable rates.

The only down side this season has been the anti-social behaviour experienced including unauthorised use of the pitch and vandalism. The Police are aware of the problem and are taking action.

 

The Bar Hill Football Project Management Committee uses the services of two groundsmen to maintain the quality of the surface. We have exceeded the criteria in both our development and business plan and have a significant amount of money set aside for resurfacing in the future. There are still requests for a bigger pitch!! Both the Cambs FA and South Cambs use us as a template for other projects in both design and management. Pictures of the facility are used in the FA's guidance notes for the design of multi use games areas. 

 

Thanks to everyone who has supported such a great village asset.

Guides – Report Given by Claire Cook

During the last year, Bar Hill District packs have been busy providing a large variety of activities to the Rainbows, Brownies and Guides in the village.

At District level we went on a very enjoyable day out to Gulliver’s Land and have attended Church parades and Remembrance Day and carol services at the local church.  We also had a very enjoyable Thinking Day Event which included penny rolling.  This was attended by all units.  We joined with Over District for a Division outing to the pantomime at Peterborough.

Rainbows have started on their Rainbow Roundabout and are very much enjoying the new programme.  They completed their Mr Men Challenge – one pack did a marathon of songs and games and one pack did 24 mini Olympic activities.  They have been on walks and played games and have been preparing for their forthcoming Rainbow Sleepover.  One Rainbow Guider has already gained her brownie pack holiday licence and another will be doing hers in a few months time.  They have also both had pots of gold parties for girls going up to Brownies.

Brownie packs have been busy on their Brownie Adventure – activities have included team building, bead making and making bird feeders.  Both packs go swimming every term and work on a variety of badges.  They have done treasure hunts and raised money for Walks for the World and visited Milton Country Park.  Between them, they have been on pack holiday 3 times over the past year and pack holidays are already planned for the future.  They have been on their annual cycle ride to Dry Drayton where they have a picnic tea and play games and have been stargazing, worked on their deaf awareness badge and had Halloween, Red Indian and Indian theme nights.

Guides are small but we are slowly increasing in numbers with a number of girls due to come up to guides in September.  Over the past year, they have been busy doing crafts and have also visited Radio Cambridgeshire as part of the Lights, Camera Action Go for It.  They have also done their Chocolate and their Party Planner Go For Its and also raised money for Walks for the World by walking round the sites of Cambridge.  They have also had their annual barbeque and had a quiz night.  Four guides were enrolled on the outing to Gulliver’s Land.

Wendy Arrowsmith is retiring as Guide Guider in July and we thank her for all her hard work over the years.  She will be continuing as Great Ouse Division Commissioner.  We are still badly in need for leaders for all sections.  Existing leaders are split several ways to provide cover and safer adult: child ratios at all units.  I would like to thank them for their support and flexibility.

Happy Hours Senior Citizens Club –– Report Given By Mr Sid Hunt

It has been another successful year for the club with our numbers remaining around 80 and our average weekly attendance of 61 members – very pleasing to the committee.  The 12-committee members (5 men and 7 ladies) are very dedicated and do a wonderful job to make sure everything runs smoothly.

There have been several outings to seaside and places of interest.  The fact that members are getting older and unable to walk about as they would like means that numbers for these outings become low.  About 30 members enjoyed the two five day and one three-day holidays arranged.

The AGM was held in November, as was the Birthday party when we were pleased to have the company of Rev Gary Renison and Claire Thorby.  We were entertained by members of the committee who put on a Cinderella sketch causing much laughter and enjoyment.  

In December around 70 members enjoyed Christmas lunch at the Moat House hotel followed by a free raffle and community singing.

During the year the Club have given almost £500 to various charities through raffles held – the latest being £56 for Dr Ranasinghe’s Tsunami fund.  We have had various speakers during the year including a demonstration of circle dance and are arranging to make “keep fit” exercises a regular thing.

Little Acorns – Report given by Sally Gedny

Little Acorns Pre-School has had a very busy year.  All of our sessions are now held in the church centre and we Thank Gary and Claire for all their cooperation and support over the past year.

 

We currently have 10 sessions open per week, which is every morning and afternoon, and lunch club, every day.  We also currently have 2 mini -acorns sessions per week, which are held, alongside our main sessions, next door in the Octagon, and are especially for our very youngest children.

 

Also we have just started a drop in session called ' squirrels; which is open to all parents and carers with children under 5.The sessions are led by Janine and once a month the activities have a musical slant. We have a well-stocked library of books on a wide range of parenting and child rearing subjects, which are available to be borrowed by those who attend squirrels. We have also introduced a pass scheme, which enables all Bar Hill child minders to come along free of charge, and this initiative has been warmly received.

 

We currently have 50 children attending Little Acorns and all of our sessions are full. This year we have 3 families who are receiving free places on our 'places for all policy'.  We look forward to another year and the challenges which working in an Early Years setting brings!!

 
National Women’s Register - Report Given By Jennifer O’Dell

The National Women’s Register continues to flourish with about 16 members who meet in each other’s houses; usually about 9/10 people attend each meeting.  One of the highlights of the year is the Treasure Trail held in October, this is basically a telephone quiz based on a theme, there are 20 clues and the first one is given to the group, when the clue is solved you ring the number given, see if the answer is correct and get the next clue.  Clue holders are based around the country and you get a feel of the national nature of the organisation on this particular night.  Although this is always popular with our group only 7 turned up this year as just as we were setting out it started to snow although it had cleared by the end of the evening it put many members off venturing out.

Some of the other events we enjoyed were reviewing teenage magazines, a talk about Fair Trade goods (with examples), a talk from a group member on nutrition and debates where we talk for two minutes on an unknown subject.  We have had two meetings this year based on old photographs but with different themes, at one meeting we brought old photographs of our families and talked about family trees and what some of us have discovered when tracing our family tree and at the other meeting we had an expert come to talk about dating old photographs both meetings were very interesting.  We have also make visits to other groups in the area particularly Milton and Elsworth and some of us also attended a day long area meeting held at St Ives where we met other local groups and discussed what activities we all like best and had a talk from a national representative as well as having a meal to which everyone contributed a dish.

We always have a couple of purely social events during the year a visit to a local pub in summer and a Christmas Social usually held at the end of January or beginning of February.  Husbands/partners are invited to the Christmas Social and this year the theme was the Chinese New Year, we had starters (with chopsticks) at one members’ house and moved on to another house where we had a Chinese meal, which was enjoyed by everyone.

I always find the NWR evening thoughtful, fun and enjoyable and it is a good way to get to know other people in the village if you are a newcomer.  As we meet in each others houses you probably get to know the other members more easily than in a more formal setting.  However, nearly all the members are in the older age group, the youngest is about 50, this is apparently true of most groups in the country according to the representative we had at the area meeting but it would be good to get some younger members interested and buck the national trend.

Neighbourhood Watch – No Report Given

Bar Hill Parent Teachers Association Report – Given by Deborah Bacon
We have approximately 20 members consisting of parents of children at Bar Hill School, teacher representatives and Mrs Whyte the head teacher.  The aim of the PTA is to raise funds for the school, which will enable them to buy equipment to benefit our children.

We meet once a month.  At the beginning of the year we plan out which fundraising events we will hold and set a target for how much we aim to raise.  This years target is £6000.  To help achieve this we have produced individual targets for each event.

Those events we have already held include:

· Ice skating

· General knowledge quiz

· Christmas and Easter raffles

· Easter colouring competition

· End of term discos; and

· Coasters

Last year we organised a Salsa evening at The Fox, which raised £1250, due to its great success, we hope to repeat this evening again.

Mrs Whyte, with the help of other teachers, lead us (the PTA) on what equipment the school requires and the cost of the equipment.  This year we made £5000 worth of funds available to purchase interactive white boards for each classroom and £900 went towards Audio equipment.

Forthcoming events include a tabletop sale on Saturday 21st May and plant sale.  Our main fundraising event each year is the School Fun Day, this involves all the children running class stalls, we have a bar and BBQ, go carts, entertainment and much more.  This will take place on Friday 17 June from 3.15 pm until 8.00 pm on the School playing field.

When possible we advertise in the Bar Hill News and all our events are open to anyone who wishes to attend from the Village or outside of the Village.

Parent & Toddler Group – Report given by Kirsten Goodfield

Firstly, please accept my apologies for not being present, but I had a prior engagement.

Toddler Group continues to go from strength to strength.  The commitment of our two supervisors Jo Hall and Emma Pell and committee members have ensured that numbers have gradually risen over the past year and sessions are now busy and I would like to thank them for their support.

We have had several successful fundraisers over the year; at Christmas and Easter the committee donated seasonal items to make a hamper, which was then raffled.  We have also hosted two well-attended Bingo nights, which were great fun and raised a lot of money for the children.  We treated the children to a Christmas party on the last day of term and will be doing the same at the end of the summer.

We continue to provide ‘Play days’ through the school holidays allowing children to bring their parents along to have some fun; these are especially appreciated during the long summer holiday!

Forthcoming events are a stall at the Village Fete, possibly another Bingo night and Summer Paydays.

Playstation – Report given by Patsie Ostler

We are now in our sixth year and still offer high quality childcare, for children aged 4-14 years, both in term-time and school holidays.  The children can choose from a wide variety of crafts, activities, and games and lots more.  We have a team of dedicated staff who have all undergone extensive training and are continuously updating this, four members of staff have NVQ’s in Play work Level 2 or 3 and another is currently training.  We are also all trained in child protection and first aid.  Our Ofsted inspection awarded us with the highest grade, of which we are very proud.

Over the last year we have visited, The National Space Centre, Cadbury’s World and Woburn Abbey and have had the Reptile Experience visit us, these were all great fun.

Pre-School Playgroup – No Report Given

Residents Association – Report Given by Roger Hall

2004 was a very successful year for the Residents’ Association. As in previous years, its activities revolved around the publication of the Bar Hill News, the Village Fete and the Firework Display. 

The Bar Hill News has continued to be published more or less on time each month. Its editor, Martin Avery, has done wonders in squeezing the amount of material in the space available. He and the advertising editor, Bunty Waters, are constantly under pressure to include more advertising – it is a mark of the success of the Bar Hill News that advertisers clamour to be in it. Thirty pages (15 sheets of paper) is the maximum that can be accommodated with the present production process. Expanding it to forty pages – the next viable number – would necessitate its going out to an outside printer, which would add considerably to the cost and a disproportionate amount of advertising to pay for it.  The Bar Hill News is now being sent to the Cambridge News, and local radio stations. As a result, I recorded an interview for Radio Cambridgeshire on – you’ve guessed it, Tesco trolleys.

The Village Fete goes from strength to strength. Despite the uncertain weather, that of 2004 was one of the most successful in the thirty years of its existence. The ‘theme’ aspect continues, and, on this occasion, it was one of the Emerald Isle – fears that this would lead to problems of a sectarian nature were unfounded, having been dismissed previously by your Committee. Ultimately, it is planned that the Bar Hill Fete will rival that at Over, and, in achieving this, it is necessary that other village organisations play an active part. You will hear soon how this is being done with regard to the 2005 fete– as for myself, I will be looking closely at the weather forecasts and holding my breath for a week or so before the day of the fete. Without the dedication of the Fete Sub-Committee under the chairmanship of Raja Iyer on an all-year-round basis none of this would have been possible.

The Firework Display, without Guy Fawkes and a bonfire, continues to hold its own, and the credit for this must go to Martin Avery without whose expertise it would not have been possible. At times, doubts as to whether it should continue have surfaced, with the attraction of the massive display in Cambridge and the increasing number of regulations being mentioned. Despite the former, however, attendances at the Display continue to grow, and a ‘charity bucket collection’, which, we hope, will be a regular feature of the Firework Display, raised £475 for the Air Ambulance Service.

‘Youth’ in the village, particularly on Friday and Saturday evenings, causes concern. I have been the Residents’ Association’s representative on the Youth Action Working Group which aims to reach out to ‘hard to-reach’ young people, 

Bar Hill’s Website is out of date, not least the Residents’ Association ‘link’. With the valuable assistance of Mike Brett, the Webmaster, the committee decided to create an improved site and to encourage village organisations to keep their links up to date, and others to feature on it.  I would ask everybody to take a look at the website – www.barhill.org.uk - to find out how they can contribute to it. Leigh Baffa has agreed to take over from Mike Brett as Webmaster – or should I say, webmistress- shortly? A link to local advertisers has been created on the website for those businesses, including mine, whose advertisements cannot be fitted into the Bar Hill News.

Tesco’s is a subject that involves us all. Bunty Waters (wearing the triple hat as a Residents’ Association Committee member, Parish Councillor and District Councillor) myself (wearing the double hat as Residents’ Association chairman and District Councillor) and the Parish Clerk have recently had the first of what we hope will be quarterly meetings with the store manager. Two main items were on the agenda: the changes to the store, which are now in evidence and trolleys and rubbish. 

The magnetic strip around the Tesco site, it was maintained, has been repaired, and residents were asked not to lift their trolleys over it, and then not to return them. Taking the trolleys outside the site and leaving them there is theft! Rubbish – surface collecting and deep clean – is now being collected on a regular basis. Tesco’s believe that they do what they can to keep the village tidy, that residents are often guilty of dropping rubbish and loosely discarding it.

With regards to trolleys, the reason we were told why a coin-in-the slot system could not be introduced was purely economic. It is more expensive to fit and maintain these than replacing the number of £60-00 trolleys that are damaged or which disappear. Also, the manager maintained, the assertion is true that certain ‘yobs’ sometimes push customers out of the way so as to retrieve pound coins. This has been the case elsewhere where stores are situated in town and village centres.  He went on to mention the high level of anti-social behaviour, vandalism and violence experienced by the store on Friday and Saturday evenings. The frequency and extent of this shocked us. It is almost entirely perpetrated by ‘yobs’ coming into Bar Hill from outside - young people living in Bar Hill generally cause the store little trouble. Tesco’s have stamped down on the purchase of alcohol intended for re-sale to under-age drinkers; now this is being brought into the village from outside. Bar Hill constantly has its image tarnished because of this. It is up to us residents to repudiate the misleading articles about the village, which constantly appear in the local press. Another meeting will take place shortly.

Questions were then put forward by the following.

Statement made by M Boughton-Fox.  He quoted a piece from the leaflet produced by Atkins for the possible new development and he was disappointed to see that the Chair of the Residents Association had agreed to be quoted on this leaflet. 

Answer.  R Hall feels that there is too little small development taking place in villages around South Cambridgeshire and this will give us the possibility of low cost housing. 

Royal British Legion – Report Given By T Shubotham
Our membership now stands at 31 and we have a monthly meeting with an average attendance of about 18 members.  In May we presented Certificates of long service to 3 of them.

Our branch is part of a group of surrounding villages and we meet together quarterly for comradeship and a guest speaker.  Last June for example an American Air Force Officer from Mildenhall gave us an inside view of life in the Special Services Unit.  Our Branch Standard was paraded at Duxford in June for the D Day commemoration service.

During the year we had a stall at the village fete, a summer BBQ, a fish and chip supper, an outing to a band concert in St Neots and in September we had an enjoyable holiday in Clintonville.

Our busy time comes in November when along with other supporters we man a stall outside Tescos and use any other means we can to persuade people to part with their money in aid of our Poppy Appeal.  This year we raised £4658 and we plan to do better next time.  The New Year party was held in the Octagon in January and a good time was had by all.

Six members attended County Conference in January at Cottenham at which we were presented with a certificate as runners up in the Guatery Trophy which is given each year for the highest amount of money collected for Poppy appeal per head of membership.

We are all getting older and with no new young members coming forward I am afraid our days as a viable organisation may well be numbered, I hope I am proved wrong.

Anyone who has the aims of the legion at heart is welcome to join us.  Just come along to one of our meetings fourth Thursday each month at 7.30 pm.  Venue uncertain during Village Hall refurbishment but see Bar Hill News for up to date details.

School Governors – Report given by J Reynolds

The governors of a school are a group of volunteers who work with the Head Teacher and the other staff to ensure that the pupils receive the best possible education. 

The governors:

· Provide a strategic view of where the school is heading.

· Act as a ‘critical friend’ to the school.

· Hold the school to account for educational standards it achieves and the quality of education it provides.

Governors do not:

· Manage the school on a day-to-day basis.

· Provide specific guidance on teaching.

· Support the school so much that they cannot identify possible improvements.

Each year, the governing body is required by law to produce an annual report. If you would like to see the full report this can be obtained from the school office or downloaded from the school web site: http://www.barhillschool.co.uk In addition we have produced this summary document, which all parents will receive.

A very successful year!
· Pupils raise £1,130 for tsunami appeal.

· Awarded the NAACE mark for ICT.

· Awarded the Quality Mark – recognition of the high standard of teaching and learning.

· Awarded the British Council’s International Award for the second time. 

· Successful with our Parents as Partners project and were awarded a grant to develop this area.

· We hope to gain the Healthy Schools Award by July 2005.

Performance remains in the top 25% of schools nationally!  For the year ending July 2004:

· For all subjects assessed, Bar Hill Primary School is in the top 25% of schools nationally, based on pupil’s progress since Key Stage 1.

· Key Stage 2 results are in line with the targets set and are better than national averages.

· The value added measure (a measure of the progress made since KS1) shows that Bar Hill is above the national average in increasing pupil attainment.

· Bar Hill Primary School is in the top 25% of schools nationally in pupils achieving Level 5 in maths and science and in line with national attainment

· Key Stage 1 performance of all pupils in reading is in the top 25% of schools nationally and in the top 40% in writing.
Success in implementing the Special educational needs policy

The governing body has a particular responsibility for ensuring appropriate provision for children with special educational needs (SEN)

The school continues to be highly successful in implementing its SEN policy, ensuring that the principle of inclusivity outlined in the school mission statement is put into practice effectively. During 2003/04 the school has continued to increase the involvement of children with special educational needs in the development of approaches to meet those needs. 

Provision for disabled pupils

The school is well equipped to meet the needs of disabled pupils. By operating an equal opportunities admission policy, we will admit any disabled pupils with the appropriate support from the LEA. All disabled pupils are entitled to receive the full National Curriculum, and the school is committed to ensuring that this entitlement is delivered effectively. During the course of 2003/04, the school made substantial progress in ensuring that disabled pupils are treated no less favourably than other pupils
Progress following Ofsted

The Ofsted action plan has been fully addressed. However, aspects of it continue to be reflected in the School Improvement Plan:

· Continued rising of standards in Key Stage 1 teaching to the good quality in the rest of the school.
· Raising of standards in mathematics in both Key Stages.

The safety of your child is paramount

The school operates strict security procedures that includes the locking and unlocking of gates and doors during the school day. The main entrance door is also secured during the day and accessed via the use of a swipe card. Visitor access is only allowed at the discretion of the office staff. A CCTV system is run 24 hours a day with tapes regularly rotated to provide a buffer for any discovered security breaches.
Staff development
The governors are committed to ensuring that all our staff has the opportunity to participate in training and professional development so as to maintain and further improve the standards and quality of teaching and learning.
Living within a budget

The budget for the school that we have run during 2003/04 continues to reflect one of the lowest education spends per pupil by a county council in the UK. The inequalities in local authority spending still mean that Cambridgeshire’s spend per pupil remains lower than many of its neighbouring counties. Whilst central government has passed on additional funding, Cambridgeshire has been restricted by the use of ceilings that prevent the full funding from being available.

Overall pupil numbers remain projected to reduce over the next five-years. With current funding closely linked to pupil numbers we are likely to see an on-going reduction in our overall level of funding during the foreseeable future.

The governors are committed to making the available funds stretch as far as possible, maximizing the quality of education provided and meeting the individual needs of all our pupils and staff. Balancing the needs and rights of pupils and staff will be a key challenge in the coming years, and one that the governors are fully prepared to meet.
The governors would like to thank the PTA for its continuing support to the school. The contribution that the PTA makes to the school’s income is particularly appreciated. While the opportunity to socialise at PTA events is an important aspect of their hard work, the income that is generated is essential to balance the budget each year!

On behalf of the governors, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your ongoing support. I am confident that the school will continue to embrace the exciting developments of the future, providing a broad, balanced and challenging education for all its pupils.

Scout Group – No Report Given
Sunshine and Playstation Activity Rooms for Children – Report by Patsie Ostler

SPARC is the umbrella committee that runs the building that houses The Sunshine Pre-School and The Play Station (Bar Hill Out of School Club).  The building is also available for hire, from people in the community e.g. parties, meetings etc.

The building continues to work well for all of its users and is standing up to this very well and we have had several new users over recent months.  I’d like to thank the committee who has all worked very well together with fundraising events e.g. Village Fete and Our Christmas Gift Event.

We seem to have a problem at the moment with vandalism, which has cost us a lot of money in repairs and closure of the Pre-School while repairs are carried out.

We would like to see lighting put along the road to the building, this road is also used by a lot of other people now that the road is linked with a footpath to Appletrees, especially the elderly.  In the winter it is quite dangerous as you cannot see the hump in the road and we get many complaints from parents of this.  We would also hope that this would also offer better security for both the farmhouse and ourselves.

Sports and Social Club – Report Given by Bob Wells

I am making this report shorter than normal for 2 reasons.  Firstly, I am struggling to find new things to tell you after 5 years as chairman.  Secondly, the past is important but the future is essential.

We have continued to trade well with over 800 members mostly from on the village. Donations made to local causes again totalled nearly £2200 donations as diverse as happy hours to young footballers going abroad for a football tournament. We pride ourselves on this commitment to our village. Very few businesses give as much to the village as the bar hill sports and social club.

Our main concern now and for some time is the refurbishment of this building, or lack of it.  We are currently in disagreement with the village hall management committee on the way forward but I hope that things will start to come together soon.  No promises though! 

This project is a village project and must be seen as that.  This village desperately needs a refurbished village hall.  A village hall that we are all proud to use and bar hill sports and social club want to part of it.  I hope we can be in the future.

I would like to finish by thanking the parish council for their continued support of this village project.  Thank you.  

Sunshine Pre-School Playgroup – Report Given By Belinda Knott

Madam chairman, ladies and gentlemen, thank you for inviting us to give this report.

In September 2004 the Sunshine Pre-school was awarded an excellent OFSTED report including an aspect of ‘Outstanding practice in special needs’ which we are very proud of.  Our dedicated staff has worked extremely hard to create a safe, happy and sociable environment for all children that attend, making their first contact on the ladder of education a fun step.

Our numbers are increasing at a very steady rate.  We now take children from two years of age and this is proving very popular.  The staff at Sunshine is always striving towards excellence and our latest achievement has been from Tina Eales who has completed the first module of the diploma in Pre-school practice, which she hopes, will be completed in September 2005.

Our Sunbeams session, which run on Monday afternoons is for our tiny ones (birth upwards).  This allows the children and carers to become familiar with the surroundings before starting Sunshine.

In November 2004 play leaders, staff and committee members joined together on a ‘Marathon Walk’ around Bar Hill.  We raised £2000 of which £1000 went to our chosen charity.  I would like to thank everybody who supported us with that fundraising event.  It was enormous fun although very hard work.

In December, parents, Grandparents and carers came to watch their little ones in a wonderful production of the ‘Nativity story’.  Thanks to our staff the setting was complete with large amounts of straw strewn throughout Sunshine.  Sunny Ray, our mascot bear, played lead role as baby Jesus.  All that was missing from this delightful scene was a real donkey... maybe next year!

In the early part of this year we became the victims of repeated acts of vandalism, small things are first, although potentially very dangerous.  Then our phone lines were ripped out and our water was turned off due to the vandalism.  Sunshine therefore was closed for the day causing great inconvenience to parents and expense to us.  The Police, although slow at first, have now given us their full support and we thank them.

Our discos that we hold at the end of each month raise enough money for us to take the children on two trips within the year.  We have just been on our first trip, which was to Wimpole Hall Farm to see the lambs.  It was a terrific day with the sun shining making it very special.  The other trip will be in September to Hamerton Zoo Park.

I would like to end by thanking the community in and around Bar Hill for your support in all we try to achieve.  We are a charity run Pre-School and all our endeavours are always met with enthusiasm and the highest of standards to achieve a Pre-School to be proud of.

Table Tennis Club – No Report Given

Tennis Club – Report Given By Ray Livingstone

Bar Hill Tennis Club continued to have a successful season last year. There was a slight increase in the number of members (54; 33 adults, 21 juniors) from the previous year (52).

There was a good turnout at both the club social nights (mixed doubles) on Tuesday & Thursday Evenings and the junior coaching on Wednesday evenings. The Bar Hill primary school was encouraged to use our courts and we hired them out to them free of charge on Wednesday & Thursday Afternoons.

The courts were opened to the public during the Wimbledon fortnight and this tradition will continue this year. This coincides with the annual Bar Hill fête.

The club entered teams in the Gents & Mixed Cambridge Summer Leagues. Both teams did well; the Gents team finished 4th in their division and the mixed team finished 5th, a commendable position given that this was their first season in the leagues. A friendly match was also organised against Longstanton for those members who did not play in the league matches and this was won by Bar Hill. A re-match is scheduled for this coming season. 

The club is now working hard to upgrade our facilities by re-surfacing and re-fencing the courts. The club is grateful for the Parish Council’s kind donation and the Resident’s Association at the time of writing has indicated that they should be able to make a financial contribution. The club is also in negotiations to secure funding from the South Cambridgeshire District Council and it is hoped that the work can commence before the end of 2005. It is essential this maintenance is carried out as soon as realistically possible as the playing surface has deteriorated markedly and the facility is not conducive to developing the skills of our Junior players and there is a real risk of injury to all players.

Under Ones – Report Given By Alwyn Keeves

Under Ones continue to meet in the Octagon each week in term time now on a Tuesday morning 10.00 am – 12.00 midday.  Numbers fluctuate, at the moment quite small on average 2 – 8.  There are now mothers who go back to work dropping the numbers.

Under Ones offers a place for mothers and babies from birth to a year where they can call in for tea and coffee and a chat and relax.  There are toys for babies and books available.  Fathers, grandparents and other carers are always welcome.  It is a place generally quieter than other mixed age groups.  It is a place for "Mums” to get to know others especially when it is a first time pregnancy.

Village Hall Management Committee – Report Given by Barry Taylor
As everybody can see, the Village Hall has still not started refurbishment.  However, we expect the starting date to be imminent. We have, along with the Sports & Social Club, been struggling to get the project within budget and indeed we will require extra funding from other sources.  Along with the Social Club, we have started discussions regarding an improved lease and rental agreement, which will be ready when the building is completed.

We have obviously lost more revenue from casual bookings this year but our hirers have assured us they will be back and the new facilities should be worth waiting for.

Finally, we would like to thank all our hirers for being so patient over this frustrating time with special thanks to Leigh and the Parish Council for their support.

8.0 REPORT BY CAMBRIDGESHIRE CONSTABULARY – PC Kevin Misik
Facts and figures.  Large report of crimes in the village over the past year but thee represent 807 crimes reported, although two thirds of these crimes were in the industrial area, Tesco and the Hotel and not the residential part of the village.  It is nice to be able to report there have been no dwelling burglaries in the village for over three years.

Llian Cole (our new PCSO) started working in the village at the beginning of March.  She will be based in the village although she is not solely a village resource and may be called to other areas.

The works outside the Library has now started and should improve the visual impact of the village.

He told the meeting that if a Tesco trolley sits outside your house this is classed as theft.  The Parish Council is doing their bit as far as trolleys are concerned and so is he, but the rest is down to the residents to keep the village tidy.

Questions were then put forward by the following.

Question by B Page.  What are the ongoing problems in the village at present?

Answer.  Main issues are anti-social behaviour, although not necessarily from the youth of the village.  Other young people are attracted to the village because of Tesco and the other major problem is vehicle crime.

Question by J Doland.  When he has walked about in the evening he has noticed a large number of youths outside the Fish & Chip Shop and definitely underage drinking is going on.  Want can be done about this?

Answer.  This has been a big problem in the past but the past few months have improved greatly.  He feels that having Llain walking the village will have a bigger impact on the youth of this village.

Question by P Griffin.  Does Llian work in the evenings, as many problems seem to arise after midnight?

Answer.  She will be working normal police shifts that do take into account evenings a d weekends.

9.0 REPORT BY DISTRICT COUNCILLOR - ROGER HALL

Madam Chairman.  At this time last year, I mentioned that there were challenging times ahead.  Since then, these challenges have emerged as major topics, and have taken up a lot of our time and attention during the last year.

The Cambridge Wind Farm – of sixteen turbines a hundred metres high between the villages of Boxworth and Conington – did not make its debut until a few weeks after this meeting last year.  Its rejection earlier this month by the District Council’s Development and Conservation Control Committee by a unanimous vote was undoubtedly a great success for local democracy.

My feeling from the outset was that there were too many turbines and the height would radically change the landscape.  Moreover, the re-routing of the A14 was a distinct unknown but vital factor.  I was confident that the developers would attempt to placate local opinion by reducing the number and height of the turbines.  This was not to be; in their eyes the concerns of local residents obviously did not matter, and their protests are dismissed as ‘nimbyism’.  With such an attitude, they may well appeal.  They have six months to do this; we must not rest on our laurels … yet.

The doubling of the District Council element in your Council Tax was a difficult decision.  It followed, however, three years when there had been no increase at all.  Until 2001, the Council was still adding to its balances by ‘prudent housekeeping’ (you’ve heard that phrase before), in other words, spending below budget.

At the insistence of external auditors, a decision was made to deplete these excess balances while not increasing and therefore reducing Council Tax in real terms.  Since then, £7 million have been taken from reserves, reducing the balances to an acceptable £5 million.

· Even with this year’s increase, South Cambridgeshire has set the fourth lowest Council Tax of any shire county district, £3 below the average of £143.

· It is still only 11% of your Council Tax bill

· Spending this year has been set at only 7% above that of last year.  This is only 1% above that subsequently set by the DPM’s office.

· The Government has, instead, demanded that £3.5 million should be deducted from the Council’s budget for 2005-06, a reduction of 24%, which would be the equivalent of making 115 employees redundant.  The Council has written a nine-page letter to the Deputy Prime Minister, emphasising that such a demand is untenable.

· South Cambridge receives only £18 per head of population from the Government in the Revenue Support Grant compared with £67 for Cambridge City, a difference of £5 million.

The Local Development Framework sets out the policies for the use of land in the district up to 2016 when it is expected that the population will have risen by 33%.  The provision for the building of 20,000 houses had to be made in the plan (which used to be called the ‘Local Plan’).  This envisages major development at Northstowe (between Oakington and Longstanton) and on the southern and eastern edges of Cambridge.  Half of these houses will be one or two bedroom, and a quarter each of three and four or five bedroom.

On average, one all-day meeting per week over the last two months has been held to create this framework which, as well as dealing with this huge urban development, has striven to preserve the Cambridge Green Belt the countryside and unique landscape structure of South Cambridgeshire.

In the framework, each village has been placed in one of the following categories:  Rural Centres, Limited Rural Settlements, Group Villages and Infill Villages.  Village.

I was instrumental in Bar Hill being classified as a Rural Centre.  This was against the officers’ recommendation, which believed that Northstowe would become the Rural Centre for the area.  Besides the A14 being a major physical barrier between Bar Hill and Northstowe.  Bar Hill, I maintained, was conceived as a rural centre to the villages south of the A14 and satisfy the four criteria of a rural centre – major retail and employment facilities, regular transport services and access to a secondary school.  Rural Centres are also villages with community facilities such as doctors’ surgeries and a library, in which development will take place on ‘allocated’ brownfield land within the village framework.  No development, therefore, is contemplated according to the Local Development Framework up to 2016.

The Council will meet to finalise the plan on 9th May, which will then be submitted to the DPM’s office during the summer.  It will then be open to consultation by objectors during the autumn and be ready for Independent Examination in January 2006.  It should be formally adopted in the winter of that year.

Two other items, which may affect the village, are Housing Options and the new Licensing Act.  The Government has asked the Council to submit a report on the future ownership of its housing stock, 7 only are in Bar Hill.  Two options are realistically open to the Council:  either to retain them, or to transfer them to a Housing Association.  Consultations with tenants are presently taking place; a report will be submitted to the Cabinet on 9th June and to the full Council two weeks later.

Between now and September, all public premises will have to be re-licensed by the District Council in accordance with the Licensing Act (2002).  These not only include pubs, restaurants and places of entertainment, but places such as Village Greens (Bar Hill) and High Streets (Sawston) where more than 500 people gather on more than the odd occasion. The Licensing Committee has divided itself into five groups of three to consider applications, which are expected to begin in earnest next month.

The situation where the Village Green is concerned is still unclear.  I, personally, as a member of the Licensing Committee, am a member of one of these ‘holy trios’.  I will not, however, be allowed to pass judgement on local applications.

The question of Travellers setting up encampments on unauthorised sites without applying for planning permission has been a contentious issue through the year.  The travellers have used the planning appeal system, to delay their departure, and, lately, the Human Rights Act, in which ‘Irish’ travellers, some of whom do not come from Ireland, are classified as an ‘ethnic minority’ (like genuine Romany’s).  The Council has received little support or guidance from the Government, despite having one of the highest numbers of authorised sites in the country and having a long history of accommodating genuine travellers.  A sum of £450,000 has been allocated to evicting them from one site alone.  I must add that there is not one authorised site within the City boundary.

I am also a member of the Development and Conservation Control Committee (in other words, Planning), and of the Scrutiny and Overview Committee.  Potentially, the latter is the most powerful organ of the Council, whose role is ‘to scrutinise and review the performance of the Council, Cabinet and Officers’, and ‘to review, twice a year, the performance of the Cabinet’.

Shortly, it will review, in depth, questioning officers and the relevant Cabinet member, on the revelation that the Council’s Direct Labour Organisation will have an operating deficit of £435,000 to the end of April.  Misleading information has been published in the Cambridge Evening News regarding this.  Although much of the information is still confidential:

· No Council Tax money is involved

· There is no evidence of fraudulent behaviour

· It has arisen through errors, ‘poor efficiency due to limited management’, and the relevant officers having now departed.

During the year, your local Councillors have held surgeries in all the villages; although few people attend them, they do provide opportunities for residents to speak to them on local and personal issues and, as such, they are seen as invaluable.  We have also attended to your queries as quickly and, I hope, efficiently, resolving them where possible.

We have also provided reports in the Bar Hill News, which I hope you find interesting.

We await with trepidation the year ahead – whether the Council will be ‘capped’ or by how much, the response to the Local Development Framework document, the plethora of new licensing applications which will occur between now and September, whether ‘Your Energy appeals against the Council’s rejection of their planning application, and so on.

We look forward to it, and aim to serve you to the best of our abilities.

I have enjoyed serving you during this last year, and look forward to the future not without a little trepidation.

Questions were then put forward by the following.

Question by M Boughton-Fox.  There was an article in the Cambridge Evening News about a piece that was put in by SCDC.  Want is R Halls’ views on that article?

Answer.  R Hall replied that the article was despicable and not true.  Names were mentioned that should have been confidential.  It was a good debate on Travellers but for obvious reasons the vote was closed to the public, as this has become such an emotive subject.

The article also quoted that Robin Page attended the meeting as a Councillor.  R Hall confirmed that Robin Page was never at the meeting and the suggestion that he was at the meeting as the possible MP for UKIP was very misleading.

Statement by M Boughton-Fox.  He would like any voting that is done in the future, on behalf of Bar Hill by any District Councillor to be publicised, perhaps in the Bar Hill News.  

Question by J Doland.  Why was Bar Hill excluded from the Western Corridor when the transport provision was made in South Cambridgeshire, as this includes walking, cycling and public transport and we should be included?

Answer.  J Reynolds replied that he would take up this issue on our behalf.

Question by P Ryan.  The vote on the Local Development Framework will be taking place on 9/05/05 so why are Atkins wasting the village’s time if it is going to take so long to develop the structure plan?

Answer.  The Atkins development cannot take place until after 2016 because of the Local Development Framework.

10.0
Report by Cambridgeshire County Council – John Reynolds

Dear Chairman, Members of the Council & Residents.  I know that there are many issue that concern you all here in Bar Hill but I only have time to mention a few, Post Office, Dentist, Council Services, A14 and Council Tax.

Post Office - I am sure like you, I was utterly amazed at the news of the impending closure of the local Post Office. We are doing all we can, as local Councillors, along with our MP, to bring about a satisfactory conclusion that will ensure the Post Office Service, which is so vital to our community remains open. I believe that Tesco’s has, if not a legal duty a moral duty to the Community to secure this service for the future. 
Dentist - This has been the second set of bad news for the village. Earlier this month the Dentist announced that they would not be taking any more National Health Service patient. This is a devastating blow not just to this village but many other communities in the area. One can understand the financial reasons behind the move; nevertheless we again must fight to have a NHS in the village. 
County Council Services - I am pleased to say that according to Government Inspectors we have continued to see improved performance of Social Services.  We again retained our ranking as a two star authority, but as with nearly all other authorities, needs continue to out strip demand, despite the County Council spending over £26 million pounds more than the Government assessment of spending need. Despite these pressures we are determined to maintain standards and meet the needs of the Community. 

This year’s inspection by Government of the Local Education Authority again concluded that there has been continued and sustained improvement in Education across the County. Here again we are spending nearly £3 million pounds than the Government assessment of spending need. 

The County Council has now been rated excellent from the 2004/5 Comprehensive Performance Assessment for both service delivery and effective use of resources one of few Authorities to reach this level.  We have also set challenging service performance targets for our key services, many of these have been achieved and most of the others have shown real year on year improvement. 

We have applied for and received an additional £3.1 million pounds in Government grant for meeting Local Public Service Agreements; this one-off grant will be invested in improving service delivery.

Last year we took the difficult decision to refocus, inline with government advice, ten of our static libraries. This required the transfer of the service to the local community, in return the County invested finance, computers, loaned more books and provided other professional support. I am please that these initiatives have proved very successful and through the community support are providing improved library services.
Public Transport - The County will be spending this year £2.93 million on providing transport for some of the most isolated and vulnerable members of the community. Over £1.5m will be spent to improve bus reliability, introduce real time information and make buses more attractive.

Successful Libraries - The County has recently spent nearly £400,000 on 28 libraries to ensure better access for people with disabilities and better provision for children. Children’s use of the library service rose by 4.3%, more people used on-line services available in libraries. Over the next three years our budget will provide £2 million extra funding for service enhancements, including more new books on top of the £1.6 million we already spend plus longer opening hours. The 9 community run Library Access Points are proving to be a great success.

Youth Service - The County Council budget has provided an extra £150k to improve management, recruit more full-time youth workers to provide professional support to young people. 

Minor Road Improvements - We are continuing to support the traffic discretionary budget, which amounts to £146,000. This funds minor schemes, such as new signs, dropped kerbs and new sections of paths. 

Voluntary Organisations - This budget gives almost £1.1 million grant to help support the essential work of over 140 voluntary organisations operating throughout Cambridgeshire.
Heritage - The County Council will be spending this year £750,000 on Heritage. The will support work that public and voluntary organisations make to the heritage services. We continue to maintain the heritage budget to attract funds from other organisations. 

A14 - This issue has dominated the news for many years, but at long last there is real progress. I have had the opportunity to feed directly to the Highways Agency local concerns over access, noise and pollution. The H.A. launched the consultation on the 30th March and this has been followed up with leaflets to over 100.000 homes. 

I was pleased with main proposals for the upgrading. The good points include;

· The complete rebuilding of the Girton interchange.

· Two extra lanes each way on the Girton - Histon section.

· Extra lanes on the Bar Hill - Girton section.

· Provision of extra access roads each side of the Fen Drayton - Girton section for local –traffic.

· Improved Bar Hill local road junction and direct access to Northstowe from the A14

· No access to the A14 from the Dry Drayton / Oakington Road. 

· Dedicated Cycle / Footpath to Cambridge. 

· Substantial tree planting to screen the road and reduce noise.

However there are real areas of omissions / concern; 

· There is no A428 link to the A14 North or M11 South in either direction. 

· No change to the M11 Madingley interchange to provide north-facing slip roads. 

· No direct access to the Cambridge Services from the A14, this will mean that the only access to the site will have to be via the local roads. 

There was to be public exhibitions for two weeks starting on April 4th, but at the last minute these have been postponed because of the General Election and will not recommence until May 19th. I have called for an extension to the consultation period to enable local people the opportunity to properly view the exhibitions before responding.  

The construction timetable still seems a long way off. The H.A. says that work will start in 2008 and that construction will take about 4 years. But there is a massive amount of work to do in the meantime; final plans drawn up, no doubt a public enquiry etc, before the actual building takes place. 

Council Tax - This must be one of the most high profile and important issues facing council’s across the county. The Cambridgeshire County Council’s element of the Council Tax remains the fourth lowest of any authority but we are still spending nearly £3 million pounds more this year over and above the Governments assessed needs to support Education alone. 

Cambridgeshire CC has at long last after many years of campaigning started to benefit this year from increased government grants but these are only one off increases for this year.  We have still lost over £25 million pounds of grant over the past three years, which has adversely impacted on council tax. It should be noted that if we had received this grant, the Council Tax increases each year would have been no greater than general inflation.    

I continue to be the Deputy Leader of the County Council and Cabinet Portfolio Member responsible for Strategic Panning, Waste and Minerals, Chairman of the Regional Planning Panel and a member of the Police Authority.   May I express my thanks to all the Parish Councillors and Clerk for their support and hard work in the past year?

Questions were then put forward by the following.

Question by J Doland. What has happened about the late night bus service that was cancelled?

Answer.  J Reynolds has spoken with the Transport Department at the County Council and they confirmed that no bus company would take on the route unless driver safety could be guaranteed.  He has also spoken with the Police Authority and they are looking at a special system where the driver has a control system on the bus and a button can be pushed for assistance within the driving compartment.

10.0 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There being no other business to discuss the meeting closed at 10:50 p.m.  
April 2005
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