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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Wednesday 12 April 2006


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


H Davies
Councillor
(HD)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)



M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


T Flanagan
Councillor
(TF)


G Hardy
Councillor
(GH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


D MacDonald
Councillor
(DM)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 16th March 2006:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th March 2006 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BB and seconded by BH.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Stream

JDol asked if the foul water entering the stream had been sorted out and the Clerk replied that she was waiting for MWP Services to come back with the exact locations before she would be contacting Anglian Water.
C
Graffiti

With regard to the possibility of the Parish Council having to take responsibility of graffiti on property not owned by them, The Clerk has contacted CALC and they have informed her as follows:-

No legislation can expect a parish council to remove graffiti from property it does not own or is not responsible for. There would be implications of trespass and possible damage to the infrastructure, which the owner could sue you for! 

As a council you might make it your responsibility to notify the owners of that property (if known) that the graffiti is there because it is now their responsibility to remove it as soon as possible.
Now we have this further information a Policy for Graffiti will be drawn up stating that at last month’s meeting it was agreed that the Parish Council would endeavour to remove graffiti off its own property within two working days of being informed.  It was also decided that if graffiti appears on private property, then we would wait for 4 weeks and if the graffiti had not been removed we would then write a letter to the property in question requesting that they remove the graffiti and inform them that the Parish Council will give advice as to what products to use or who to contact to have it removed professionally.

GH suggested that we inform the residents via the Bar Hill News and website on our policy for graffiti and to let them know it is their responsibility, although the Parish Council would offer advice.

JDol proposed that if graffiti appears on private property, the Parish Council give the owners a 4-week period to have it removed.  If this has not been done within that time then the Parish Council shall write and advice them on how to have it removed.  Seconded by SJ.  All in favour.
C
MS felt that as this was the responsibility of SCDC then the article in the Bar Hill News should be from the District Councillors under their report, as they are the litter authority.  BW agreed to do this on behalf of the Parish Council.

Viking Way

BB reported that Viking Way has been fairly free of HGV’s parking over the past few weeks so he suggested that the situation be continually monitored and leave it as a main agenda item to be brought up every month.
C

MS also reported that the Parish Council cash-flow needs to be looked at and asked the Clerk to detail funds available for possible future expenditure such as Viking Way and the village green.
C

Car Parking on Perimeter Road

BW reported that the County Council has indicated there is nothing that can be done and they would welcome any suggestions from the Parish Council.

BB suggested No Parking signs be put up in problem areas where the parking is particularly bad and also yellow lines around the perimeter road.  BW said they would not consider kerbing or yellow lines unless a Public Consultation took place because of the cost implications.  However, BW will ask for signage and also ask for a Public Consultation to take place for yellow lines.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	E
	Zurich Insurance

A letter has been received asking if we would like extra cover for Health & Safety.  After a brief discussion, it was felt that our Health & safety policy is adequate and the Parish Council, therefore decided not to take out further cover.

 
	

	F
	Letter from W S Atkins

An email has been received from W S Atkins informing the Parish Council that they have now pulled out of any future development between Bar Hill and Lolworth.


	

	G
	SCDC – DPPO

The Clerk informed the Parish Council that the DPPO (Designated Public Place Order) would take effect from 21st April 2006.  Belinda Cunningham has contacted her to say that the signs have gone to print and are in the process of being produced for the village.

JDol has contacted County Council about the Advertising boards that the Fox Public House has erected along the perimeter road.  DM seems to think they will be applying for planning permission and will not be taking the board down unless permission is refused.


	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for April.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by DM and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in April. The cheques for approval were proposed by GS and seconded by MD.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

No report from the Chairperson for this month.

6.0 
Reports

a) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Discussions are still taking place on Viking Way but it has been agreed not to move forward until the possible costs for the village green had been received.

Plans for 57 Pheasant Rise (an extension) had been received and the Parish Council agreed the plans.

Plans for 159 The Spinney (to turn the garage into a Barber Shop) had been received and these were agreed by the Parish Council.

Graffiti – BW reported that Paul Omerod of the Cambridgeshire Police will shortly be having a meeting with the Probation Service about graffiti and she will report back when she has further information.

b) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

The scruffy area next the Bar Hill Motors has now been cleared up by Tesco.

RH also updated the meeting that Tesco had been given until 21st April 2006 to remove the car wash facility in the Car Park but no doubt they will appeal against the decision.

J Dol proposed that we write to Tesco head Office (Terry Leahy, the Chief Executive to let him know that we are dissatisfied with the “Community Commitment” and ask that the new Store Manager gives us a little more co-operation.  Also to let him know that the Manager has refused to see our representative but BB (as representative) disagreed and added that whenever he has asked staff members to look into certain matters they have been dealt with quickly.  JDol therefore withdrew his proposal.

c) Environment Committee (M Duce)

Although there was no meeting this month the following was reported.

A complaint has been received that cars are parking on Parish Council land close to 26 Almond Grove.  They have asked if boulders or bollards could be placed on this piece of land but after site visiting the area MD felt this would be an eyesore as well as making it difficult for our grass cutter to do his job.

MS therefore suggested that he should speak with the householders in question to see if he can obtain an address for the vehicle owners and once this has been done, the Clerk could write a letter to the owner of the vehicle.
C

The litter-busting day was a resounding success with 12 people helping as well as the Parish Councillors who helped on the day.

SJ reported that the grass at the entrance to Watermead was not being cut and the Clerk replied that this piece of land is a gray area in the village and does not technically belong to the Parish Council but is owned by the owners of the car parking spaces.  However, she will ask the grass cutter to include it on his rounds for this year.
C
Also SJ reported that a taxi company was using these same parking spaces for business purposes, therefore householders and visitors were unable to use them.

d) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters/R Hall)

Letter from Iain Vellacott of Atkins has been received to say that they have withdrawn from the proposed future development between Bar Hill and Lolworth.

RH also mentioned the bus pass issue but this had already been discussed at length with JR.

Lastly he reported a great deal of rubbish at the rear of the sub-station in Almond Grove.  The Clerk asked for an exact location so she could ask our handyman to clear it away.

SCDC has received an award for their recycling efforts.

39 Oatlands Avenue. Moving of fence (application for change of use of land) – this has gone to appeal.

JDol asked why RH had published a press release on the achievements of SCDC and could this have anything to do with the local elections coming up in May?  BW categorically denied this was the reason for the press release.  They put out the press release because they had received so much bad publicity over the past few months.

e) School Governors Report (T Flanagan)

No report was given due to the Easter holidays.

f) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JDol informed JR about the illegal sign at the Fox Public House and told him that he had contacted Highways Division at Whittlesford to have it removed but as yet this has not been done.  Also he asked why there were signs around the roundabout in the village and JR replied that the County Council was offering advertising on all roundabouts in the county in exchange for cultivation and planting of roundabouts.

BB then brought up the issue of the new Bus Pass Scheme.  He felt that the Parish Council should write to the Government and ask why we were not able to have a countywide scheme instead of a district scheme as this did not work for villages such as Bar Hill.

JR replied that the Chancellor said they would be providing a district wide scheme and this is exactly what he did and JR then went on to explain why this scheme does not work in some areas.  He has made representations on why this scheme is not working and hopefully this will make a difference when they revise their decision.

JDol asked why different areas had different schemes and it was explained that large areas, such as Bedfordshire, had several schemes in place because more funding was available to keep their fares low.  The funding that was received for Cambridgeshire did not cover the costs of funding the new scheme so alterations had to be made to make it workable.

GH then asked about the future of a merged police force.  JR replied that the merging of the authorities will probably now take place although there has been disputes about the costing as it could cost in the region of £94 million.  Merging just two forces could cost up to £60 million.

g) Community Safety (K Misik)

Due to absence no report was given.

h) Residents’ Association (R Hall)

BW reported that the Fete Committee was asking the Parish Councillors to help man stalls and generally be around on Fete Day (taking place on 1st July)

i) Village Hall Management Committee (D MacDonald)

DM reported that they had now received the final costs for the refurbishment of the village hall just this week.  Unfortunately there will be a shortfall of approximately £34k but this has been estimated as a worst-case scenario.

DM gave the Parish Council, a handout on the final costs to enable them to give some thought to the current situation.

The Management Committee have asked DM to ask the Parish Council for an interest free loan of up to £30k repayable over 5 years.  The Management Committee can guarantee paying back the loan, as revenue from the Social Club will be more than enough to pay back the loan.

MS told the meeting that Iain Martin (Chair of the Management Committee) had telephoned her that morning with the details of this request and this will need to be put on next month’s agenda as a main agenda item for further discussion.
C
BW feels that the refurbishment cannot be stopped as the project has gone too far and if we are in a position to help then we should.  The Clerk has already been in contact with CALC and they said that the Parish Council is able to make an interest free loan to an organisation within the village as long as we have a legal agreement drawn up.

MS asked the Clerk to produce a list of current commitments and how much money we have still to spend and see if we can possibly help with a loan to the Management Committee.
C

Also DM reported that Roger Hall is now on the Management Committee as the Resident Association’s representative.

7.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Elections

MS informed the meeting the three Parish Councillors would not be here next month, Helene Davies, Graham Hardy and David MacDonald.  MS, on behalf of the Parish Council, wished to thank them for all their hard work and would very much like to see them back as Councillors sometime in the future.

Also a new Parish Councillor, Mervyn Pope, has been elected from 4th May 2006 and he will join the meeting on 18th May 2006.

HD informed the meeting that she had enjoyed her time as a Parish Councillor and would be happy to come back at some stage in the future.

Skate Park

JDol reported that the signs at the Skate Park have been graffitied.  The Clerk will ask our handyman to remove the graffiti in due course.
C
Post Office

BW is still waiting to hear news on the new Sub-Postmaster.  Interviews have already taken place so we just need to keep our fingers crossed that all goes ahead.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 18th May 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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