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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 19 May 2005


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


H Davies
Councillor
(HD)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


T Flanagan
Councillor
(TF)


G Hardy
Councillor
(GH)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


D MacDonald
Councillor
(DM)


P Ryan
Councillor
(PR)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


L Cole
PCSO




R Hall
District Councillor


K Misik
Cambs Constabulary



J Reynolds
County Councillor (arrived at 9pm)


M Shubotham
Residents Association

Apologies: 
J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)

2.0
To Elect a new Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson for the Parish Council

GS nominated that MS stand as Chairperson for a further year and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.  MS nominated that SJ stand as Vice-Chairperson for a further year and this was seconded by TF.  All in favour.



3.0 
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 21st April 2005:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 21st April 2005 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SJ and seconded by GS.  All in favour.

4.0
Matters arising from Parish Council Meeting
The Village Sign

JD enquired as to when the sign would be refurbished and M Shubotham of the Residents Association informed the meeting that this would be carried out in the next couple of weeks.  

Information Centre

The Clerk read out the letter received from Ginn & Co, stating that the Moat House Hotel, would not be giving access over their land in the near future.  Any future application must be made through their Legal Department.  The Clerk will verify what has been said with the Solicitor and report back to the next meeting.


C

A14 Improvements

This was briefly discussed with regard to the exhibition that took place on Wednesday 18th May at the Moat House Hotel.  It was felt that lorries should be able to access the services without coming on the Bar Hill road.  There should also be a restriction on lorries coming in to Bar Hill except for access.  SJ felt that we really need a junction at Swavesey.  PR suggested that this be an agenda item for the next Parish Council Meeting in June and we should formulate what we wish to say to the Highways Agency about the improvements.


C

5.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	Bar Hill Cricket Club

It was felt that the letter sent from the Cricket Club was very negative.  TF proposed that we make them aware of what we have already done and the amount of money already spent on the village green, plus the roller that has been purchased this month, which will keep the surface in check.

PR suggested that the obligation of the Parish Council is to provide a safe village green for the community to use as a whole.  If specialists wish to use the green (such as Football and Cricket) then it is for those specialists to do the work.

It was agreed that the Clerk shall reply to the letter indicated what has been said at this meeting, itemising the money already spent and that we do not charge a rental for the use of the green, as do other Parish Councils.

PR proposed that in the letter we say that we take pride in our village green for use by the whole village and if people are using it for specialised reasons then they should do the necessary work, as we cannot show favouritism.   Seconded by SJ.  For = 11.  Against = 1 (DM)

DM mentioned that the Parish Council used to screed the village green and this was done every 5 years or so.  It was agreed that this would be taken to Environment Committee for them to organise a top dressing of the Village Green for the year 2005/2006.


	C

C

	C
	Possible future development of Bar Hill

This subject was briefly discussed and everyone thought the presentation was poorly done.  Although Atkins indicated they wished to have a further meeting/consultation with the residents it was generally felt that the Parish Council should not host it.

PR asked if we had informed Lolworth Parish Council of our views and MS replied that we did not have an opinion and we are still gathering information.  SJ suggested that as this is such an emotive subject it should be put on the agenda for the next meeting for further discussion.  JD agreed and said that we cannot make an informed opinion from such a hotch potch of information that Atkins gave us.

Therefore JD proposed that this subject be put on the agenda for the next meeting and invite Atkins to give us an informal presentation at that meeting.  This was seconded by HD.  For = 3.  Against = 7.  Abstained = 2.  Motion carried that Atkins would not be invited.


	

	D
	Amended Loan Agreement between Management Committee and Parish Council

GS confirmed that the Loan Agreement would need to be amended yet again as the Vice-Chair (who was to be one of the signatories) has now resigned his position on the Management Committee.


	

	E
	Nomination of Trustee for the Youth Action Group of Bar Hill

This subject was discussed at length and the Clerk explained the situation on the creation of a Charity under the name of Bar Hill Massive Youth Project and that a Trustee from the Parish Council would be required to sit on the committee along with four others from different organisations within the Village.  PC Kevin Misik explained to the meeting about the success this type of project has gained in Waterbeach and feels this would be a significant step forward in helping the young people of the village.  TF kindly offered his services, as Trustee and the Clerk will inform Claire Thorby of this decision.


	C


	
	
	

	F
	Freedom of Information Act

MS felt that the Council should keep this document to hand and if we need to use it in the future we will have the information to refer to.  We shall endeavour to tell the public what they want to know unless we feel there could be a problem in disclosing certain information.


	

	G
	A14 to Cambridge – proposed 60mph speed limit

This subject was briefly discussed and JD proposed that the Parish Council should write to the Highways Agency and request that a 50mph speed limit should be enforced and this was seconded by HD.  For = 11.  Abstained = 1 (GH).  Motion carried.


	C

	H
	Letter from resident about Little Meadow spine path

MS summarised the letter from the resident, who had requested that it be read out at the Parish Council Meeting.  The subject was discussed at length and it was felt that a suitable letter would be written back from MS, explaining the situation as far as the Parish Council is concerned.


	

	I
	CALC – Affiliation Fees

MS summarised the lengthy letter from CALC explaining how they come to the yearly sum asked for from each Parish Council.  MS gave her opinion that they provide a specialised service and if, as they suggest, we could use a Solicitor for the various subjects that come up over the course of the year, we would probably find it cost far more.  Therefore SJ proposed that we carry on paying the affiliation fee to CALC and this was seconded by GS.  For = 10.  Against = 2 (DM/GH).  Motion carried.


	C

	K
	Letter from Councillor Spink complaining about the reporting of the Cambridge Evening News

This letter was summarised and because of the problems this has caused the Clerk will publish the notes from the 2005 APM with regard to the subject of voting by District Councillors on behalf of Bar Hill on a separate page at the end of thee minutes.

 
	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for May.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by DM and seconded by GS.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques for May. The cheques for approval were proposed by SJ and seconded by DM.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
6.0
Chairman’s Report

Post Office

a) Further Update

Bunty has been working very hard behind the scenes but at present there is nothing further to report.  It has been confirmed that the two units (10/11) are closing down due to More Newsagents pulling out of Bar Hill and as the Post Office staff are employed by More they will be losing their jobs.

The job of Postmaster is being advertised and Cambridge Building Society, who is taking over Unit 11, does not know who will be taking over No.10 (Noyes & Noyes were contacted by Roger Hall but they will not give out this information at present).  However, Noyes & Noyes have been trying to contact the other units in the Mall to see if they would be interested in the job of Postmaster.

b) To explore ways where the Parish Council could help

JD asked if Tesco would take on the Post Office and the reply was no, they would not consider it.  MS was concerned that if another retail unit takes on the Post Office on their premises we could find ourselves in the same position again a few years down the line.

Her thoughts are still with the Farmhouse, because any rental coming in from the Post Office could be ploughed back in to the youth facility.  JD felt that the Farmhouse would not be commercially viable due to the location.  MS replied that we must wait until Royal Mail has looked at all the premises available before a decision can be made.

GH mentioned that one of the reasons why the car park was sold to Tesco was to improve relations with them.  PR proposed that we write directly to Tesco Headquarters to ask if they would help in keeping the Post Office in Bar Hill as he supports the objection made by JD to the Farmhouse and this was seconded by TF.  All in favour.
C
MS suggested that when Royal Mail comes to see the possible locations we should show them the Farmhouse and David Lloyd hairdressers.  JR feels that we need to know exactly how much space is required to keep a Post Office in the village.

BH mentioned that we could contact Claire Thorby to see if the Church could be looked at.

DM suggested we put an extension on the end of the Parish Council office and take out the money initially from the Information center budget, as this is being held up at present with the access.  As a temporary measure the Meeting Room could be used for the printing equipment belonging to the Residents Association and the Post Office could be placed in the Residents Association room on a temporary basis while the extension is being built.

As no decision could be made until after Royal mail has been down to site visit the area it was agreed that a Special Meeting would be held on Thursday 26th May at 7.0pm.

7.0 
Reports

a) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Due to no meetings being held there was nothing to report.

b) Environment Committee (M Duce)

Due to no meetings being held there was nothing to report, apart from the fact that several of the Environment Committee site visited the stream area to the rear of Domino and confirmed the problems with the stream that are being addressed.

c) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters/R Hall)

Freedom of Information Act - So far this year, the Council has received 32 requests under the Freedom of Information.  All of these have been answered within the 20-day limit, the average being 6.5 days.  The nominal cost of these is presently being absorbed by departmental budgets, a Department of Constitutional Affairs promise of financial assistance not yet having materialised.

Best Value Performance Indicators – Like all District Councils, South Cambs District Council must have a range of national indicators.  In 2003/04, the Council was a top performer in the following:

· Minimising household waste

· Recycling household waste

· Composting household waste

· Reducing the number of ‘non-decent’ homes

· Accuracy of benefit calculations

· Benefit claimants satisfied

· Standard land searches as part of the planning process done on time

Tesco quarterly meeting – At a recent meeting with the manager, the following points were discussed.

The Post Office – Post office having to be relocated.

Tesco extension – this was proceeding on schedule to open at the beginning of August.   A partial opening would take place shortly.

Trolleys – Although all trolleys would be refurbished so as to grip the floor on the ascent to the mezzanine, coin-in-the-slot devices would not be introduced into them.  We continued to express our disappointment.

Magnetic Ring – There were still gaps in the magnetic ring surrounding the Tesco car park through which trolleys were continually being taken.  A check on this ring would be conducted shortly and any gaps repaired.  Unfortunately, only the intervention of Tesco staff is able to stop trolleys being lifted over it.

Vandalism – Since evenings began to lengthen, vandalism and anti-social behaviour has ceased to be a problem.  Also, the appointment of the village PCSO, was having a deterrent effect.


Village Hall – RH and BW confirmed that at they had given their approval of £50,000 being allocated to the Village Hall project.


PR then brought up the subject of Rural Centres and asked Roger Hall why he had been instrumental in the decision to make Bar Hill a Rural Centre, as this has implications for development potential and he wanted to know why the Parish Council had not been consulted by the District Planning Committer before this meeting took place?

RH replied that he was afraid that once Northstowe had been developed that we would lose our public transport service.  We did qualify as a Rural Centre and it has been documented that Bar Hill would benefit from becoming one.

There was no development ceiling within the village framework and he felt that if Bar Hill did not become a Rural center then we would become part of Northstowe, as it would take in any peripheral villages.

PR proposed that we write to the District Planning Officer at SCDC and ask that Bar Hill be withdrawn as a Rural Centre and express our disappointment on the way it came about.  Seconded by JD.  For = 3.  Against = 3.  Abstained = 4.  As the Chair did not cast a vote the motion fell.

MS recalled seeing a leaflet on the Rural Centres last year and this was sent to Parish Councillors for information only as at that time Bar Hill did not qualify as a Rural Centre.  PR feels that the only advantage he can see in becoming a Rural Centre is the potential for further development.

PR then made a further proposal for the minutes to show that the Parish Council are disappointed by Roger Hall’s activities and this was seconded by DM.  For = 3.  Against = 4.  Abstained = 4.  Motion not carried.  However, it was agreed that this be put on the next agenda for discussion at the June Parish Council Meeting.
C

d) School Governors Report (T Flanagan)

In the absence of TF, JR reported that there is now a Spanish Teacher in the village and there is now an opportunity for the children to learn Spanish.  At last the Government has produced the Government Reform Act whereby teachers get extra time off and extra staff recruitment will take place from September to cover this.  A balance budget had also been set for the forthcoming financial year and they are still looking to recruit 3 extra Governors to fill the vacancies that have occurred.

e) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JR confirmed that a safe Cycle/Walk Way has been included in the plans for the A14 improvements.  MS felt that the main interest of the residents seemed to be keeping the lorries out of the village.

f) Community Safety (K Misik)

There has been very little crime over the last few weeks.  Because of the Year 11 leaving from Swavesey Village College, last Friday night was concentrated on that area as many Bar Hill youngsters were there.  JD asked how the village is on Friday nights and Kevin replied very quiet at present.  There has recently been a change of security at Tesco and this seems to have made a difference to the problem s they have been experiencing in the past.

Llian informed the meeting that they have arranged for a 5-a-side match to be held on 16th June.  BH asked if the tournament was open to all and Llian replied that any child between the ages of 14 and 17 are welcome to join in if they wish.  The subject of public liability insurance was brought up and MS said that our own public liability insurance for the village was to cover all council owned properties. 

A gap letter (a letter informing parents of their children’s anti-social behaviour) has been sent to many parents in the village and if any youth commits an act of criminal damage this will be classed as a criminal offence but as yet no one has been charged with this offence.

g) Residents’ Association (M Shubothom)

M Shubotham has been asked to report on the article that Roger Hall put in the May’s edition of the Bar Hill News.

Certain residents have confronted members of the Residents Association (fete sub-committee) expressing strong but erroneous views about the fete.  Members of the sub-committee have devoted much of their time, when they could have spent their time enjoying themselves elsewhere, in organising a fete which, they believe, will be the best in the thirty years of the fetes existence and one of the finest in the Cambridge area.

If residents have any comments to make about the fete, or about members of the sub-committee, they are free to attend and speak at the Residents Association Committee Meetings on the second Tuesday of each month at 8pm in the Parish Council Office, or telephone Roger Hall, as Chairman, on 780304.

Mary also pointed out that at the time of these occurrences both members had small children in pushchairs with them, and the children were very upset.

h) Village Hall Management Committee (D MacDonald)

There will be a Special Meeting to be held on Monday 23rd May to make a decision on the Village Hall.  The Vice-Chair (Barry Taylor) has resigned his position and also GS informed the meeting that he will be resigning as Chair of the Management Committee but this will be discussed further at their Special Meeting on Monday.  However, this will have no implications on the future of the Village Hall and the Management Committee will make sure the work is completed.

8.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

JD confirmed that he is still taking photos and registration numbers of lorries parking in Gladeside and these are being handed to the Clerk for analysis.

JD also asked if we could go ahead and demolish the Information Centre before the building work starts, as this has become such an eyesore.  This will be brought up at the Special Meeting next week.
C
MD confirmed that there would be a special event to mark the departure of Rev. Gary Renison. 

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.25pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 16th June 2005 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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